
 

Short Bio: Allen Sophia Asiimwe 

Allen is a renowned international trade and development practitioner with proven success 
shaping long-term vision and offering strategic leadership to nurture growth across commercial 
and non-profit sectors working across Africa. She has great representational skills and has 
excelled in spearheading scalable projects/portfolios across the continent, driving decision-
making to deliver robust results reducing the time and cost to transport goods along key transport 
corridors, increasing exports and Jobs.  

Allen holds a Masters in Public Administration from the Harvard Kennedy School (Edward Mason 
Fellow, 2017) and a Masters in International Business Law from the University of Manchester, UK 
(1998). 

She has held various roles that have delivered impacts across the continent in trade, regional 
integration, banking, and governance. In her current role as the Deputy CEO and Chief of 
Programmes at TradeMark Africa (www.trademarkafrica.com), she oversees an annual 
programme budget of approximately $110m, strategic direction, operations and technical 
delivery of TMA’s entire project portfolio in infrastructure, trade environment, and business 
competitiveness spanning 20 countries in Africa. Allen also chairs the Environment, Social and 
Governance (ESG) Steering Committee charged with driving the sustainability agenda in 
corporate decisions and programming. Prior to this, Allen was a consultant for the African Export 
Import Bank supporting the implementation of the Intra Africa Trade Initiative across the 
continent and has served with various agencies including Standard Chartered Bank, and as past 

http://www.trademarkafrica.com/


CEO of AVID Development, a consulting firm working on key issues of trade, development, and 
governance in Africa. 

Allen sits on a few boards such as KCB (U) Ltd, and is also a co-founder of Girls For Girls, a global 
mentoring initiative that seeks to empower ONE million girls and women to lead. Girls For Girls 
now has a footprint in 40 countries globally, (of which 11 are in Africa) with over 2,000 mentors 
and has graduated more than 10,000 mentees. She previously chaired and sat on various boards 
such as The Innovation Fund, CivFund, FIDA Uganda, The Water Trust, and FEMNET.  

She is an accomplished speaker and writer and has spoken at various global and regional forums 
on numerous topics. She is also a guest lecturer/ speaker at academic institutions including 
Strathmore Business School, Nairobi, Kenya and Nova School of Business, Lisbon Portugal. 

 
X - Handle: @AllenAsiimwe1  
LinkedIn Handle: http://linkedin.com/in/allen-sophia-asiimwe-816a974 
 
About TMA: 
 
TradeMark Africa (TMA) (formerly TradeMark East Africa is a non-governmental organisation funded by a 
range of development agencies to promote prosperity in East Africa through trade. We believe that 
enhanced trade contributes to economic growth, reduced poverty, and increased prosperity. TMA works 
closely with African institutions, national governments, the private sector, and civil society organisations 
to increase trade by unlocking economic potential through reducing barriers to trade and increased 
business competitiveness. TMA has raised $1.5bn over the last fifteen years to support reforms across the 
region. 
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