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Thank you for the opportunity to join these discussions at the Partnership Forum on the 80th 

anniversary of the Economic & Social Council. 

 

I am one of the co-chairs of the Major Groups & other Stakeholders, 22 constituencies engaged 

in the sustainable development agenda. Alongside many of my colleagues I am glad to join this 

Forum which celebrates and showcases partnerships between member states, UN agencies 

and many diverse stakeholder groups. 

 

From the earliest days of the United Nations the importance of broad partnerships has been at 

the heart of multilateral agreements. 

 

The Economic & Social Council is a vital but often overlooked body of the UN. Indeed economic 

and social development provides the most essential basis for human societies, ensuring greater 

equality and opportunities for all; and this work cannot be achieved without strong partnerships. 

 

Stakeholder participation is essential to the development of all our societies and underpins the 

delivery of the 2030 Agenda. Effective policies rely on shared decision-making and many 

community organisations are directly involved in local implementation of critical services, such 

as health, education and sanitation. 

 

We are therefore  concerned to see restrictions to civic space increasing in many countries and 

we strongly call for greater opportunities for dialogue and meaningful engagement.  

 

We highlight how many diverse stakeholders represented by the Major Groups & other 

Stakeholders are actively contributing to the delivery of the SDGs at country level and we call 

for greater support for locally-led delivery of the Agenda.  

 

In particular, we call for:  

- Adopting and expanding self-organised, universal and equitable civil society 

engagement models across each of the UN processes, based on the ECOSOC good 

practice 

- A focus on enhancing direct support for stakeholder participation at each level, including 

for the HLPF and next SDG Summit 

- Greater access to financing for locally-led development with and by local community 

organisations 


