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Mr. Vice-President,
We align ourselves with the statement delivered by the European Union.

As in previous years, we commend you for your multistakeholder, inclusive, and
participatory approach in preparing this Forum. Partnerships remain indispensable
for delivering transformative, equitable, innovative, and coordinated action to
advance the 2030 Agenda. The SDGs are interdependent and universal; no
institution, sector, or country can achieve them alone. Partnerships provide the
connective tissue that allows diverse actors to align strengths, pool resources, and
generate solutions at the scale and speed required for a sustainable future. Allow
me to make four points related to this year’s theme:

First, partnerships enable transformation. By bringing together governments, civil
society, academia, the private sector, and communities, they support the
cocreation of policies and interventions that move beyond incremental change.
Systemic shifts in energy, food, finance, and governance occur only when multiple
stakeholders coordinate their actions and incentives.

Second, partnerships are essential for equity. Inclusive collaboration ensures that
marginalized groups and local communities have a meaningful voice in shaping
development pathways. Equitable partnerships redistribute power, knowledge,
and resources, ensuring that solutions are not only effective but also just and
context-appropriate.

Third, partnerships drive innovation. Cross-sector collaboration accelerates the
diffusion of new technologies, data systems, financing models, and social
innovations. Research institutions contribute evidence; the private sector brings
agility and investment; governments provide enabling environments; and
communities contribute lived experience and local wisdom. Together, they
generate breakthroughs unattainable by any actor alone.

And fourth, partnerships strengthen coordination, reducing duplication and
fragmentation. Multistakeholder platforms, regional cooperation mechanisms,
and UN Member State partnerships help align national priorities with global
commitments, harmonize monitoring frameworks, and mobilize financing at scale.
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Croatia’s experience illustrates the power of partnership. Ranked 8th in SDG
implementation in the 2025 Sustainable Development Report, Croatia has
advanced through strong collaboration among government, industry, academia,
local communities, and civil society. Platforms such as CROSOL, Croatia’s civil
society network for international development cooperation and humanitarian aid,
works with counterparts across Europe and beyond to support SDG
implementation. Concrete initiatives also demonstrate partnership impact: an
SDG 3—focused app mapping over 2,500 ragweed habitats through cooperation
among local authorities and media; the Generation Now program educating youth
in digital technologies; and textile industry efforts under SDG 6 to improve
drainage systems and install purification plants for wastewater.

In conclusion, partnerships are the engine that turns the SDGs from aspiration into
action, ensuring progress that is shared, sustainable, and truly transformative.

| thank you, Mr. Vice-President.



