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Chapter I 
  Resolutions adopted by the Conference 

 

 

  Resolution 1* 

  Our ocean, our future: united for urgent action 
 

 

 The 2025 United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of 

Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas 

and marine resources for sustainable development,  

 Having met in Nice, France, from 9 to 13 June 2025,  

 Recalling General Assembly resolution 78/128 of 18 December 2023, in which 

the Assembly decided that the Conference should adopt, by consensus, a brief, 

concise, action-oriented and intergovernmentally agreed declaration focusing on 

areas of accelerated and collective action to support the implementation of Goal 14, 

 1. Adopts the declaration entitled “Our ocean, our future: united for urgent 

action”, contained in the annex to the present resolution, as the outcome document of 

the 2025 United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable 

Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine 

resources for sustainable development;  

 2. Recommends that the General Assembly endorse, at its seventy-ninth 

session, the declaration as adopted by the Conference.  

 The text of the declaration as adopted by the Conference reads as follows:  

 

 

  Our ocean, our future: united for urgent action 
 

 

1. We, the Heads of State and Government and high-level representatives, meeting 

in Nice, France, from 9 to 13 June 2025 at the United Nations Conference to Support 

the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14 of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development,1 with the participation of civil society and other relevant 

stakeholders, reaffirm our strong commitment to conserve and sustainably use our 

ocean, seas and marine resources.  

2. We reaffirm the declaration entitled “Our ocean, our future, our responsibility”, 

adopted by the high-level United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation 

of Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas 

and marine resources for sustainable development held in Lisbon from 27 June to 

1 July 2022,2 and the declaration entitled “Our ocean, our future: call for action”, 

adopted by the Conference held in New York from 5 to 9 June 2017. 3 

3. The ocean is fundamental to life on our planet and to our future, and we remain 

deeply alarmed by the global emergency it faces. The ocean and its ecosystems are 

adversely affected by climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution. Action is not 

advancing at the speed or scale required to meet Goal 14 and realize the 2030 Agenda. 

A healthy, productive and resilient ocean is essential for a sustainable ocean -based 

economy, food security and nutrition, and underpins deep cultural and social 

connections. We must act with urgency to face this challenge with bold, ambitious, 

just and transformative action, and ensure that all people, including women and girls, 

persons with disabilities, youth, people in vulnerable situations, Indigenous Peoples 
__________________ 

 * Adopted at the 8th plenary meeting, on 13 June 2025; for the discussion, see chap. VI  

 1  Resolution 70/1. 

 2  Resolution 76/296, annex. 

 3  Resolution 71/312, annex. 

https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/78/128
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/70/1
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/76/296
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/71/312
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and local communities, are fully and meaningfully empowered and included in ocean -

related decision-making as appropriate. 

4. We emphasize that our actions to implement Goal 14 should be in accordance 

with, reinforce and not duplicate or undermine existing legal instruments, 

arrangements, processes, mechanisms or entities. We affirm the need to enhance the 

conservation and sustainable use of the ocean and its resources by implementing 

international law as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea,4 which provides the legal framework for the conservation and sustainable use of 

the oceans and their resources, as recalled in paragraph 158 of “The future we want”. 5 

5. We welcome our decision to take ambitious action to protect, conserve, 

sustainably use and restore the ocean and its ecosystems as included in the Pact for 

the Future.6 

 

  Conserving the ocean and its ecosystems 
 

6. We stress that the ocean plays an essential role in mitigating the adverse effects 

of climate change, including through ocean-based adaptation and resilience. We are 

deeply concerned that the ability of the ocean and its ecosystems to act as a climate 

regulator and to support adaptation has been weakened. The ocean and its ecosystems 

are adversely impacted by ocean acidification and climate change, including ocean 

warming and the slowdown of ocean circulation, compounded by marine pollution, 

biodiversity loss, eutrophication and deoxygenation.  

7. We underline the importance of interlinkages between the ocean, climate and 

biodiversity and call for enhanced and coordinated global action to minimize the 

impact of climate change and ocean acidification on the health of the ocean, its 

species and its ecosystems as well as coastal communities, including those who rely 

on the ocean for their food and livelihoods.  

8. We emphasize the particular importance of implementing the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change7 and the Paris Agreement,8 including the 

goal to limit the temperature increase to well below 2 degrees Celsius above 

pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to 

1.5 degrees Celsius, recognizing that this would significantly reduce the risks and  

impacts of climate change and help to ensure the health, productivity, sustainable use 

and resilience of the ocean and thus our future. We recall that article 2.2 of the Paris 

Agreement states that it will be implemented to reflect equity and the principle of 

common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities, in the ligh t of 

different national circumstances. We also emphasize the need to adapt to the 

unavoidable effects of climate change. We welcome the decisions adopted during the 

twenty-seventh session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change, in particular the Sharm el -Sheikh 

Implementation Plan, the twenty-eighth session of the Conference of the Parties to 

the Convention, in particular the UAE Consensus and its first global stocktake of the 

Paris Agreement, and the twenty-ninth session of the Conference of the Parties to the 

Convention, in particular the decision on the new collective quantified goal on climate 

finance. We welcome the convening of the ocean and climate change dialogue through 

the United Nations climate change conferences.  

__________________ 

 4  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1833, No. 31363. 

 5  Resolution 66/288, annex. 

 6  Resolution 79/1. 

 7  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1771, No. 30822. 

 8  Adopted under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in 

FCCC/CP/2015/10/Add.1, decision 1/CP.21. 

https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/66/288
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/79/1
https://docs.un.org/en/FCCC/CP/2015/10/Add.1
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9. We affirm the importance of full and effective implementation of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity 9  and its Protocols, as well as the Kunming-

Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, 10  including its ocean-related goals and 

targets, as well as its mission to halt and reverse biodiversity loss by 2030 and to 

place the global community on a path towards realizing the 2050 Vision for 

Biodiversity, and recognize the role of conserving, restoring and sustainably using the 

ocean, seas and marine resources in achieving these objectives.  

10. As adopted at the fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 

Convention on Biological Diversity and agreed upon as global targets in the 

Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, we will ensure and enable that 

by 2030 at least 30 per cent of terrestrial and inland water areas, and of marine and 

coastal areas, especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem 

functions and services, are effectively conserved and managed through ecologically 

representative, well-connected and equitably governed systems of protected areas and 

other effective area-based conservation measures, and at least 30 per cent of areas of 

degraded ecosystems are under effective restoration. In this regard, we will take 

effective legal, policy, administrative and capacity-building measures at all levels, as 

appropriate, to ensure the fair and equitable sharing of benefits that arise from the 

utilization of genetic resources and from digital sequence information on genetic 

resources, as well as traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources. These 

efforts should be in line with the Convention on Biological Diversity and should 

recognize and respect the integral role and rights of Indigenous Peoples, as 

established in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 11 

and local communities, including over their Indigenous and traditional territories 

where applicable, in line with section C of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 

Framework.  

11. We affirm our commitment to continued cooperation to address climate change -

related sea level rise and its effects, and acknowledge the ongoing work of the General 

Assembly to address sea level rise, including through the convening of the high -level 

meeting on sea level rise, held in New York on 25 September 2024, and take note of 

the request by the General Assembly for the President of the General Assembly to 

organize a one-day high-level plenary meeting of the Assembly at its eighty-first 

session. We recognize that climate change-related sea level rise disproportionately 

impacts small island developing States, least developed countries and coastal 

communities, especially in developing countries, and acknowledge the urgent need 

for greater international cooperation and collective action to enhance their adaptive 

capacities and build resilience while mitigating climate change. We are determined to 

strengthen international cooperation to support those who are particularly vulnerable 

to the adverse effects of climate change. 

12. We commend the leadership of small island developing States in highlighting 

and aiming to address sea level rise, and recall the endorsement of the 2021 Pacific 

Islands Forum Declaration on Preserving Maritime Zones in the Face of Climate 

Change-related Sea Level Rise, the 2023 Pacific Islands Forum Declaration on the 

Continuity of Statehood and the Protection of Persons in the Face of Climate Change-

related Sea Level Rise, the 2021 Alliance of Small Island States Leaders’ Declaration 

and the 2024 Alliance of Small Island States Leaders’ Declaration on Sea Level Rise 

and Statehood. 

__________________ 

 9  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619. 

 10  United Nations Environment Programme, document CBD/COP/15/17, decision 15/4, annex. 

 11  Resolution 61/295, annex. 

https://docs.un.org/en/CBD/COP/15/17
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/61/295
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13. We note the work of the International Law Commission on the topic “Sea -level 

rise in relation to international law” and encourage States to share their views on the 

various aspects of this topic.  

14. We recall the 2024 advisory opinion of the International Tribunal for the Law 

of the Sea on the request for an advisory opinion submitted by the Commission of 

Small Island States on Climate Change and International Law.  

15. We remain concerned by the high and rapidly increasing levels of plastic 

pollution, including in the marine environment, and its negative impacts on the 

environment and ecosystems and the environmental, social and economic dimensions 

of sustainable development. We recognize the importance of addressing this global 

challenge, and thus reaffirm our commitment to develop an international legally 

binding instrument on plastic pollution, including in the marine environment, which 

could include both binding and voluntary approaches, based on a comprehensive 

approach that addresses the full life cycle of plastic, taking into account, among other 

things, the principles of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, 12 as 

well as national circumstances and capabilities, in line with the mandate set out in 

United Nations Environment Assembly resolution 5/14 of 2 March 2022. 13 

16. We reaffirm our shared commitment to accelerating action to prevent, 

significantly reduce and control marine pollution of all kinds. We support the work 

of the International Maritime Organization in addressing ship-sourced pollution, 

underwater radiated noise from ships and dumping in the marine environment. We 

encourage all competent international organizations, in particular the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, to address the issue of abandoned, 

lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear and its impact on habitats and marine species.  

17. We reaffirm the need to adopt a source-to-sea approach and strengthen 

integrated coastal zone and ocean management, marine spatial planning, climate 

mitigation and adaptation as well as disaster risk reduction strategies to enhance the 

resilience of coastal and marine ecosystems and communities. We commit to nature-

based solutions and ecosystem-based approaches to protect, conserve and restore 

coastal ecosystems that act as natural buffers, such as mangroves, seagrasses, kelp 

forests, salt marshes and coral reefs, while promoting sustainable livelihoods and 

conserving biodiversity. We stress the importance of scaled-up and accelerated 

implementation of the Early Warnings for All initiative to ensure that coastal 

communities vulnerable to hazardous weather, water or climate events have equitable 

access to timely, accurate and actionable information and technology.  

18. We reiterate the need to increase scientific knowledge on deep sea ecosystems 

and recognize the work of the International Seabed Authority in the promotion and 

encouragement of marine scientific research in the Area. Noting the mandate of the 

International Seabed Authority, we welcome the progress of the work of the Authority 

towards the development of robust rules, regulations and procedures for exploitation 

of mineral resources in the Area, and reiterate the importance of the ongoing 

elaboration and standardization by the Authority, pursuant to article 145 of the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, of rules, regulations and procedures to 

ensure the effective protection of the marine environment, for, inter alia, the 

protection and conservation of the natural resources of the Area and for the prevention 

of damage to the flora and fauna of the marine environment from harmful effects that 

may arise from activities in the Area.  

 

__________________ 

 12  Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 

3-14 June 1992, vol. I, Resolutions Adopted by the Conference (United Nations publication, 

Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigendum), resolution 1, annex I.  

