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Background

With only five years remaining to achieve the
2030 Agenda, progress towards SDG 7, ensuring
access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and
modern energy for all, remains off track. Energy
is a critical enabler of sustainable development
and underpins progress across poverty
eradication, health, education, gender equality,
productive employment, sustainable cities and
climate action.

Globally, an estimated 666 million people lacked
access to electricity in 2023, while 2.1 billion
people continued to rely on polluting fuels and
technologies for cooking. Although global
electricity access reached 92 per cent, current
trends suggest that around 645 million people
could remain without access by 2030, with the
largest deficits concentrated in Sub-Saharan
Africa. At the same time, the clean energy
transition is gaining momentum but not yet at
the scale or speed required.

In light of this, the United Nations General
Assembly extended the United Nations Decade
of Sustainable Energy for All until 2030 and
updated the Global Plan of Action for the
Decade, providing a critical framework to
strengthen partnerships, enhance coherence
across institutions, and accelerate delivery in the
final years of the 2030 Agenda (United Nations
General Assembly resolution A/RES/79/211).

Effective multi-stakeholder partnerships are
indispensable. Young people are increasingly
contributing to SDG 7 implementation through
innovation, entrepreneurship, community-level
delivery, policy engagement and accountability,
particularly in  countries and communities
furthest behind. Achieving SDG 7 requires
coordinated action across governments, the
United Nations system, international financial
institutions, the private sector, civil society,
academia, and youth.

he 2026 HLPF will conduct an in-depth review of
SDG 7, providing an opportunity to assess how
partnerships are contributing to results and how
they can be strengthened for a final push to
2030. The SDG 7 Action Segment of the 2026
ECOSOC Partnership Forum will contribute to
this process by showcasing impactful energy
partnerships, and identifying pathways to scale
collective action towards the achievement of
SDG 7.

Objectives

The SDG 7 Action Segment aims to:

Place partnerships at the centre of SDG 7
implementation, highlighting how  multi-
stakeholder  collaboration  accelerates
progress and mobilizes the means of
implementation, including youth-inclusive
initiatives across the partnership cycle.
Showcase diverse and innovative energy
partnerships, such as the Energy Compacts,
that are delivering results on energy access,
clean energy transitions and energy
efficiency.

Discuss enabling conditions for scaling
impact, such as development and climate
finance, technology transfer, data and
monitoring, capacity building, inclusive
governance, with particular attention to
challenges related to de-risking,
concessional finance, the cost of capital in
LDCs, and youth leadership.

Identify  opportunities  for new  or
strengthened partnerships, including Energy
Compacts that advance just, inclusive and
resilient energy transitions and leave no one
behind.

Identify opportunities to leverage the Energy
Compact Action Network to match/better
align voluntary commitments with technical
and financial resources, advancing just and
resilient energy transitions.



Follow-up processes

ECOSOC  Partnership  Forum  outputs,
including the official summary and the
President of ECOSOC's Note, feeding into
the broader ECOSOC policy cycle and
preparations for the HLPF.

Regional consultations on SDG 7, led by the
United  Nations  Regional  Economic
Commissions, which will identify region-
specific challenges, priorities and good
practices to inform the global review.

An Expert Group Meeting on SDG 7, to be
held on 25-26 March in Geneva, convening
experts from governments, the UN system
and stakeholders to provide analytical inputs
and policy-relevant recommendations.

Thematic consultations and stakeholder
engagement  processes, including the
ECOSOC Youth Forum, the Science,

Technology and Innovation (STl) Forum, and
other relevant platforms, ensuring inclusive
participation and the integration of
science-, innovation- and  youth-led
perspectives.

Ongoing  UN-Energy coordination and
Energy Compact tracking processes,
supporting coherence across the UN system
and  accountability  for  partnership
commitments.

Collectively, these processes will feed into
the 2026 HLPF review of SDG 7, helping to
consolidate evidence, highlight partnership-
driven solutions, and support a final push
towards achieving affordable and clean
energy for all by 2030.
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Resources

Ensuring__access to affordable, reliable,
sustainable and modern energy for all -
Report of the Secretary-General

Draft energy resolution

SDG 7 Tracking_Report

Energy Compacts Annual Progress Report
SDG 7 Policy Briefs

Additional information

For more information, please visit the webpage
here:

https://sdgs.un.org/2026ECOSOCPartnershi
pForum

Contact

,f” -'%.5067 Y
Ve

Martin Niemetz - martin.niemetzeun.org
Nadine Salame - salameleun.org
Hadiza Abdulmumini -
hadiza.abdulmuminieunmgcy.org

Josh Oxby - josh.oxbyeunmgey.org
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https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4093601?ln=en&v=pdf
https://trackingsdg7.esmap.org/downloads
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Programme

12:00 - 12:05 PM Opening remarks

« Mr. Riad Meddeb, Director, Sustainable Energy Hub, UNDP

12:05 -12:55 PM Panel

Moderator: Mr. Josh Oxby, Global Focal Point, SDG7 Youth Constituency

Panelists:

e Mr. Abdoul Salam Bello, Chief, LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS, UN-OHRLLS (tbc)
e Ms. Sheila Oparaocha, Executive Director, ENERGIA
« Mr. Adedoyin Adeleke, Executive Director, Green Growth Africa

Sustainability Network

e Ms. Sydney Rodman, Founder & CEO, Green Revival

12:55 - 01:00 PM  Closing remarks

o Ms. Bahareh Seyedi, Senior Sustainable Development Officer, UN DESA

About the SDG Action Segments

The SDG Action Segments of the 2026
ECOSOC Partnership Forum are interactive,
multi-stakeholder sessions focused on the SDGs
under review at the 2026 High-level Political
Forum—Goals 6, 7, 9, and 1. Each Segment
highlights  how innovative and inclusive
partnerships can accelerate SDG
implementation, address persistent challenges,
and scale impact, with SDG 17 reflected as a
cross-cutting enabler.

With support from UN DESA, the Segments are
collaboratively co-organized by relevant UN
entities together with recognized stakeholder
networks, associations, and Major Groups,
reflecting the partnership-based approach they
are designed to showcase. Through concrete
examples, the Segments explore enabling
factors such as finance, technology, data, and
capacity-building, promote  balanced and
diverse participation, and identify opportunities
for new and strengthened partnerships that
generate synergies across the Goals and
advance the 2030 Agenda.
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