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Mr President, Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen,
The Czech Republic aligns itself with the EU statement.

For the Czech Republic, partnerships are not merely a guiding principle; they are a practical driver of results.
Stakeholders play an indispensable role in the work of ECOSOC and in the implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals. In this context, I wish to highlight in particular the role of businesses in
advancing the sustainability agenda by driving innovation, creating jobs, and delivering concrete solutions.

Allow me to underline several SDGs that are of particular relevance to us.

SDG 6 — Clean Water and Sanitation remain a cornerstone of sustainable development. Yet far too
many people still lack access to safe water, sanitation, and hygiene services. Water and sanitation are



therefore among the priorities of Czech development cooperation. At the national level, our efforts were
recognised in the 2024 UN Water Acceleration Case Study.

On SDG 7 — Affordable and Clean Energy, the Czech Republic’s updated National Energy and Climate
Plan places strong emphasis on phasing out coal, scaling up renewables, improving energy efficiency and
strengthening energy security. As part of our emissions-reduction pathway, the plan also foresees an
increased use of nuclear energy as a clean and reliable energy source.

At the local level, SDG 11 — Sustainable Cities and Communities is where global ambitions translate
into tangible results. Effective SDG delivery depends on the capacity of regional and local authorities, as well
as civil society, to design and implement impactful projects. Capacity-building for these stakeholders at the
regional and local level must be supported through financial, methodological and legal instruments.
Investments in smart cities and regions enhance public services, strengthen resilience, and generate
measurable benefits for communities.

Finally, 2026 will mark a milestone for the 2030 Agenda, with the upcoming reviews of ECOSOC and the
High-Level Political Forum. My country supports a more efficient ECOSOC and a dynamic HLPF at the
centre of the 2030 Agenda implementation efforts.

The ECOSOC Partnership Forum has a vital role to play, and I trust it will set us on a strong course for the
year ahead.

Thank you.



