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Concept Note
I.  Background

The 2030 Agenda (A/RES/70/1: Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development) encourages Member States to "conduct regular and inclusive reviews of progress at the
national and sub-national levels, which are country-led and country-driven" (paragraph 79).
Furthermore, the Ministerial declaration of the high-level segment of the 2022 session of the Economic
and Social Council and the 2022 high-level political forum on sustainable development (E/HLS/2022/1)
encourages “...the full, equal and meaningful participation of all relevant stakeholders, including local
governments, civil society organizations and academia, in the design, implementation, monitoring,
evaluation and reporting of national sustainable development strategies and in the preparation of
voluntary national reviews. ... We further encourage the involvement and empowerment of local
authorities, to ensure ownership and localization of the Sustainable Development Goals, in particular by
communities, civil society, local organizations, the private sector and academia. In this regard, we
welcome voluntary subnational and local reviews as an essential tool to show progress and foster
exchange on local implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals, in
coordination and synergy with national actors.”

Sub-national and Local governments play a pivotal role in implementation of the 2030 Agenda and its
17 Sustainable Development Goals, addressing core issues including poverty, food security, access to
quality education, health care and water and sanitation services, and in advancing gender equality, youth
empowerment and reducing inequalities, among others. It is estimated that at least 100 of the 169 SDG
targets will not be reached without proper engagement and co-ordination with local and regional
governments.

Ghana is actively engaged in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and has completed three Voluntary
National Reviews in 2019, 2022 and 2025. In recognition that localizing the national and internationally
agreed development goals is essential for ensuring that these goals reflect local needs, norms, and values,
and that local actors find them relevant and meaningful, the government of Ghana has encouraged local
governments to prepare voluntary local review informing the national level review. With the support of
the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, the City of Accra was one of the first five cities in
Africa to prepare a Voluntary Local Review (VLR) in September, 2019 and led the way for other local



governments in the region to make steps towards integrating the SDGs and corresponding goals of
Agenda 2063 into the planning and financing frameworks.

National strategy is primarily guided by the National Development Policy Framework (NDPF) for 2026-
2029 coupled with global commitments including the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (SDGs)
and the African Union (AU) Agenda 2063 and it’s Second Ten-Year Implementation Plan (2024-2034).
The NDPF has mainstreamed five SDG targets of high impact synergies across many of the SDGs. The
targets in order of priority are SDG 16.6 (effective, accountable and transparent institutions); SDG 8.5
(productive employment and decent work); SDG 4.1 (equitable and quality primary and secondary
education); SDG 6.2 (adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene) and; SDG 7.3 (improvement in
energy efficiency). The priorities have been aligned to the six transitions including (1) food systems; (2)
energy access and affordability; (3) digital connectivity; (4) education; (5) jobs and social protection;
and (6) climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution.

The UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework for Ghana for 2023 to 2025 concentrates on
three strategic pillars; incusive economic transformation, equitable access to social services, and
sustainable peace and security, that are aligned with Ghana’s Coordinated Programme for Economic
and Social Development Policies 2021-2025 (CPESDP 2021-2025). While the economy demonstrated
better resilience in recent years, economic growth remains vulnerable to external shocks as experienced
during the Covidi9 pandemic. Challenges such as multidimensional poverty, regional inequalities, food
insecurity and anaemia, high maternal mortality, youth unemployment, and inadequate infrastructure
continue to impede progress.

The 2025 VNR highlighted six key recommendations to reorient national efforts towards catalytic,
interlinked and synergistic interventions:

Accelerate Implementation of the five prioritized High-Impact SDG Targets

Localize and Finance the SDGs

Strengthen Data Systems and Evidence-Based Planning

Promote Inclusive Growth and Economic Transformation

Invest in Human Capital and Resilience

Enhance Governance, Accountability and Partnerships
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Looking ahead, significant investiments are being directed toward infrastructure, with plans to mobilise
USs10 billion under the “Big Push” initiative to upgrade roads, railways, energy systems, healthcare
facilities, water supply, and education infrastructure. Digital transformation remains a priority, with
ongoing efforts to expand e-governance systems, financial inclusion platforms, and digital public
infrastructure to improve service delivery and accountability. The shift to a green economy is being
advanced through initiatives in renewable energy, the circular economy, and nature-based solutions
that enhance resilience and generate green jobs. Financing strategies will be strengthened by enhancing
domestic revenue mobilisation and leveraging innovative mechanisms under the Integrated National
Financing Framework (INFF).



