




Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). SDG 13 calls for "urgent action" to combat climate 
change and its impacts, a call that is critical to addressing threats to coastal environments and 
communities. 

South Africa's Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) further identifies sea-level rise as 
a critical risk requiring immediate adaptation and resilience measures, thereby aligning coastal 
action directly with the objectives ofSDG 13. 

South Africa underscores the following priorities: 

I. People-centered adaptation - Coastal resilience initiatives must prioritize the safety,
livelihoods, and well-being of vulnerable communities.

2. Locally grounded, nature-based solutions (NbS) - Effective sea level rise strategies
should leverage ecosystems such as wetlands, mangroves, and dune systems to reduce
coastal risks while supporting biodiversity and sustainable livelihoods.

3. Cultural and social sensitivity - Adaptation strategies must respect local cultural
practices, heritage, and traditional knowledge, integrating them into planning and
implementation.

4. Collaboration and support - Strengthened cooperation between cities, governments,
regional, and international partners to mobilize technical, financial, policy support for
coastal adaptation.

5. Urgent climate action - Mitigation of global greenhouse gas emissions remains essential
to limit the long-term impacts of sea level rise. International support, including finance
and technology transfer, is critical to enable coastal cities in developing countries to adapt
effectively.

IV. Conclusions

South Africa recognizes SLR as an urgent, accelerating threat to coastal populations, 
ecosystems, infrastructure, and economies. The impacts of SLR are multifaceted, affecting 
socio-economic development, cultural heritage, and natural systems, and require coordinated, 
inclusive, and evidence-based responses. 

Through the CARP, the National Climate Change Adaptation Strategy, and related legal 
frameworks, South Africa has established a comprehensive approach to enhancing coastal 
resilience. This approach emphasizes nature-based solutions, ecosystem stewardship, climate­
smarl infrastructure, and community-centered adaptation, ensuring that interventions arc 
locally grounded, culturally respectful, and socially equitable. 

South Africa underscores the critical role of collaboration at all levels i.e., between national 
and municipal governments, coastal cities, communities, regional organizations, and 
international partners. Initiatives such as the Alliance of Mayors of Coastal Cities exemplify 
the type of multi-stakeholder cooperation necessary to address SLR effectively. 

Capacity building, knowledge sharing, and access to finance arc essential enablers for effective 
adaptation. South Africa advocates for international support in the form of technical assistance, 
technology transfer, and funding, particularly for developing countries disproportionately 
affected by climate change and sea-level rise. 
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