 13  UNEP/EA.5/Res.14. 

https://docs.un.org/en/UNEP/EA.5/Res.14
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  Promoting sustainable ocean-based economies 
 

19. We recognize the tremendous opportunities offered by sustainable ocean-based 

economies for States, especially developing countries and particularly small island 

developing States and least developed countries, to eradicate poverty and hunger and 

achieve economic growth and social development, while safeguarding the health, 

resilience and productivity of marine and coastal ecosystems for present and future 

generations. We recognize that international trade and environmental policies should 

be mutually supportive and World Trade Organization-consistent. In this regard, we 

reaffirm our commitment to supporting the implementation, as appropriate, of the 

Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for Small Island Developing States: A Renewed 

Declaration for Resilient Prosperity14  and the Doha Programme of Action for the 

Least Developed Countries.15 

20. We recognize the fundamental role of management tools, such as sustainable 

ocean plans, in achieving sustainable ocean-based economies and the sustainable 

management of ocean areas under national jurisdiction. In this regard, we acknowledge 

the voluntary commitments of some coastal States to ensure that 100 per cent of ocean 

areas under national jurisdictions are sustainably managed by 2030.  

21. We are deeply troubled by the continuously degrading accumulated trends at the 

global level in the status of marine fish stocks due to unsustainable practices, 

challenges from illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, overcapacity and 

overfishing, climate change, ocean acidification, loss of biodiversity, pollution and 

aquatic ecosystems degradation, while noting variability between and within regions. 

We therefore call for decisive and collective action to ensure sustainable fisheries and 

aquaculture systems, including by, inter alia, enhancing transparency, the use of 

technology, enhancing science- and knowledge-based management, promoting, 

scaling up and replicating successes, and working together to end illegal, unreported 

and unregulated fishing. As a key pillar of the ocean economy, fisheries and 

aquaculture provide livelihoods, economic opportunities, food security and nutrition 

to millions worldwide. We emphasize the urgent need to improve sustainability of 

fisheries and aquaculture to combat malnutrition and poverty, particularly for people 

in vulnerable situations, while ensuring the long-term health of marine ecosystems.  

22. We encourage all States to promote participatory management schemes for 

small-scale fisheries in accordance with national laws, regulations and practices, and 

in line with the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small -scale Fisheries 

in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication.  

23. We highlight the importance of efforts in regional fisheries management 

organizations to establish sound management measures for sustainable fisheries and 

to contribute to global efforts to end illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing. We 

encourage States, individually and through regional fisheries management 

organizations and arrangements, to strengthen or establish rules and regulations on 

and promote the use of the best available technology, including, where appropriate, 

electronic monitoring systems to ensure effective monitoring, control and surveillance 

as well as compliance with relevant conservation and management measures.  

24. We encourage World Trade Organization members to deposit their instruments 

of acceptance of the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies to enable its entry into force 

and implementation. We invite members to advance and conclude negotiations as 

soon as possible and by the Fourteenth Ministerial Conference of the World Trade 

Organization on additional provisions on fisheries subsidies that contribute to 

overcapacity and overfishing to achieve a comprehensive fisheries subsidies 
__________________ 

 14  Resolution 78/317, annex. 

 15  Resolution 76/258, annex. 

https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/78/317
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/76/258
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agreement, and recognize that appropriate and effective special and differential 

treatment for developing country members and least developed country members 

should be an integral part of these negotiations.  

25. We recognize the critical role of maritime transport, maritime routes and marine 

infrastructure in the global economy, trade, food and energy security, as well as the 

significant challenges of reducing greenhouse gas emissions in this sector. We take 

note of the adoption by the International Maritime Organization of the 2023 Strategy 

on Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Ships and its ambition to reach net -

zero emissions from international shipping by or around, i.e. close to, 2050.  

 

  Accelerating action 
 

26. We note the adoption of the Agreement under the United Nations Convention 

on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological 

Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction 16 and call upon States and regional 

economic integration organizations that have not done so to consider signing and 

ratifying, approving or accepting the Agreement. We emphasize the importance of the 

early entry into force and effective implementation of the Agreement.  

27. We call upon States to promote awareness and education campaigns at the local, 

national, regional and international levels to inform the public about the importance 

of maintaining a healthy ocean and resilient marine ecosystems. We commit to 

ensuring that people, especially children and youth, are empowered with the relevant 

knowledge and skills, through promoting and supporting quality education and 

lifelong learning for ocean literacy.  

28. We emphasize the critical need for national ocean accounting and mapping of 

coastal and marine ecosystems, and of the ocean floor, as appropriate, to inform policy 

decisions, development planning, integrated coastal zone management, and 

conservation planning. 

29. We encourage cooperation to strengthen regional initiatives, regional seas 

conventions and action plans, the United Nations Environment Programme Regional 

Seas Programme and, where appropriate, establish coordination mechanisms for the 

integrated management and sustainable development of coastal and marine areas, 

fostering biodiversity and ecological corridors and promoting conservation, 

restoration and the sustainable use of marine resources at the local, national and 

regional levels. 

30. Ocean action must be based on the best available science and knowledge, 

including, where available, traditional knowledge, knowledge of Indigenous Peoples 

and local knowledge systems, while recognizing and respecting the rights of 

Indigenous Peoples, as established in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 

of Indigenous Peoples, and local communities, in conserving, restoring and 

sustainably using the ocean, seas and marine resources for sustainable development. 

To that end we: 

 (a) Affirm the value of strengthening sharing of knowledge and expertise, 

including, where there is free, prior and informed consent, the knowledges, 

innovations, practices and technologies of Indigenous Peoples and local communities, 

traditional knowledge and local knowledge systems;  

 (b) Support new scientific research to address the multiple challenges facing 

the ocean, including climate change, biodiversity loss, pollution, food security and 

nutrition, water management, energy transitions and disaster risk;  

__________________ 

 16  A/CONF.232/2023/4. 

https://docs.un.org/en/A/CONF.232/2023/4
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 (c) Commit to further improving the scientific understanding of the ocean and 

supporting sustainable science- and knowledge-based measures, exchanges and 

collaboration to accelerate action, including through the Regular Process for Global 

Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine Environment, including 

Socioeconomic Aspects, and its World Ocean Assessments, the United Nations 

Decades of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development and on Ecosystem 

Restoration (2021–2030), and relevant assessments concerning ocean science and 

knowledge, such as those prepared under the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change and the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 

Ecosystem Services;  

 (d) Support a strong science-policy interface to provide timely, credible and 

salient scientific and socioeconomic information to inform policies and actions. We 

note the opportunity to promote the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of 

the ocean by engaging decision-makers and fostering scientific inclusiveness through 

scientific research, and also note the proposal for an International Platform for Ocean 

Sustainability; 

 (e) Support the use of diverse and multilingual scientific knowledge from a 

variety of sources, from different regions and in different languages;  

 (f) Commit to strengthening coordinated international, regional, subregional 

and national scientific observation and data collection efforts, including, as 

appropriate, through the development of integrated information management, tools 

such as digital representation of the ocean, infrastructure and systems that provide 

access to reliable, timely and high-quality marine data;  

 (g) Support enhancing cooperation, including South-South and triangular 

cooperation, to strengthen mechanisms for collaboration, peer learning, knowledge -

sharing and exchange of best practices within marine scientific research, and to 

support developing countries in addressing their constraints in access to technology, 

and analysing and using reliable data and statistics;  

 (h) Recognize the contributions of effective area-based management tools, 

such as effectively and equitably managed, ecologically representative and well -

connected marine protected areas and other effective area-based conservation 

measures, including through traditional marine tenure and community-based resource 

management, to support the health and resilience of the ocean and coastal ecosystems, 

their species and the coastal communities that depend on them, and the need, where 

applicable, to invest in maintaining or enhancing their contributions;  

 (i) Recognize the important role of the sustainable blue bioeconomy in 

conserving, restoring and sustainably using the ocean.  

31. We recognize that Goal 14 is one of the least funded Sustainable Development 

Goals and that accelerating ocean action globally requires significant and accessible 

finance and the fulfilment of existing commitments and obligations under relevant 

intergovernmental agreements. It also requires adequate and scaled-up means of 

implementation for developing countries, in particular small island developing States 

and least developed countries, to address the funding gap of Goal 14. In this regard, 

we: 

 (a) Look forward to the convening of the Fourth International Conference on 

Financing for Development, to be held in Seville, Spain, from 30 June to 3 July 2025;  

 (b) Call for greater mobilization of resources from all sources and support the 

use of suitable financial instruments to accelerate ocean action and ensure the health 

and resilience of the ocean, noting that the utilization of instruments would differ 

based on different national contexts; 
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 (c) Strive to strengthen the provision of scaled-up resources in developing 

countries, especially small island developing States and least developed countries, 

including public, grant-based and concessional finance and non-debt instruments, as 

well as other types of concessional finance, including from multilateral development 

banks in line with their mandates, and reiterate the central role of national policies, 

domestic resources and development strategies;  

 (d) Promote the sustainable ocean-based economy, including as an attractive 

investment opportunity through instruments such as blue bonds, blue loans and 

payment for ecosystem services, and encourage the active and meaningful 

involvement of the private sector, including banks, insurers and investors in the 

transition to sustainable ocean-based economies; 

 (e) Recognize the importance of increasing scientific knowledge and 

development of research capacity of developing countries, in particular small island 

developing States and least developed countries, including through technology 

transfer on mutually agreed terms and capacity-building, to allow them to invest in 

conservation and restoration efforts and to sustainably use our ocean, seas and marine 

resources for sustainable development;  

 (f) Underline the need to support coastal communities, in particular small -

scale and artisanal fisheries and sustainable aquaculture producers, women and girls, 

youth, Indigenous Peoples and local communities, in developing and implementing 

locally driven adaptation measures, and stress the importance of enhancing their 

capacity to effectively engage, advocate and manage marine resources in a sustainable 

manner. 

32. We value the voluntary commitments made to implement Goal 14, including at 

United Nations Ocean Conferences, and encourage partnerships to expand initiatives 

and increase their impact. We acknowledge the inclusive nature of voluntary 

commitments and encourage appropriate review and follow-up on the progress on 

voluntary commitments.  

33. We emphasize the importance of multilateral ocean governance and the 

integration of ocean-related issues into relevant multilateral efforts and forums, in 

line with their respective mandates, to ensure that ocean sustainability is effectively 

integrated and adequately addressed in the relevant discussions and agendas, 

particularly those directly linked to ocean health.  

34. Conscious of the numerous challenges the ocean faces, we will remain ambitious  

and engaged, and look forward to future United Nations Ocean Conferences.  
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  Resolution 2* 

  Credentials of representatives to the 2025 United Nations 

Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable 

Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, 

seas and marine resources for sustainable development  
 

 

 The 2025 United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of 

Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas 

and marine resources for sustainable development,  

 Having considered the report of the Credentials Committee and the 

recommendation contained therein,1 

 Approves the report of the Credentials Committee.  

  

__________________ 

 * Adopted at the 8th plenary meeting, on 13 June 2025; for the discussion, see chap. V.  

 1  A/CONF.230/2025/15., para. 16. 

https://docs.un.org/en/A/CONF.230/2025/15
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Chapter II 
  Organization of work and other organizational matters 

 

 

 A. Date and venue of the Conference 
 

 

1. The 2025 United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of 

Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and 

marine resources for sustainable development was held in Nice, France, from 9 to 

13 June 2025, pursuant to General Assembly resolution 78/128. During that period, 

the Conference held 8 plenary meetings and 10 Ocean Action panels.  