O. Introduction

The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) supports SDG localization
through capacity building that ensures that local efforts are aligned with the global norms and agenda,
aiming at accelerated implementation of the 2030 Agenda. Initial step in the process is assessing the
status of the SDGs at local level through Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs), align local/urban development
plans with both, national plans and the 2030 Agenda and enhance monitoring and evaluation systems.
The workshop will focus on strengthening the application of the principle of subsidiarity, one of the 11
principles of effective governance for sustainable development which was developed by the UN
Commiittee of Experts on Public Administration (CEPA) and endorsed by ECOSOC in 2018. Subsidiarity
emphasizes the importance of assigning responsibilities to the lowest effective level of government and
ensuring coherence across governance levels. Five strategy guidance notes emphasising fiscal federalism
and decentralization, strengthening municipal finance and local finance systems, strengthening urban
governance, enhancement of local capacity for prevention, adaptation, and mitigation of external shocks,
multilevel governance to give effect to the principle have been published.

The Infrastructure Asset Management (IAM) team at UN DESA are implementing a comprehensive
programme of capacity development activities for local and central governments aiming towards
maximizing the service value of public infrastructure investments. Resilient, inclusive, and sustainable
infrastructure has an impact on the achievement of over 90% of the SDGs and their targets. Local
capacity to service and maintain public infrastructure is of particular importance for Ghana in the
context of the Big Push, creating and maintaining long-life assets that provide essential services for
generations to come.

Launched in 2023, the Global Quality of Life Initiative is implemented by UN-Habitat in collaboration
with UN ECA. The Initiative is funded by the Quality of Life Program Center in Saudi Arabia. Its central
aim is to redefine urban development through a human-centred, data-driven approach that helps cities
understand what people truly value and how policies and investments translate into improvements in
everyday life. By integrating both objective and subjective dimensions of well-being, the Initiative
supports local authorities and decision makers to assess how current priorities affect residents and to
identify opportunities for long-term, tangible enhancements in quality of life.

The Initiative forms part of UN-Habitat’s corporate offering on SDG localization. It is embedded in the
Local2030 ecosystem, contributes to and aligns with global partnership platforms on localizing the
SDGs, and complements UN-Habitat’s SDG Cities programme. Through this positioning, it strengthens
local capacities to use people-centred evidence to advance sustainable, inclusive, and resilient urban
development.

Human well-being is recognized as one of the transformative shifts required to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals, and the Quality of Life Initiative directly contributes to this agenda by helping
subnational governments translate global commitments into measurable improvements for individuals
and communities. To date, more than 100 cities in over 40 countries have joined the Initiative, including
10 cities in Ghana.


https://publicadministration.desa.un.org/intergovernmental-support/cepa/strategy-guidance-notes
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OI.  Objectives and Methodology

This workshop aims to support the acceleration and scaling up of SDGs implementation in Ghana
through the coordinated preparations of the voluntary national and voluntary local reviews, their
linkages to municipal and national development plans, and to strengthen capacities to manage public
infrastructure assets effectively at both national and subnational levels. Specifically, the workshop will:

» Strengthen capacity of local, regional and national government officials to conduct inclusive sub-
national reviews of SDGs implementation, including reporting, and identifying main messages,
challenges and opportunities, and to improve quality of life for all;

» Enhance capacity of local and regional government officials to integrate the SDGs into local plans
and strategies, and enhance policy coherence of these plans with national development plans and
national to local financing gaps;

» Develop greater awareness among participants on the importance of infrastructure asset
management as an inter-departmental local government discipline in support of sustainable,
resilient, and inclusive development.

» Increase the understanding among participants on how to implement the UN tools for infrastructure
asset management in support of sustainable, resilient, and inclusive development using solid and
liquid waste management assets as a starting point

To accomplish these objectives, national and sub-national policymakers, experts and relevant
stakeholders will be drawn from various line ministries, local and regional governments departments
and agencies, the United Nations Country Team, civil society organizations, traditional authorities and
development partners.

IV.  Organizers

The workshop is organised by the Division for Sustainable Development Goals of UN DESA, UN Habitat,
UN ECA and the RCO/UNCT in collaboration with the National Development Planning Commission
(NDPC) and the Ministry of Local Government, Chieftaincy and Religious Affairs of the Republic of
Ghana on 27 - 30 January 2026 at The Palms by Eagles Hotel in Takoradi, Ghana.



V. Contacts

Mr. Philip M. Acheampong

Principal Planning Analyst

Development Coordination Division
National Development Planning Commission
Email: philip.acheampong@ndpc.gov.gh

Mr. Jurgen Gafke

Senior Programme Management Officer
National Strategies and Capacity Building
Branch

Division for Sustainable Development Goals
Department of Economic and Social Affairs
Unted Nations, New York

Email: gafke@un.org
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