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Introduction
• Ghana Statistical Service (GSS) produces data on various sources,  

censuses(Population, businesses, agriculture),  household surveys, compilation 

of administrative data, citizen-generated data, computed assisted telephone 

interviews,  geospatial systems, small area estimations, big data, etc.

• These data sources provide robust data for SDG follow-up and review at both 

national and sub-national levels.

• Data capacity assessment of Ghana to track the  SDGs:

o Administrative data source- 57%

o Census and Survey-33%

o Combine -10%
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Population and Housing Census(PHC)
• PHC provide 

disaggregated 

data at national, 

regional, district, 

urban, rural and 

community levels. 

Key SDGs 

• SDG 1: Poverty (population characteristics, 

housing conditions)

• SDG 4: Education (literacy, school attendance)

• SDG 6: Water & sanitation (access to improved 

water and sanitation)

• SDG 7: Energy (access to electricity and clean 

cooking)

• SDG 10: Inequality (disaggregation by sex, 

disability, migration status)

• SDG 11: Urbanisation and housing conditions.

• Last conducted: 2021

• Next:  2031
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Ghana Living Standards Survey (GLSS)
• GLSS is fundamental 

in providing data on 

household welfare, 

poverty, employment,  

inequality and housing, 

etc.

Key SDGs 

•SDG 1: Poverty

•SDG 8: Employment and decent work

•SDG 10: Income inequality

•SDG 4: Education access and attainment

•SDG 3: Health access and utilisation

•SDG 11: Housing quality

• Last conducted: GLSS 2016/2017

•Next : GLSS 2025/2026 
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Demographic and Health Survey(DHS)
• DHS provides data on fertility, 

fertility preferences, family 

planning practices, childhood 

mortality, maternal and child 

health, nutrition, knowledge 

of HIV prevention methods, 

violence against women, 

women’s empowerment, 

health insurance, water, etc.

Key SDGs 

•SDG 2: Nutrition (stunting, wasting, 

underweight)

•SDG 3: Maternal, newborn, and child 

health

•SDG 5: Reproductive health and 

women’s empowerment

•Last conducted: 2022

• Next: 2027
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Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey(MICS)
• MICS provides data on 

child welfare, 

education, WASH, child 

protection and 

women’s well-being etc.

Key SDGs

•SDG 3: Child and maternal health

•SDG 4: Education participation and learning

•SDG 6: Water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH)

•SDG 5: Gender equality

•SDG 16: Child protection and birth registration

•Last conducted: 2018 

•Next: 2024 TBD 
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Annual Household Income and Expenditure Survey

AHIES is designed to provide 

disaggregated quarterly labour 

force data to support policy and 

planning.

Key SDG 

•SDG1-Poverty and welfare 

(Household income, spending 

patterns, and living standards).
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Quarterly Labour Force Survey (QLFS)
• QLFS- produce data on labour 

market, i.e., employment, 

unemployment, labour market 

inequalities (earnings), etc.

Key SDGs

•SDG 8: Employment, unemployment, 

informal sector

•SDG 4: Skills and training (education–

labour linkages)

•SDG 5: Gender disparities in employment

•SDG 10: Labour market inequalities

•Last conducted: 2024/2025

•Next conduct: 2026
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Integrated Business Establishment Survey (IBES)

• IBES collect data on the 

establishments, such as 

employment levels, 

revenue generation, and 

emerging business 

activities,  external trade, 

digital finance adoption, 

etc.

Key SDG

•SDG 8: Employment and productivity

•SDG 9: Industrial development

•SDG 12: Sustainable production and 

formality of enterprises
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Computer-Assisted Telephone Interview (CATI)
• CATI is a data collection 

method, where a tablet 

or phone is used to 

conduct structured 

interviews by phone 

calls, with responses 

recorded electronically.

Key indicators

• Indicator: 16.5.1: “Proportion of persons who 

had at least one contact with a public official 

and who paid a bribe to a public official or 

were asked for a bribe by those public officials, 

during the previous 12 months”.