 

 

 B. Attendance 
 

 

2. The list of participants is contained in document A/CONF.230/2025/INF/2. 

3. A large number of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) also attended the 

Conference. 

 

 

 C. Opening of the Conference 
 

 

4. The Conference was opened on 9 June by the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations, in his capacity as temporary President in accordance with rule 17 of the 

provisional rules of procedure.  

5. At the opening of the Conference, during its 1st plenary meeting on 9 June, 

statements were made by the Presidents of the Conference, namely, the President of 

Costa Rica, Rodrigo Chaves Robles, and the President of France, Emmanuel Macron; 

the Secretary-General of the United Nations, António Guterres; the President of the 

General Assembly, Philemon Yang; the Secretary-General of the Conference, Li 

Junhua; the President of the Regional Council of Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur and 

Deputy President, Régions de France, Renaud Muselier; and the Mayor of Nice, 

Christian Estrosi. The Conference was informed that the President of the Economic 

and Social Council was unable to attend. At the same meeting, at the invitation of the 

President of the Conference (Costa Rica), a statement was made by the President of 

Brazil, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva.  

 

 

 D. Election of the two Presidents and other officers of the Conference  
 

 

6. At its 1st plenary meeting, the Conference elected its officers.  

 

  Two Presidents of the Conference 
 

7. Mr. Chaves Robles and Mr. Macron were elected by acclamation as the 

Presidents of the Conference. 

 

  Vice-Presidents 
 

8. The following Vice-Presidents were elected by acclamation:  

 African States: Kenya, Mauritius and Morocco  

 Asia-Pacific States: Micronesia (Federated States of), Philippines and Singapore  

 Eastern European States: Armenia, Croatia and Poland  

 Latin American and Caribbean States: Brazil and Dominican Republic  

 Western European and other States: Germany and Monaco  

https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/78/128
https://docs.un.org/en/A/CONF.230/2025/INF/2
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9. The following ex officio Vice-Presidents were elected by acclamation:  

 Costa Rica and France 

 

  Rapporteur-General 
 

10. Omar Hilale Morocco) was elected by acclamation as Rapporteur-General of the 

Conference. 

 

 

 E. Adoption of the rules of procedure 
 

 

11. At its 1st plenary meeting, the Conference adopted its rules of procedure (see 

A/CONF.230/2025/2). 

 

 

 F. Adoption of the agenda of the Conference 
 

 

12. At the same meeting, the Conference adopted the agenda (A/CONF.230/2025/1).  

 

 

 G. Organization of work, including the establishment of subsidiary 

organs, and other organizational matters 
 

 

13. At its 1st plenary, the Conference approved the organization of work as 

contained in document A/CONF.230/2025/3. 

14. At the same meeting, the Conference approved a request from the delegation of 

the European Union that both the President of the European Council and the President 

of the European Commission be allowed to make statements, with a total time not 

exceeding five minutes allocated to each speaker.  

15. At the same meeting, at the invitation of the President (Costa Rica), statements 

were made by the President of the European Council, António Costa, and the 

President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen.  

16. Also at the 1st plenary meeting, the Presidents informed the Conference of the 

appointment of the Co-Chairs of the Ocean Action panels, as follows:  

 (a) Ocean Action panel 1, on the theme “Conserving, sustainably managing 

and restoring marine and coastal ecosystems, including deep-sea ecosystems”: the 

Minister of Environment and Climate Change of Brazil, Marina Silva, and the 

Minister of the Environment and Energy of Greece, Stavros Papastavrou;  

 (b) Ocean Action panel 2, on the theme “Increasing ocean-related scientific 

cooperation, knowledge, capacity-building, marine technology and education to 

strengthen the science-policy interface for ocean health”: the Minister for Foreign 

Affairs of Panama, Javier Martínez Acha Vásquez, and the Minister of Agriculture 

and Maritime Affairs of Portugal, José Manuel Fernandes;  

 (c) Ocean Action panel 3, on the theme “Mobilizing finance for ocean actions 

in the support of Sustainable Development Goal 14”: the Minister for the Environment,  

Energy and Climate of Iceland, Jóhann Páll Jóhannsson, and the Minister for Foreign 

Affairs and Foreign Trade of Jamaica, Kamina Johnson Smith;  

 (d) Ocean Action panel 4, on the theme “Preventing and significantly reducing 

marine pollution of all kinds, in particular from land-based activities”: the Federal 

Minister for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 

Safety of Germany, Carsten Schneider, and the Minister of Environment of 

Mauritania, Messouda Mohamed Laghdaf;  

https://docs.un.org/en/A/CONF.230/2025/2
https://docs.un.org/en/A/CONF.230/2025/1
https://docs.un.org/en/A/CONF.230/2025/3
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 (e) Ocean Action panel 5, on the theme “Fostering sustainable fisheries 

management, including supporting small-scale fishers”: the Minister for Environmental 

Protection and Green Transition of Croatia, Marija Vučković, and the Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Viet Nam, Bui Thanh Son;  

 (f) Ocean Action panel 6, on the theme “Advancing sustainable ocean-based 

economies, sustainable maritime transport and coastal community resilience, leaving 

no one behind”: the Deputy Minister of Fisheries and Oceans of Canada, Annette 

Gibbons, and the President of Palau, Surangel S. Whipps Jr.;  

 (g) Ocean Action panel 7, on the theme “Leveraging ocean, climate and 

biodiversity interlinkages”: the Minister of Mobility, Climate and Ecological Transition  

in charge of Sustainable Development of Belgium, Jean-Luc Crucke, and the Vice-

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Indonesia, Arif Havas Oegroseno;  

 (h) Ocean Action panel 8, the theme on “Promoting and supporting all forms of 

cooperation, especially at the regional and subregional levels”: the Undersecretary of 

State for Environment and Energy Security of Italy, Claudio Barbaro, and the Minister  

of Energy Transition and Sustainable Development of Morocco, Leila Benali;  

 (i) Ocean Action panel 9, on the theme “Promoting the role of sustainable food  

from the ocean for poverty eradication and food security”: the Deputy Minister for  

Marine Policy, Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries of the Republic of Korea, Kim 

Sungbum, and Vice-President of the United Republic of Tanzania, Philip Isdor Mpango;  

 (j) Ocean Action panel 10, on the theme “Enhancing the conservation and 

sustainable use of oceans and their resources by implementing international law as 

reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea”: the former 

Minister for Foreign Affairs and Special Envoy for the Ocean of Chile, Heraldo 

Munoz Valenzuela, and a member of the International Law Commission, Penelope 

Ridings (New Zealand). 

17. At its 7th plenary meeting, on 12 June, the President informed the Conference 

of the appointment of the Minister of Blue Economy and Fisheries of Zanzibar of the 

United Republic of Tanzania, Shaaban Ali Othman, in lieu of the Vice-President of 

the United Republic of Tanzania, Mr. Mpango, as Co-Chair of Ocean Action panel 9. 

 

 

 H. Credentials of representatives to the Conference 
 

 

18. Rule 4 of the rules of procedure of the Conference provides that “[a] Credentials 

Committee of nine members shall be appointed at the beginning of the Conference. 

Its composition shall be based on that of the Credentials Committee of the General 

Assembly at its current session. It shall examine the credentials of representatives and 

report to the Conference without delay.”  

19. One State that was a member of the Credentials Committee of the General 

Assembly at its seventy-ninth session was not available to serve on the Credentials 

Committee of the Conference. Therefore, in line with past practice, the President of 

the Conference, at the 1st plenary meeting, on 9 June, informed the Conference that 

Canada had been nominated to replace the United States of America as a member of 

the Credentials Committee of the Conference.  

20. Also at its 1st plenary meeting, the Conference appointed a Credentials 

Committee consisting of the following States: Antigua and Barbuda, Cabo Verde, 

Canada, China, Dominica, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Liberia, Monaco and 

Russian Federation. 
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 I. Documentation 
 

 

21. The list of documents before the Conference is contained in annex I to the 

present report. 

  



A/CONF.230/2025/16 
 

 

18/65 25-16924 

 

Chapter III 
  General debate 

 

 

22. At its 1st plenary meeting, on 9 June, under agenda item 8, “General debate”, 

the Conference heard addresses by the President of Burundi, Evariste Ndayishimiye 

(on behalf of the African States), the President of Palau, Mr. Whipps Jr. (on behalf of 

the Alliance of Small Island States), the President of Iraq, Abdullatif Jamal Rashid 

(on behalf of the Group of 77 and China), the President of Peru, Dina Ercilia Boluarte 

Zegarra, Prince Albert II of Monaco, the President of Cabo Verde, José Maria Pereira 

Neves, the President of Sierra Leone, Julius Maada Bio, the President of the Marshall 

Islands, Hilda Heine, the President of Guinea-Bissau, Úmaro Sissoco Embaló, the 

President of Cyprus, Nikos Christodoulides, King Abdullah II ibn Al Hussein of 

Jordan, the Vice-President of China, Han Zheng, the Prime Minister of Croatia, 

Andrej Plenković, the President of North Macedonia, Gordana Siljanovska-Davkova 

and the President of Madagascar, Andry Nirina Rajoelina.  

23. At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 9 June, the Conference heard addresses by the 

President of Costa Rica, Mr. Chaves Robles, the President of the Comoros, Azali 

Assoumani, the Prime Minister and Minister for Treasury of Papua New Guinea, 

James Marape, the President of the Dominican Republic, Luis Rodolfo Abinader 

Corona, the President of the Presidential Council of Libya, Mohamed Younis A Menfi, 

the Prime Minister of Greece, Kyriakos Mitsotakis, the President of Armenia, Vahagn 

Khachaturyan, the Vice-President of the United Republic of Tanzania, Mr. Mpango, 

the Prime Minister of Viet Nam, Pham Minh Chinh (also on behalf of the Association 

of Southeast Asian Nations), the Prime Minister of Latvia, Evika Siliņa, the President 

of Tajikistan, Emomali Rahmon, the Prime Minister of Spain, Pedro Sánchez Pérez-

Castejón, the Prime Minister of Ireland, Micheál Martin, the Prime Minister of 

Portugal, Luís Montenegro, the Prime Minister, of Tuvalu, Feleti Teo, the Prime 

Minister of Solomon Islands, Jeremiah Manele, the Prime Minister of the Cook 

Islands, Mark Brown, the Prime Minister of Cambodia, Samdech Moha Borvor 

Thipadei Manet Hun, the Prime Minister, Head of Government, Minister of Sports 

and Living Environment of Côte d’Ivoire, Robert Mambé Beugré, and the Prime 

Minister of Niue, Dalton Tagelagi.  

24. At the same meeting, the Conference heard a statement by the Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister of Environment of Slovakia, Tomáš Taraba.  

25. At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 10 June, the Conference heard addresses by the 

Prime Minister, Minister of Defence, Home Affairs and External Communications, 

Minister of Finance and Minister of Rodrigues and Outer Islands of Mauritius, 

Navinchandra Ramgoolam, the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, Investment 

and Economic Transformation, Civil Aviation and E-Governance of Belize, John 

Briceño, and the Prime Minister of Eswatini, Russell Mmiso Dlamini.  

