






of ancestral lands adds to the cultural and social challenges faced by affected communities. 
Despite costly adaptation efforts like rock armours and mangrove restoration, relocation of 
communities from vulnerable coastal zones faces cultural resistance as many have lived there for 
generations. 

Mauritians also use the beaches for recreational purposes which is a cherished cultural practice. 
This routine underscores the emotional and cultural significance of coastal spaces in the everyday 
life of the Mauritians and loss of the beaches due to sea level rise could jeopardise this cultural 
heritage. 

Other challenges associated with sea level rise for Mauritius include: 

• Submergence of low-lying regions, altering high- and low-water marks and affecting land
boundaries such as pas geometriques.

• Flooding threats to cultural heritage sites, such as the UNESCO World Heritage Site Appravasi
Ghat.

• Decline of coral reefs, mangroves, and seagrass meadows, which serve as natural coastal barriers.

• Habitat loss for endangered species, including sea turtles.

• Greater susceptibility of ecosystems to invasive alien species as habitats change.

• Reduced resilience of coastal and estuarine ecosystems, leading to biodiversity loss and
weakened ecosystem services.

► Socio-economic and policy measures that could be used to address the challenges of sea

level rise include:

• Incorporation of oceanographic and climate science into national adaptation frameworks.
• Encourage community participation and raise awareness about sea level rise threats.
• Safeguard cultural heritage and socio-economic resources through adaptive coastal planning.
• Foster international cooperation and knowledge-sharing, particularly among SIDS facing

similar climate vulnerabilities.
• Discouraging new development in high risk areas and promoting nature based solutions could

help in addressing the problem.
• Maintain coral restoration projects and propagation of coral species which have demonstrated

tolerance to environmental stressors and ocean acidification should be investigated and
prioritised.
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