• Indicator: 16.7.2: “Proportion of population 

who believe decision-making is inclusive and 

responsive, by sex, age, disability and 

population group”.
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Citizen Generated Data(CGD)-(1/2)
• CGD-Data is directly 

produced by citizens 

or communities, using 

mobile phones and 

applications.

• Used to capture people’s 

experiences, perceptions, 

and service delivery 

outcomes.

Gender-Based Violence Mobile Survey

Key Indicators

5.2.1 – Violence against women

5.c.1 – Gender equality policies

Solid Waste Management Mobile Survey

Key Indicators

11.6.1 – Solid waste collection

12.4.2 – Waste treatment and management
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Citizen Generated Data(CGD)-(2/2)
Persons Satisfaction with Social Services(PSSS)

Key indicator

•16.6.2: Proportion of the population satisfied with their last experience of 
public services.

Accessibility and utilisation of the 3% allocation of the DACF for Persons with 
Disabilities(PWD) to improve their welfare and well-being.

Key Goals 

•SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities (ensuring marginalised groups like PWDs benefit 

from development)

• SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being

• SDG 16: Inclusive institutions and governance.

• Last conducted: 2024
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Big Data 
• Call Detail Records(CDR) was applied 

during the COVID-19 period. 

•Using data from Vodafone Ghana.

•To assess the effectiveness of travel 

restrictions during the lockdown.

• Analyse population mobility patterns and 

connectivity to support evidence-based 

decision-making.

Key Indicators

9.c.1 – Mobile network 

coverage(Mobility analysis)

11.2.1 – Access to transport

Last conducted: 2020
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Small Area Estimation(SAE)
• SAE is a statistical technique that 

integrates census data with surveys 

and administrative data to generate 

reliable granular data estimates for 

small areas (e.g., districts or 

communities, etc.)

• Applied where survey or 

administrative data may be 

insufficient or unreliable due to small 

sample sizes.

Reports on SAE 
(https://statsghana.gov.gh/disrpt/page/

dhs.html)
• Exclusive breastfeeding district estimate(2022GDHS)

• Childhood immunization Coverage by district(2022)

• Breast & cervical cancer screening district estimates(2022)

• Gender-based domestic violence at the district level(2022)

• Sexual violence against women and girls (district level)

• Women’s Empowerment Indicators (District Level)

• Birth registration 

• Excessive alcohol consumption 

• Unmet need 

• Proper disposal of children’s stool 

• Hand washing practices 

• Double burden of malnutrition
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Stats-bank 
Stats-Bank is an online interactive 

data platform.

• A centralised repository and 

dissemination tool for official 

statistical data. 

•Explores data at more granular 

levels, supporting both national 

and local reporting.

• What Stats-Bank Does:

•Provides access to official statistics covering 

sectors such as population, health, education, 

economy, agriculture, etc.

•Allows users to query, customise, and 

download data tables.

•Offers disaggregated data, i.e., region, district, 

urban/rural,  sex, age group, etc.

•Enables visualisations and summaries for 

better understanding of the data.
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Administrative Data

• Administrative data is data from 

the organisation’s routine 

operations, i.e., registers and 

records. 

e.g., 

• School enrolment records,

• Health facility records

• Tax records, or 

• Civil registration records, etc.

Key SDGs 

SDG 3: Health service delivery-DHMIS

•SDG 4: Education participation and 

outcomes-EMIS

•SDG 5: Gender-based services

•SDG 10: Social protection coverage

•SDG 16: Justice, and Security Systems 

civil registrations
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Some Challenges with SDG Indicators
Data Availability & Gaps

• Some administrative data fail to meet SDG metadata standards.

•Some indicators lack comprehensive coverage, particularly disaggregated, 
affecting the “Leave No One Behind principle.

• Some indicators are measured inconsistently or frequent limiting usefulness for 
robust VLR reporting. 

Timeliness & Frequency

• Some indicators suffer delays, reducing relevance for ongoing monitoring. 

•National censuses and large surveys happen periodically, while data is 
needed in real time.

Integration & Interoperability

•Data sources — including survey data, administrative records, and local 
datasets are often siloed, impeding comprehensive analysis.
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