26.  At the same meeting, the Conference heard statements by the State Secretary 

for Maritime Fisheries of Morocco, Zakia Driouich, the Deputy Chairman of the 

Cabinet of Ministers of Kyrgyzstan, Edil Baisalov, the Vice-Prime Minister and 

Minister Coordinator for Economic Affairs and Minister of Tourism and Environment 

of Timor-Leste, Francisco Kalbuadi Lay, the Deputy Prime Minister of Cuba, Eduardo 

Martinez Diaz, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Singapore, Vivian Balakrishnan, 

the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs of Lesotho, 

Nthomeng Majara, the Minister of Environment of Angola, Ana Paula de Carvalho, 

the Federal Minister for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and 

Nuclear Safety of Germany, Mr. Schneider, the Minister of Oceans and Fisheries of the 

Republic of Korea, Kang Do-Hyung, the Minister for Climate and the Environment of 

Sweden, Romina Pourmokhtari, the Minister of Environmental Protection and 
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Agriculture of Georgia, David Songulashvili, the Minister of Earth Science of India, 

Jitendra Singh, the Minister of Fisheries and Ocean Policy of Norway, Marianne 

Sivertsen Næss, the Minister of Natural Resources and Spatial Planning of Slovenia, 

Jože Novak, the Presidential Aide and Special Presidential Representative on Climate 

Issues of the Russian Federation, Ruslan Edelgeriyev, the Secretary of Environment 

and Natural Resources of Mexico, Alicia Bárcena Ibarra, the Minister of the 

Environment of Chile, Maisa Rojas Corradi, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, African 

Cooperation and Mauritanians Abroad of Mauritania, Mohamed Salem Ould 

Merzoug, the Minister of Fisheries and Ocean Resources of Maldives, Ahmed 

Shiyam, the Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs of France, Jean-Noël Barrot, the 

Minister of Fisheries, Water Resources and National Assembly Natters of the Gambia, 

Musa Drammeh, and the Minister of Environment of Egypt, Yasmine Fouad.  

27. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 10 June, the Conference heard addresses by the 

President and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Immigration of Kiribati, Taneti 

Maamau, the President and Head of Government of the Federated States of 

Micronesia, Wesley W. Simina, and the Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign 

Affairs and Trade of Samoa, Fiamē Naomi Mataʻafa.  

28. At the same meeting, the Conference heard statements by the Minister of 

Climate and the Environment of Finland, Sari Multala, the Minister of Agriculture, 

Lands, Fisheries and Blue Economy of Antigua and Barbuda, Anthony Smith, the 

Minister of Environmental Protection and Special Envoy of the President of Serbia, 

Sara Pavkov, the Minister of Primary Resources and Tourism of Brunei Darussalam, 

Abdul Manaf Metussin, the Minister for Environment and Gender Equality of 

Denmark, Magnus Heunicke, the Minister of Environment, Energy and Climate of 

Iceland, Mr. Jóhannsson, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade of 

Jamaica, Ms. Smith, the Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources of Kazakhstan, 

Yerlan Nyssanbayev, the Minister of Environment and Ecological Transition of 

Senegal, Daouda Ngom, the Minister of Environment and Climate Change of Qatar, 

Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki Al-Subaie, the Minister of Environment and 

Sustainable Development of Djibouti, Mohamed Abdoulkader Moussa Helem, the 

Minister of Environment of Rwanda, Valentine Uwamariya, the Minister for the 

Environment and Water of Australia, Murray Watt, the Minister of Environment of 

Uruguay, Edgardo Ortuño, the Minster for Water and Flooding of the United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Emma Harddy, the Minister of the 

Environment, Ecology and Climate of Gabon, Mays Lloyd Mouissi, the Minister of 

Water and Environment of Yemen, Taofeq Abdulwahd Ali Al-Sharjabi, the Minister 

of Fisheries, Oceans and Maritime Affairs of Vanuatu, Jack Norris Kalmet, the 

Minister of Ecology, Environmental Protection and Climate Change of Uzbekistan, 

Aziz Abdukhakimov, the Minister for Environment, Science, Technology and 

Innovation of Ghana, Ibrahim Murtala Muhammed, the Minister for the Enviro nment 

and Natural Resources of The Bahamas, Vaughn Peterson Miller, the Minister of 

Marine Affairs and Fisheries of Indonesia, Sakti Wahyu Trenggono, the Minister for 

Foreign Affairs of Panama, Mr. Acha Vásquez, and the Minister of Marine and Blue 

Economy of Nigeria, Adegboyega Oyetola. 

29. At the 5th plenary meeting, on 11 June, the Conference heard statements by the 

Minister for Climate Change and National Resilience of Nauru, Asterio Appi, the 

Cabinet Secretary for Mining, Blue Economy and Maritime Affairs of Kenya, Ali 

Hassan Joho, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Migration and Tunisians Abroad of 

Tunisia, Mohamed Ali Nafti, the Minister for Environment and Climate Change of 

Fiji, Mosese Bulitavu, the Minister for Agriculture, Climate Change and Environment 

of Seychelles, Flavien P Joubert, the Minister of Environment, Climate and Wildlife 

of Zimbabwe, Evelyn Ndlovu, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation of Equatorial Guinea, Simeón Oyono Esono Angue, the Minister of 
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Environment, Youth and Sustainable Tourism of Sao Tome and Principe, Nilda Borges 

da Mata, the Minister of the Environment and Sustainable Development of the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Eve Bazaiba Masudi, the Minister of 

Environment, Protection of Nature and Sustainable Development of Cameroon, Pierre 

Helé, the Minister of Environment and Natural Resources of El Salvador, Fernando 

López Larreynaga, Minister and Permanent Observer of the State of Palestine, Riyad 

Mansour, the Minister of Sustainable Development, Environment, Climate Action and 

Constituency Empowerment of Saint Kitts and Nevis, Joyelle Clarke, Cardinal of the 

Holy See, Peter Turkson, the Deputy Minister of Environment, Urbanization and 

Climate Change of Türkiye, Fatma Varank, the Undersecretary of the Department of 

the Interior and Local Government of the Philippines, Marlo Iringan, the Deputy 

Minister for Digital Development, Digital Transformations and Digitalization, 

Ministry of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources of Ukraine, Sergii 

Vlasenko, the Vice-Minister for Water of the Ministry of Environment and Natural 

Resources of Guatemala, Jaime Luis Carrera Campos, the Deputy Minister for the 

Environment of Czechia, František Talíř, the Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign 

Affairs of Japan, Matsumoto Hisashi, the Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and 

Environment of Thailand, Narapat Kaeothong, the Vice-Minister of Environment of 

Ecuador, María Daniela Limongi Izaguirre, as well as by the representatives of the 

Plurinational State of Bolivia (also on behalf of the landlocked developing countries), 

Israel and Algeria.  

30. At the 6th plenary meeting, on 11 June, the Conference heard statements by the 

Minister of Environment of Lebanon, Tamara Elzein, and the representatives of 

Azerbaijan, Switzerland, Pakistan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Sri Lanka, Poland, 

Kuwait, Estonia, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Malaysia, Romania, Bangladesh, 

Kingdom of the Netherlands, Tonga, Barbados, New Zealand South Africa, United 

Arab Emirates, Malta, Lithuania, Luxembourg and Italy.  

31. At the same meeting, the Conference heard statements by the representatives of 

the following observers: Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, International 

Criminal Police Organization, Intergovernmental Authority on Development and 

Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes and of 

Malta.  

32. Also at the same meeting, the representatives of the Russian Federation and 

India made statements in exercise of the right of reply.  

33. At the 7th plenary meeting, on 12 June, the Conference heard statements by the 

Minister for the Environment, Sustainable Development and Congo Basin of the 

Congo, Arlette Soudan-Nonault, the Minister for Mobility, Climate and Ecological 

Transition in charge of Sustainable Development of Belgium, Mr. Crucke, and the 

representatives of Austria, Colombia, Panama, Oman and Canada.  

34. At the same meeting, the Conference heard statements by the representatives of 

the following observers: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD), International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources, 

International Seabed Authority, Andean Development Corporation, International 

Chamber of Commerce, Pacific Islands Forum, United Nations Office for Project 

Services (UNOPS), British Virgin Islands, International Whaling Commission, 

United Nations Capital Development Fund, Office of the High Representative for the 

Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island 

Developing States, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

(UNCTAD), Green Climate Fund, Regular Process for Global Reporting  and 

Assessment of the State of the Marine Environment, including Socioeconomic 

Aspects, Economic Community of Central African States, United Nations 

Development Programme, Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention 
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on Climate Change, Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Economic 

and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific and Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO).  

35. Also at the same meeting, the Conference heard statements by the 

representatives of the following NGOs: Oceano Azul Foundation, Sustainable Ocean 

Alliance, International Indian Treaty Council, Asociación Indígena Lafquenche, 

Peace Boat, Women in Europe for a Common Future, Oikos – Cooperação e 

Desenvolvimento, Ocean Eco Alliance, High Seas Alliance, University of 

Strathclyde, Blue Forest, Plant-for-the-Planet, OceanCare, Parliamentarians for 

Global Action, Stimson Center, The Blue Quest, Partnership for  Observation of the 

Global Ocean, Reef Aquaculture Conservancy, Land is Life, Ocean Ride, 

Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace, German Marine Research 

Consortium and Cooperativa Autogestionaria de Servicios Profesionales para la 

Solidaridad Social.  

 

  Summary of the general debate 
 

36. The following summary is provided in accordance with paragraph 22 of annex  II 

to General Assembly resolution 78/128. The present section contains summaries of 

the statements made at the opening of the Conference, which are organized by speaker 

in the order in which they were delivered, followed by key messages from the 

statements made during the general debate.  

 

  Summary of addresses delivered at the opening of the Conference  
 

37. President of France, noting that Nice comes from the Greek word for victory, 

urged all to commit to the battle on behalf of the ocean. In such challenging times for 

multilateralism, simply mobilizing together was a victory. With 50 heads of State and 

Government and 30 heads of organizations in attendance, the outpouring of political 

will had been impressive. After detailing some of the worst impacts of climate change 

and pollution, he reminded participants that the ocean was a key climate regulator and 

that action to combat plastic pollution was critical, with the active involvement of all 

stakeholders and guided by science. He highlighted various scientific initiatives, 

including the Mercator Ocean International platform, an online resource for ocean 

data, forecasting and a “digital twin” of the ocean; the Starfish Barometer, an annual 

report on ocean health; and European plans for the Neptune ocean exploration 

mission, to be conducted in 2026. He hailed the progress that had been made in the 

ratification of the Agreement under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas 

beyond National Jurisdiction (Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas 

beyond National Jurisdiction). Noting that the ocean was not for sale, he called for a 

moratorium on seabed mining, pledged to support efforts to combat illegal, 

unreported and unregulated fishing, including through World Trade Organization 

(WTO) measures, and to protect marine areas, including in the exclusive economic 

zone of French Polynesia. 

38. The President of Costa Rica called attention in particular to the concerns of 

small-scale fishers, and he thanked the Secretary-General for keeping the ocean at the 

heart of the international agenda. He called for the global community to value the 

ocean and stop treating it as a limitless food pantry and garbage dump. Pollution was 

increasing and biodiversity was regressing. If current trends continued, there would 

be more plastic than fish in the ocean by 2050. Decades after abolishing the army and 

investing in forest preservation, Costa Rica had announced that the time had come to 

declare peace with the ocean. In that connection, he pointed to his country’s blue fund, 

partnerships to protect marine ecosystems, work with the fishing sector to develop 

https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/78/128
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the economy sustainably and ratification of the Agreement on Marine Biological 

Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction, as well as its moratorium on seabed 

mining that was rooted in the precautionary approach. Costa Rica was working with 

France and other partners to invest in science, develop nature-based solutions and 

forge a new contract with marine life.  

39. The Secretary-General emphasized that, while the ocean was vital for the well-

being of humanity, it was under severe threat from overfishing, plastic pollution and 

climate change. Fish stocks were collapsing, 23 million tons of plastic entered the 

ocean annually and warming seas were accelerating coral loss and sea level rise. 

Piracy, organized crime, trafficking in persons and the looting of natural resources 

were threatening lives, undermining development and robbing coastal communities 

of their rights. At the same time, progress had been made, such as the adoption of the 

Kunming-Montreal Biodiversity Framework and the Agreement on Marine Biological 

Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction, and commitments to net -zero 

shipping. There was an urgent need to conclude a treaty on plastic pollution and reach 

agreement on fisheries subsidies under WTO, while increasing finance for Goal 14 

through public, private and development bank support and providing support for 

small island developing States to build resilience and thrive in the blue economy. The 

Secretary-General emphasized his support for the ongoing work of the International 

Seabed Authority to ensure governance of seabed mining. With coordinated global 

action, science and investments, the world could move from short-term ocean 

exploitation to long-term stewardship of the ocean. 

40. The President of the General Assembly noted that the third United Nations 

Ocean Conference, which was being held only weeks before the commemoration of 

the eightieth anniversary of the signing of the Charter of the United Nations, marked 

a new stage in global efforts to protect the ocean. He emphasized that the time to act 

was now and stressed that the commitments that had been made by Governments, 

civil society and the private sector at the second United Nations Ocean Conference 

provided a solid foundation for future progress. The Agreement on Marine Biological 

Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction and the momentum around the United 

Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development were significant steps 

forward in the effort to safeguard ocean health. All initiatives aimed at ensuring the 

conservation and sustainable use of the ocean and its resources contributed to the 

achievement of sustainable development in its three dimensions. It was regrettable, 

however, that Goal 14 had received limited funding. It was therefore urgently 

necessary to strengthen financial support and means of implementation, in particular 

in support of developing countries, including small island developing States. He 

looked forward to the adoption of the polit ical declaration of the Conference and the 

announcement of new voluntary commitments, as well as to the successful outcomes 

of the upcoming fourth International Conference on Financing for Development, in 

Sevilla, Spain. He concluded by reaffirming that the future of the ocean lay in the 

hands of humankind and that there was a need for effective international cooperation.  

41. The Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, in his capacity 

as the Secretary-General of the Conference, expressed his appreciation to France and 

Costa Rica for co-hosting the Conference and to Australia and Cabo Verde for leading 

the negotiations on the outcome document. While the first and second United Nations 

Ocean Conferences had set a course for action, progress on Goal 14 had been too slow 

and that Goal remained one of the least funded Sustainable Development Goals. 

Multilateralism was re-energizing action in such areas as green shipping, biodiversity, 

plastic pollution and fisheries reform, but finance remained a critical gap, with the 

ocean receiving less than 1 per cent of climate finance. He emphasized the need for 

innovative and blended financing models to mobilize both public and private capital 
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and further noted the crucial role of the more than 2,000 voluntary commitments that 

had been made ahead of the Conference in providing real-world solutions. 

42. The President of the Regional Council of Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur and 

Deputy President of Régions de France highlighted the special role of the 

Mediterranean Sea in the history of humankind and emphasized that the 

Mediterranean, a region that lay at the heart of climate change and its accelerating 

effects, served as an example for all other seas. The protection of the ocean was not 

an option, but a duty and a commitment to future generations and all humankind. It 

was imperative to protect local communities whose livelihoods depended on the 

ocean and to devise tangible and robust solutions to that end. In that connection, he 

highlighted several relevant initiatives that had been launched since the first United 

Nations Oceans Conference, including efforts to tackle plastic pollution and electrify 

maritime transport. The Mediterranean and the ocean could not afford to wait for 

solution. It was therefore vital that the third United Nations Ocean Conference led to 

a global, comprehensive response, with the international community working together 

with conviction, determination and courage.  

43. The Mayor of Nice said that the presence of the participants at the Conference 

generated hope for millions. The Nice Ocean Action Plan could play a historic role 

for the ocean, much as the Paris Agreement had for climate change. Preparatory 

events, such as the One Ocean Science Congress and the Ocean Rise and Coastal 

Resilience Coalition Summit, as well as the Blue Economy and Finance Forum, had 

helped to build momentum for the Conference by strengthening the groundwork for 

coordinated, science-based adaptation and financing strategies. The city of Nice stood 

ready to champion and safeguard coastal cities, islands and marine biodiversity.  

44. The President of Brazil reminded participants that progress in sustainable 

development or climate change action would be impossible without ambitious action 

to safeguard the ocean. The adoption of the United Nations Convention on the Law 

of the Sea was one of the success stories of multilateral diplomacy. The world must 

not let the ocean become a stage for geopolitical arguments. Brazil was committed to 

ratifying the Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National 

Jurisdiction in 2025. The President made seven voluntary commitments for Brazil, 

including specific initiatives to increase the share of marine protected areas to 30 per 

cent of the country’s territory; ramp up the preservation of mangroves and coral reefs; 

combat plastic pollution; invest in ocean literacy and “blue schools”; advance 

sustainable fisheries; and promote scientific research and data collection, as well as 

marine spatial planning. In the lead-up to the thirtieth session Conference of the 

Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Brazil, 

together with the United Nations, would launch a global “ethical stocktake” on 

climate progress and would fight for new levels of global political will, investment in 

climate education and steep increases in climate finance. 

 

  Key messages of the statements made during the general debate  
 

45. Participants called for urgent action to address the ongoing triple planetary crisis 

of climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution and to safeguard the ocean. They 

thanked France and Costa Rica for convening the Conference, underscored the 

valuable role of the United Nations in calling together all Member States to address 

those critical issues and welcomed the adoption of the Nice Ocean Action Plan.  

 

  Dimensions of the crisis 
 

46. Delegations emphasized the disastrous impacts of climate change on the ocean, in 

particularly for small island developing States, and highlighted sea level rise as an 

existential threat that would negatively affect in a direct way more than 1 billion people 
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around the world, disrupt international stability and lead to increased poverty and 

migration, and that would have other social and security ramifications.  

47. Many highlighted ocean-climate synergies and the existential risks posed by, 

inter alia, coastal erosion, ocean pollution, including from such inland sources as 

pesticides, coral reef bleaching and degradation, acidification, melting of the 

cryosphere and overfishing. They underscored the effects of those risks on 

communities and livelihoods and the need for climate justice. The crucial importance 

of tackling the root causes of those challenges, such as wasteful consumption and 

production patterns, was highlighted. 

48. Addressing plastic pollution was a top priority for delegations, with many 

expressing strong support for a robust, international and legally binding instrument 

on plastic pollution. Many countries highlighted their membership in the High 

Ambition Coalition to End Plastic Pollution, demonstrating a collective commitment 

to that goal, and emphasized that the proposed instrument should cover the full life 

cycle of plastics. 

49. Delegations also shared details of their domestic efforts to address plastic 

pollution, including advancing circular economies, banning single -use plastics and 

launching national campaigns to raise awareness about marine debris. Initiatives 

ranged from providing training to developing countries on pollution prevention to 

emphasizing land-based pollution control and coastal governance.  

50. A key point of consensus was that national commitments alone were not enough 

to solve such an international problem. Recognizing that pollution often originated 

far inland and travelled through rivers to the ocean, speakers emphasized the need for 

a systematic, integrated source-to-sea approach and noted that international 

cooperation was critical in that regard.  

51. Participants highlighted the ongoing challenges of illegal, unreported and 

unregulated fishing and reaffirmed their strong commitment to combating it. Those 

illicit activities caused significant financial losses for Governments, depriving them 

of funds that could otherwise be used to support such essential services as healthcare 

and education. Delegations emphasized that effective action required all stakeholders, 

from local communities to civil society, to collaborate. In that regard, such tools as 

the Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, 

Unreported and Unregulated Fishing of FAO and the Recommendation of the OECD 

Council on Eliminating Government Support to Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated 

Fishing were cited as valuable mechanisms. Delegations also emphasized the need 

for better regulation of unmonitored longline fleets.  

52. Some speakers supported a moratorium or a precautionary pause on deep-sea 

mining under the International Seabed Authority until a proper assessment of the 

environmental impacts of deep-sea mining had been carried out and a robust 

regulatory framework was established to prevent harm to the marine environment.  

53. Some delegations emphasized the need to decarbonize marine transport and 

address underwater noise pollution from shipping and other marine activities. Some 

participants shared their own efforts in that regard, including the introduction of 

lower-noise vessels. Delegations highlighted the work of the International Maritime 

Organization (IMO), in particular its comprehensive strategy to reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions from shipping and its resolutions on maritime safety.  

54. Participants underscored the importance of investing in socially inclusive 

nature-based solutions to protect against environmental catastrophe. Those solutions 

included the protection and restoration of mangroves, coral reefs, seagrass and coastal 

wetlands. 
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55. Delegations noted that, by protecting nature, countries could strengthen their 

resilience, even in times of hardship. Those solutions also provided significant 

economic benefits, as healthy reefs and ecosystems served as nurseries for fisheries, 

sustained livelihoods and shielded coastlines from storms. The need for cross -border 

collaboration to advance effective nature-based solutions was also emphasized.  

 

  Enhancing the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by 

adopting and implementing legal and policy frameworks  
 

56. Participants strongly reaffirmed their commitment to international law and the 

multilateral, rule-based order governing the ocean and expressed concern over at 

weakening of that framework. The United Nations was consistently highlighted as 

being the central hub for multilateral solutions, which were essential for ensuring 

peace among nations and with nature. Effective multilateralism, founded on 

solidarity, was critical for establishing effective ocean governance, ensuring the 

sustainable use of resources and protecting the world’s shared heritage.  

57. Delegations urged all Member States to ratify and respect the provision s of the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, which was acknowledged as the 

cornerstone of ocean governance. The importance of other international conventions, 

such as the International Convention on Regulation of Whaling and Agreement on 

Fisheries Subsidies of WTO, was also emphasized.  

58. A key highlight of the messages delivered was the widespread support for the 

Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction. 

Participants called for its rapid entry into force and effective implementation, and 

many speakers provided updates on their countries’ progress towards ratification of 

the Agreement. In addition, delegations noted the launch of the First Movers initiative 

in support of the Agreement, which was aimed at establishing the first high seas 

marine protected areas. It was emphasized that the global South must play a leading 

role in that effort. In that connection, one delegation proposed that the city of 

Valparaíso, Chile, should serve as the headquarters of the secretariat of the 

Agreement. 

59. The participants also focused on the need to implement other crucial 

international frameworks, including the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change and the Paris Agreement, as well as the Sendai Framework for 

Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030, and called for greater synergy among them.  

60. The protection of marine biodiversity was a central theme, with many 

delegations highlighting their efforts to meet target 3 of the Kunming-Montreal 

Global Biodiversity Framework, namely, to effectively conserve and manage at least 

30 per cent of coastal and marine areas by 2030. Examples of progress included the 

creation of new marine protected areas and innovative financial mechanisms, such as 

debt-for-nature swaps. It was emphasized that protected areas must be actively and 

resiliently managed, with the crucial involvement of communities and Indigenous 

Peoples. Specific measures, such as banning bottom trawling in marine protected 

areas and placing moratoriums on offshore oil exploration, were highlighted as vital 

steps. 

61. Participants reaffirmed their commitment to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, in particular Goal 14, and noted that the Pact for the Future further 

reinforced the protection of oceans as a driver for sustainable development.  

62. Speakers underscored the vital role of regional conventions and frameworks, 

highlighting their importance for ocean governance. Among the examples cited was 

Agenda 2063, in which the blue economy was identified as a key area for sustainable 

development, the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the 
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Coastal Region of the Mediterranean, the Convention for the Protection of the Marine 

Environment of the North-East Atlantic and the Nauru Agreement Concerning 

Cooperation in the Management of Fisheries of Common Interest. Delegations 

commended the adoption by the Council of Europe of the Convention on the 

Protection of the Environment through Criminal Law and noted the important role of 

regional bodies, such as the Danube Commission and the Black Sea Commission. 

Delegations emphasized the need for regional partnerships and cooperation and new 

regional initiatives, such as the Melanesian Ocean Reserve, were announced.  

63. Many participants highlighted their countries’ laws, policies and plans for the 

sustainable development and protection of the ocean. Those efforts included 

integrating ocean-related issues into national development plans, developing 

dedicated national strategies, such as blue economy development policies and 

maritime economy plans, and updating national targets for Goal 14. Some delegations 

shared specific strategies for marine restoration and protection and new regulations 

on extractive industries, and they outlined stronger efforts to monitor and stop illegal 

fishing. 

 

  International and regional cooperation 
 

64. Participants strongly emphasized the value of international and regional 

cooperation, including South-South and triangular partnerships, and called for 

increased cooperation, including across borders, which was essential to addressing 

the transboundary nature of environmental challenges. Delegations emphasized the 

importance of capacity-building for the implementation of Goal 14 and noted the role 

of the United Nations and of bilateral cooperation in supporting national efforts in 

that regard. 

 

  Science, technology and innovation 
 

65. Delegations called for robust science-policy integration and emphasized the 

crucial role of science, technology and innovation in implementing Goal 14. Among 

the solutions presented were next-generation coral reef propagation, using drone 

surveillance to combat illegal fishing and science-based models for small-scale 

fisheries. Many speakers highlighted the need for increased technology transfer. It 

was also observed that the use of technology per se was not a solution; it must be 

coupled with sound science, local community engagement and innovative 

partnerships.  

66. Participants highlighted that ocean knowledge was the foundation for 

sustainable management, calling for more knowledge-sharing and technology 

transfer, as well as affordable marine technologies. The importance of science -based 

governance, access to data and enhanced ocean observation systems was also 

underscored. 

67. The essential role of traditional knowledge was recognized as being critical for 

comprehensive, integrated policymaking. Several speakers showcased their countries’ 

scientific research efforts and stated that their countries were committed to enhancing 

innovation through national and regional partnerships. The United Nations Decade of 

Ocean Science for Sustainable Development was noted as a key framework in relation 

to that work. 

 

  Financing 
 

68. Delegations called for predictable, accessible and appropriate funding for 

Goal 14. They emphasized the need for financial justice and advocated in favour of 

increased financing for least developed countries and small island developing States. 
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Speakers highlighted the impact of national debt and the importance of ensuring that 

sustainable development financing was aligned with the priorities of developing 

countries. 

69. Innovative funding mechanisms were proposed, including a global ocean fund, 

blue bonds and debt-for-nature swaps. There were also calls to increase the share of 

ocean-related projects in climate funding and to prioritize financing for small island 

developing States, which were disproportionately affected by a crisis they had not 

caused. Participants emphasized that funding must support integrated, systemic 

projects for long-lasting impact. The importance of linking ocean protection to 

discussions at the Fourth International Conference on Financing for Development was 

also underscored, in addition to the need for policies that prioritized sustainability 

over short-term economic growth. The role of public-private partnerships in 

advancing the implementation Goal 14 was also noted. 

 

  Sustainable ocean-based economies 
 

70. Participants underscored the importance of developing blue and circular 

economies, which must be built on transparent governance, effective financing, 

partnerships and equitable access to technology. Well-planned initiatives were seen 

as a path to economic justice, local job creation and regional empowerment. The use 

of circular economy principles to address such issues as sargassum management was 

noted as a practical application of these concepts.  

71. The ocean’s role as a driver for sustainable development and a source of 

renewable energy was also emphasized. In addition, sustainable tourism was 

highlighted as a key strategy for leveraging new financing for ocean management and 

coastal development.  

 

  Key stakeholders and participatory and inclusive approaches 
 

72. Participants underscored the vital role of Indigenous Peoples and local 

communities as ocean custodians and emphasized the importance of their traditional 

knowledge for effective governance. Many delegations noted that a truly sustainable 

and inclusive ocean framework required collaboration with all stakeholders, including 

women, young persons and grass-roots communities. 

73. Delegations highlighted the need for participatory approaches to ocean 

protection and sustainable use. In that regard, communication strategies and public 

awareness campaigns were critical for transforming behaviour. Speakers emphasized 

the concept of intergenerational justice and the duty to protect the environment for 

future generations. The vital role of local governments, which made highly valued 

contributions to realizing national commitments, as frontrunners in managing ocean 

resources was recognized. The work of the Ocean Rise and Coastal Resilience 

Coalition, which brought together coastal cities and regions facing sea level rise, was 

noted in that regard. 

 

  Role of landlocked countries 
 

74. Participants emphasized that the ocean was a global issue and a shared 

responsibility that transcended geography, making it equally relevant to landlocked 

States. Connections through transboundary water systems, climate and trade linked 

all countries to ocean health. 

75. Delegations called for greater cooperation among ocean and coastal States, on 

the one hand, and landlocked countries, on the other, and for the inclusion of 

landlocked nations in ocean policy processes. The ecological link between mountains, 

freshwater systems and ocean sustainability was emphasized, with specific attention 
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given to the risks posed by glacial melt. Such initiatives as a new programme of action 

for landlocked developing countries, the holding of the first international glacier 

conference in 2025 and a recently established World Day for Glaciers were 

highlighted as important steps. The need for integrated water resource management 

and transboundary cooperation was also strongly emphasized. Some delegates also 

noted specific initiatives, such as the Atlantic Initiative of Morocco, to provide 

landlocked countries with access to the ocean..  

76. Participants highlighted the grave impact of conflict on the environment, 

including marine ecosystems and fisheries, and called for international aid to restore 

marine governance. The long-term effects of past conflicts on ocean access were also 

noted. In addition, some participants decried unilateral actions and coercive measures 

and called for an immediate end to such measures, in order to accelerate 

implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals.  

  



 
A/CONF.230/2025/16 

 

25-16924 29/65 

 

Chapter IV 
  Ocean Action panels 

 

 

77. At the 8th plenary meeting, summaries of each Ocean Action panel were 

presented by: the representative of Brazil, on behalf of the Co-Chair of Ocean Action 

panel 1, Ms. Silva; the representative of Portugal, on behalf of the Co-Chair of Ocean 

Action panel 2, Mr. Fernandes; the Co-Chair of Ocean Action panel 3, Ms. Johnson 

Smith; the representative of Germany, on behalf of the Co-Chair of Ocean Action 

panel 4, Mr. Schneider; the representative of Viet Nam, on behalf of the Co -Chair of 

Ocean Action panel 5, Mr. Bui; the representative of Canada, on behalf of the 

Co-Chair of Ocean Action panel 6, Ms. Gibbons; the representative of Indonesia, on 

behalf of the Co-Chair of Ocean Action panel 7, Mr. Oegroseno; the Co-Chair of 

Ocean Action panel 8, Ms. Benali; the Co-Chair of Ocean Action panel 9, Mr. Kim; 

and the Co-Chair of Ocean Action panel 10, Ms. Ridings.  

 

 

 A. Ocean Action panel 1: Conserving, sustainably managing 

and restoring marine and coastal ecosystems, including 

deep-sea ecosystems 
 

 

78. In the morning of 9 June, the Co-Chair, Mr. Papastavrou, declared open Ocean 

Action panel 1, on the theme “Conserving, sustainably managing and restoring marine 

and coastal ecosystems including deep-sea ecosystems”, and made an opening 

statement. The Co-Chair, Ms. Silva, also made an opening statement.  

79. The panel was moderated by the Chief Executive Officer of Fauna & Flora, 

Kristian Teleki, who made a statement. Presentations were made by the following 

panellists: the Executive Director of UNEP, Inger Andersen; the Director General of 

WTO, Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala; the President of the International Union for Conservation 

of Nature, Razan Al Mubarak; the President and Director of the Woods Hole 

Oceanographic Institution, Peter de Menocal; and the Chief Executive Officer and 

Chair of Salesforce, Marc Benioff. The lead discussants also made presentations: the 

President of French Polynesia, Moetai Charles Brotherson; and the Chief Executive 

Officer of Oceano Azul Foundation, Tiago Pitta e Cuñha.  

80. In the ensuing interactive discussion, statements were made by the 

representatives of Portugal, Samoa (on behalf of the Alliance of Small Island States), 

Tuvalu (on behalf of the Pacific Islands Forum), the United Arab Emirates, Denmark 

and Solomon Islands. 

81. The representative of the following NGO also participated in the discussion: 

World Wide Fund for Nature International.  

82. The Co-Chair, Mr. Papastavrou, declared the panel closed.  

 

  Summary 
 

83. In his opening statement, Mr. Papastavrou emphasized the urgent need to build 

resilient marine protected areas, launch ambitious ecosystem restoration, invest in 

nature-based solutions, foster the blue economy, and leverage technology from 

artificial intelligence for early warning systems. He announced that Greece would 

ratify the Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National 

Jurisdiction and establish two new marine national parks to surpass the target to 

effectively conserve and manage 30 per cent of coastal and marine areas by 2030 

(“30 by 30” target). 
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84. Ms. Silva highlighted recent initiatives by Brazil, including the establishment 

of a new department for ocean and coastal management, a proposed new law on 

integrated coastal zone management, the inclusion of ocean-based climate solutions 

in nationally determined contributions, the launch of a national programme to restore 

coral reefs and mangroves, a commitment to taking a cautious approach to deep -sea 

mining, and the expansion of marine protected areas to reach the “30 by 30” target.  

85. The moderator, Mr. Teleki, noted that transformative change was possible, by 

scaling up local and global efforts to conserve and restore marine ecosystems. He 

emphasized the need to triple the coverage of marine protected areas and to ensure 

durable, science-based and equitable protection while recognizing the stewardship of 

Indigenous Peoples and local communities.  

86. Ms. Andersen highlighted the importance of effective, inclusive and rights -

based management and integrated ocean governance across all relevant agreements. 

She emphasized the need for coordinated global action to finance, expand and manage 

marine protected areas while engaging with Indigenous Peoples and local 

communities. 

87. Ms. Okonjo-Iweala said that the WTO Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies, which 

was intended to curb $22 billion in harmful fisheries subsidies, required only 10 more 

ratifications to trigger entry into force. She emphasized that unleashing the potential 

of sustainable ocean economies for developing countries required the leveraging of 

finance, increased investments and robust partnerships.  

88. Ms. Mubarak noted that the ocean was not in a crisis of knowledge, but of 

implementation. She stressed the need to focus on effective ecosystem protection, the 

entry into force of the Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond 

National Jurisdiction, and the unlocking of innovative financing.  

89. Mr. Menocal emphasized the critical role that ocean science could play in 

tackling the triple planetary crisis, including through innovative scientific solutions, 

an enhanced science-policy interface and strengthened partnerships across scientific 

disciplines. 

90. Mr. Benioff highlighted the importance of the ocean for business and the 

innovations that the business community could bring to advance ocean health. He 

called for the promotion of “ecopreneurs”, increased blue finance and the harnessing 

of the opportunities that artificial intelligence and other new technologies could offer 

to advance ocean innovation.  

91. Mr. Brotherson announced that French Polynesia would turn its entire exclusive 

economic zone into a marine protected area, with over 1 million km 2 of ocean to gain 

enhanced protection. Relaying a legend from the region, he noted the importance of 

listening to the ocean and acting on its message.  

92. Mr. Pitta e Cuñha noted the need to integrate multilateral processes on climate, 

biodiversity and oceans to advance the funding, science and political will required to 

address interconnected challenges.  

93. Participants underscored the critical need for immediate and coordinated action 

to conserve and restore marine and coastal ecosystems, with many participants calling 

on States to ratify the Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond 

National Jurisdiction as soon as possible. Many participants emphasized the 

importance of effective marine protected areas and called for renewed commitment 

to achieving the “30 by 30” target.  

94. The important role of international trade and economic instruments in 

supporting marine conservation was echoed by many participants, who highlighted 
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the WTO Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies as a major achievement in curbing 

harmful subsidies. To ensure the effective implementation of Goal 14, participants 

emphasized the need for integrated approaches across key international frameworks, 

including the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Framework Convention on 

Climate Change and the Paris Agreement, an international legally binding instrument 

on plastic pollution, and regulations under the International Seabed Authority. Some 

participants called for a moratorium or precautionary pause on deep-sea mining and 

others said that bottom trawling should be banned.  

95. The discussion also highlighted the need for strong cooperation and partnerships 

involving all relevant stakeholders, in particular Indigenous Peoples and local 

communities as stewards of marine ecosystems by integrating their rights and 

knowledge into policy and practice.  

96. Several participants noted the importance of advancing sustainable ocean-based 

economies and scaling up finance for ecosystem restoration, nature-based solutions 

and ecosystem-based approaches through public-private partnerships and innovative 

climate finance mechanisms. It was also emphasized that least developed countries 

and small island developing States should be supported through technology transfer 

and dedicated and accessible finance mechanisms. Several participants called for a 

more integrated approach to ocean governance, moving away from sectoral approaches.  

97. Participants also called for the harnessing of emerging technologies, such as 

artificial intelligence, to monitor ocean health, combat illegal, unreported and 

unregulated fishing, increase resilience and reduce greenhouse gas emissions from 

maritime activities, while ensuring that such technology would not inadvertently 

exacerbate overexploitation. 

98. The key messages from the discussion included the following:  

 (a) Stimulate innovation, including in artificial intelligence and other new 

technologies, and encourage “ecopreneurs” and new approaches to ocean finance;  

 (b) Strengthen integrated policy approaches to bolster key international 

frameworks, including the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Framework 

Convention on Climate Change, the Paris Agreement and regulations under the 

International Seabed Authority, and develop an international legally binding 

instrument on plastic pollution; 

 (c) Invest in partnerships involving all relevant stakeholders, in particular 

Indigenous Peoples and local communities, who are crucial stewards of marine 

ecosystems; 

 (d) Support least developed countries and small island developing States 

through technology transfer and dedicated and accessible finance mechanisms.  

99. Greece will ratify the Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas 

beyond National Jurisdiction and will establish two new marine national parks to 

surpass the “30 by 30” target. 

100. French Polynesia will turn its entire exclusive economic zone into a marine 

protected area, with over 1 million km2 of ocean to gain enhanced protection. For 

additional voluntary commitments, see annex II.  
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 B. Ocean Action panel 2: Increasing ocean-related scientific 

cooperation, knowledge, capacity-building, marine technology 

and education to strengthen the science-policy interface for 

ocean health 
 

 

101. In the afternoon of 9 June, the Co-Chair, Mr. Acha Vásquez, declared open 

Ocean Action panel 2, on the theme “Increasing ocean-related scientific cooperation, 

knowledge, capacity-building, marine technology and education to strengthen the 

science-policy interface for ocean health”, and made an opening statement. The 

Co-Chair, Mr. Fernandes, also made an opening statement.  

102. The panel was moderated by the Chair of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy 

Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, David Obura, who made a 

statement. Presentations were made by the following panellists: the Executive 

Secretary of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Vidar Helgesen; the 

Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization, Celeste Saulo; a 

researcher from the Second Institute of Oceanography of the Ministry of Natural 

Resources of China, Li Jiabiao; the Director General of Mercator Ocean International, 

Pierre Bahurel; and the Co-Chief Executive Officer and Chief Science Officer of 

OceanX, Vincent Pieribone. Presentations were also made by the lead discussants: the 

Director General of the Pacific Community, Stuart Minchin; and an expert from the 

Oceano Azul Foundation, Pradeep Singh.  

103. In the ensuing interactive discussion, statements were made by the 

representatives of Solomon Islands, Cuba, Norway, Finland, Denmark, Peru, The 

Bahamas, Honduras, Japan, the Pacific Islands Forum, Singapore (on behalf of the 

Alliance of Small Island States), Morocco, Maldives, Zimbabwe, Malta, Indonesia, 

Ghana, Viet Nam, Estonia, the Philippines, Mauritania and Ukraine.  

104. The representatives of the following observers participated in the discussion: 

the Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine 

Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects, and FAO.  

105. The representatives of the following NGOs and other stakeholders participated 

in the discussion: the International Council for Science, the EuroMarine Association 

and the Nippon Foundation.  

106. The Co-Chair, Mr. Fernandes, made a closing statement and declared the panel 

closed. 

 

  Summary 
 

107. In his opening remarks, Mr. Acha Vásquez highlighted the need to address the 

unprecedented threats to the ocean and to demonstrate the power of multilateralism. 

He emphasized the role of science in collective action and the need for coordinated 

efforts in the face of the planetary crisis.  

108. Mr. Manuel Fernandes said that the theme of the panel was central to building 

a future where prosperity was achieved not at the expense of marine ecosystems, but 

through their conservation and sustainable use. He called for further investment in 

capacity-building and the transfer of marine technology, particularly for small island 

developing States and least developed countries, which were on the frontlines of the 

changing ocean but lacked resources and infrastructure, and emphasized the role of 

the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and the opportunity presented 

by the Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National 

Jurisdiction in correcting that imbalance.  
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109. The moderator, Mr. Obura, emphasized the interlinkages among science, the 

ocean, food, water and health, and noted the important role of intergovernmental 

bodies and processes, such as the Regular Process for Global Reporting and 

Assessment of the State of the Marine Environment, including Socioeconomic 

Aspects, the World Ocean Assessments, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change and the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 

Ecosystem Services.  

110. Mr. Helgesen called for more interdisciplinary science, a strengthened science-

policy interface, improved ocean literacy, better communication of scientific results, 

more dialogue between industry, finance and the scientific community, and more 

scientific knowledge overall.  

111. Ms. Saulo highlighted the importance of real-time data from ocean observing 

for understanding climate change dynamics, as well as the role of weather forecasting 

in early warning systems and climate prediction.  

112. Mr. Li emphasized the role of the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for 

Sustainable Development initiatives for integrating science and policy advice, 

particularly in regard to deep sea and polar ecosystems that depend on global 

cooperation for scientific exploration.  

113. Mr. Bahurel said that the ocean was at the heart of all the Sustainable 

Development Goals and that ocean solutions required sustained ocean observation 

and data, information and knowledge that were accessible to all and tailored to users.  

114. Mr. Pieribone emphasized the fundamental role of cooperation in every 

scientific endeavour and underscored the need for more data, more explorers and 

greater equity.  

115. Mr. Minchin called for more observation, more science and more data, noting 

the need to bridge gaps, prioritize local leadership in ocean science and empower the 

next generation. 

116. Mr. Singh emphasized the need for capacity-building and knowledge-sharing, 

ocean education and literacy, independent marine scientific research and the 

application of the precautionary principle.  

117. In the discussion that followed, 27 participants made interventions, including 

representatives of States, intergovernmental organizations and other stakeholders.  

118. The fundamental importance of knowledge-sharing and cooperation in utilizing 

ocean science to achieve sustainable development, in particular Goal 14, was 

recognized. Participants noted the role of science, data and ocean observation in 

sustainably managing ocean resources, including fisheries, ensuring food sustainability  

and security, understanding the effects of climate change and pollution, and protecting 

biodiversity. 

119. Participants emphasized the need for more data, the need to close gaps in access 

to data and the need for more marine technology and infrastructure, as well as capacity 

development. In that regard, the importance of sustained investment in ocean science 

was underscored by participants. Participants highlighted the importance of science 

in guiding policy and the need to further strengthen the science-policy interface. 

Participants also noted the importance and complementary nature of traditional 

knowledge in ocean science and emphasized the need for its improved integration 

into science and policy. 

120. Several participants underscored the important role of the United Nations 

Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development as a framework for global 

cooperation and the need for a rebalancing in ocean science leadership, with an 
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emphasis on co-design and local leadership, particularly in the context of small island 

developing States. The need for continued and improved ocean education and literacy 

was also emphasized by participants, who called for greater equity and inclusivity, 

including for women, young people, Indigenous Peoples and local communities.  

121. The key messages from the discussion included the following:  

 (a) Invest in solutions that are rooted in ocean observation and data, 

strengthen the science-policy interface and ensure that relevant knowledge that is 

accessible to all; 

 (b) Advance capacity-building, knowledge-sharing and ocean education, in 

particular for women, young people, Indigenous Peoples and local communities;  

 (c) Ensure that the precautionary principle guides all ocean-related policy; 

 (d) Acknowledge the importance and complementary nature of traditional 

knowledge in ocean science and promote its integration into science and policy.  

122. For voluntary commitments, see annex II.  

 

 

 C. Ocean Action panel 3: Mobilizing finance for ocean actions in the 

support of Sustainable Development Goal 14 
 

 

123. In the morning of 10 June, the Co-Chair, Ms. Johnson Smith, declared open 

Ocean Action panel 3, on the theme “Mobilizing finance for ocean actions in the 

support of Sustainable Development Goal 14”, and made an opening statement. The 

Co-Chair, Mr. Jóhannsson, also made an opening statement.  

124. The panel was moderated by the Executive Director of the Ocean Risk and 

Resilience Action Alliance, Karen Sack, who made a statement. Presentations were 

made by the following panellists: the Chief Communication, Brand and Sustainability 

Officer at AXA, Ulrike Decoene; the Executive Director of the Green Climate Fund, 

Mafalda Duarte; the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Capital Development 

Fund, Pradeep Kurukulasuriya; the Executive Chair of Dona Bertarelli Philanthropy, 

Dona Bertarelli; and the Secretary-General of the Organisation for Economic 

Co-operation and Development, Mathias Cormann. The lead discussants also made 

presentations: the Executive Director of UNOPS, Jorge Moreira da Silva; and the 

Managing Director of the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 

Office of Technical Delivery, Pieternel Boogard.  

125. In the ensuing interactive discussion, statements were made by the 

representatives of Solomon Islands, Palau (on behalf of the Pacific Islands Forum), 

Norway, Maldives, Honduras, The Bahamas (on behalf of the Alliance of Small Island 

States), Brazil, Ghana, New Zealand, Indonesia, Morocco, Nigeria, Kenya, Burundi, 

the Philippines, Qatar, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Viet Nam.  

126. The representatives of the following observers participated in the discussion: 

the International Union for Conservation of Nature, the Economic Community of 

West African States, UNDP, FAO and UNEP.  

127. The representatives of the following NGOs also participated in the discussion: 

the SEE Foundation and the Wildlife Conservation Society.  

128. The Co-Chairs, Mr. Jóhannsson and Ms. Johnson Smith, made closing 

statements, and Ms. Johnson Smith declared the panel closed.  
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  Summary 
 

129. Opening the panel discussion, the Co-Chair, Ms. Johnson Smith, emphasized 

the importance of accelerating action on ocean finance for developing countries, in 

particular small island developing States and least developed countries, and expressed 

her expectation that information on new solutions to close the ocean financing gap 

would be shared during the panel discussion.  

130. In his opening remarks, Mr. Jóhannsson noted that investments in the marine 

environment served as force multipliers to achieve climate goals, ensure food security 

and support sustainable economic growth. He emphasized that finance for Goal 14 

should be inclusive, gender-sensitive and balanced, and should discourage harmful 

activities and strengthen conservation.  

131. Ms. Sack, the moderator, emphasized that speed, scale and solidarity were 

needed to unlock regenerative investments, including the amount of €8.7 billion 

committed during the Blue Economy and Finance Forum held in Monaco ahead of 

the Conference. She said that such investment could bring the world $15.5 trillion in 

shared prosperity by 2030.  

132. Ms. Decoene said that the ocean underpinned global economic and 

environmental stability but remained critically undervalued and underfunded. She 

emphasized that a thriving blue economy would require cross-sectoral collaboration, 

science-based policies, financial mobilization, innovation and strong partnerships.  

133. Ms. Duarte underscored the ocean’s critical role in climate regulation and 

highlighted the severe underfunding of Goal 14, calling for scaled-up, catalytic 

finance. She outlined the Green Climate Fund’s $1.3 billion in investments supporting 

nature-based solutions, early warning systems, and innovative finance tools such as 

blue bonds and debt swaps. 

134. Mr. Kurukulasuriya introduced the One Ocean Finance Facility, aimed at 

mobilizing non-official development assistance and blended finance for ocean 

solutions in vulnerable countries. He called for pragmatic, scalable approaches to 

unlock private capital and shift beyond traditional development funding models.  

135. Ms. Bertarelli said that ocean protection was a strategic necessity, not a luxury, 

and highlighted the high return on investment of marine protected areas. She called 

for a shift in global finance norms – placing the burden of proof on industries to 

demonstrate no harm – and for bold, coordinated action to reverse ocean degradation.  

136. Mr. Cormann said that the ocean economy had doubled in size over the past 25  

years, but that its long-term viability was threatened by overfishing, pollution and 

inadequate funding. He called for smarter public support, better data-sharing, and 

innovative financing approaches to overcome investment bottlenecks and help 

countries to build resilient, inclusive ocean economies.  

137. Mr. Moreira da Silva said that the future of ocean economies was at risk due to 

declining ocean health, limited and fragmented funding, and a major shortfall in 

implementation capacity. He highlighted the urgent need to scale sustainable finance, 

strengthen infrastructure planning, and close the implementation gap to enable lasting 

impact for ocean sustainability.  

138. Ms. Boogard said that IFAD had invested significantly in blue economy 

initiatives, including innovative insurance schemes for small fishers, and emphasized 

the transformative role of Governments and targeted investments in building resilient 

coastal communities and advancing a sustainable blue economy.  

139. Participants recognized that ocean action remained critically underfunded, with 

Goal 14 receiving the least financial support of all Goals despite the ocean’s vital role 
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in climate regulation, food security and biodiversity preservation. Participants 

expressed concern regarding the adequacy, affordability and accessibility of ocean 

finance. It was noted that current annual investment levels stood at approximately 

$1.5 billion globally, whereas an annual investment of $175 billion would be required 

to achieve Goal 14.  

140. Participants said that, while the ocean economy represented the fifth-largest 

global economy and contributed 3 to 4 per cent of global gross domestic product 

(GDP) annually, the ocean remained an undervalued, underfunded and mispriced 

asset class. They called for innovative finance solutions, including blue bonds, blue 

carbon credit systems, debt-for-nature swaps, blended finance combining public and 

private capital, parametric insurance solutions, and frameworks to facilitate payment 

for ecosystem services. Calls to increase access to concessional finance were also 

made.  

141. The needs and disproportionate burdens faced by coastal and island communities  

were highlighted by several participants. Participants noted that ocean finance was 

critical for small island developing States, given that they governed 30 per cent of the 

global ocean within national jurisdiction while representing less than 1 per cent of the 

world’s population. Several participants said that current funding eligibility criteria 

based on income metrics failed to capture the climate vulnerability and geogra phic 

isolation challenges of small island developing States, and suggested the consideration  

of the multidimensional vulnerability index as an alternative to income-based criteria.  

142. Participants said that ocean finance could lead to transformative change, for 

example through investments in marine protected areas, which return up to $4 for 

every $1 invested; increased finance for infrastructure to reduce pollution from plastics  

and other land-based sources; and the redirection of harmful fisheries subsidies to 

ensure food security and livelihoods for small-scale fishers and local communities.  

143. It was noted that implementation and capacity gaps persisted, due to complex 

processes to access funding, insufficient technical assistance, inadequate project 

design capabilities and fragmented institutional coordination. Participants suggested 

that success would require simplifying processes, strengthening national ocean 

accounting systems, promoting environmentally sound procurement practices, and 

developing investable project pipelines that integrated Indigenous knowledge systems 

and science-based policies.  

144. Several participants noted the One Ocean Finance Facility, a new effort to 

unlock billions in new financing from ocean-dependent industries and blue economy 

sectors, launched by a collective of United Nations agencies and global partners at 

the Blue Economy and Finance Forum. In addition, FAO committed over $275 million 

for a blue transformation to support sustainable fisheries.  

145. The key messages from the panel included the following:  

 (a) Shift the paradigm, placing the burden of proof on industries to 

demonstrate no harm before moving forward with ocean-based economic activity; 

 (b) Reassess concessional finance eligibility criteria for small island 

developing States and other vulnerable countries and consider the multidimensional 

vulnerability index as an alternative to income-based criteria; 

 (c) Simplify the processes for accessing ocean finance and support countries 

in developing bankable project pipelines, especially those that integrate Indigenous 

knowledge systems and science-based policies; 

 (d) Ensure that finance for Goal 14 is inclusive, gender-sensitive and 

balanced, and that it discourages harmful activities and strengthens conservation.  
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146. The United Nations Capital Development Fund introduced the One Ocean 

Finance Facility, a new effort to unlock billions in new financing from ocean -

dependent industries and blue economy sectors, launched by a collective of United 

Nations agencies and global partners at the Blue Economy and Finance Forum.  

147. FAO committed over $275 million for a blue transformation to support 

sustainable fisheries. For additional voluntary commitments, see annex II.  

 

 

 D. Ocean Action panel 4: Preventing and significantly reducing marine 

pollution of all kinds, in particular from land-based activities 
 

 

148. In the afternoon of 10 June, the Co-Chair, Mr. Schneider, declared open Ocean 

Action panel 4, on the theme “Preventing and significantly reducing marine pollution 

of all kinds, in particular from land-based activities”, and made an opening statement. 

The Co-Chair, Ms. Laghdaf, also made an opening statement.  

149. The panel was moderated by the Executive Director of the Economist World 

Ocean Summit, Charles Goddard, who made a statement. Presentations were made by 

the following panellists: the Executive Director of UNEP, Inger Andersen; the 

European Commissioner for the Environment, Water Resilience and a Competitive 

Circular Economy, Jessika Roswall; the Director General of the International Atomic 

Energy Agency, Rafael Mariano Grossi; the Chief Executive Officer of the Ocean 

Conservancy, Janis Searles Jones; and the Chair of the Joint Group of Experts on the 

Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection, Wendy Watson-Wright. 

Presentations were also made by the lead discussants: the Convener of Oceans 20, 

Alexander Turra, and the Managing Director of the Tara Ocean Foundation, Romain 

Troublé. 

150. In the ensuing interactive discussion, statements were made by the 

representatives of Maldives (on behalf of the Alliance of Small Island States), 

Singapore, Solomon Islands, Norway, Finland, the United Republic of Tanzania, 

Zimbabwe, Timor Leste, Armenia, Japan, Portugal, Ukraine, the Dominican Republic, 

Honduras, Gabon, Cambodia, Azerbaijan, Italy, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Burundi, Kenya, 

Ghana, the Philippines, Paraguay, Iceland, Israel, Monaco, Colombia, Canada, 

Bulgaria, China, Nigeria, Malaysia and Mexico.  

151. The representatives of the following observers participated in the discussion: 

the International Union for Conservation of Nature; the African Union; the Economic 

Community of West African States; the Economic Commission for Europe; UNOPS; 

the Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine 

Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects; UNESCO; and FAO.  

152. The representatives of the following NGOs and other stakeholders also 

participated in the discussion: the University of Plymouth; Yayasan Bumi Kita 

Fantastik; Circulate Capital; and the French solid waste partnership.  

153. The Co-Chairs, Mr. Schneider and Ms. Laghdaf, made closing statements, and 

Ms. Laghdaf declared the panel closed.  

 

  Summary 
 

154. In his opening remarks, the Co-Chair, Mr. Schneider, emphasized the 

importance of addressing pollution from single-use plastic, fishing equipment, oil 

spills and greenhouse gas emissions. He said that Germany was supporting the global 

South in combating plastic pollution through projects in 25 countries, with investment 

totalling €82 million. He called for an ambitious plastics treaty that covered the full 

life cycle of plastic pollution and provided a clear framework for the industry and all 
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stakeholders. He also announced that Germany was initiating a €100 million action 

plan for the recovery and disposal of undersea legacy munitions.  

155. In her opening remarks, the Co-Chair, Ms. Laghdaf, emphasized her country’s 

commitment to combating plastic pollution, highlighting that Mauritania had 

prohibited the sale of non-biodegradable plastic bags in 2013 and enacted monitoring 

and awareness-raising measures. Reiterating her support for an ambitious plastics 

treaty, she called for investment and international cooperation in plastics-related data 

collection and analysis. 

156. In his opening remarks, the moderator, Mr. Goddard, focused on the slow rate 

of progress in achieving Goal 14 and the importance of paying attention to 

interlinkages with other Goals, in particular Goal 6, and the source-to-sea water cycle 

when considering pollution. He also highlighted the urgent challenges associated with 

perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), agricultural and pharmaceutical  

pollution and other invisible pollutants. Although there was increased global attention 

focused on such issues, current efforts were inadequate and much more aggressive 

action was needed, including in the negotiations on the plastics treaty.  

157. Ms. Andersen disagreed with the moderator regarding the current level of 

ambition of the plastics treaty negotiations. She reminded the audience of past 

successes, including in the context of multilateral environmental agreements. She said 

that lifestyle and behaviour transformations would be necessary. All actors should be 

encouraged to consider whether the items they used needed to be made of plastic. The 

private sector had an incentive to innovate because consumers wanted to be part of 

the solution and were demanding change. 

158. Ms. Roswall reaffirmed the need to address pollution originating in land -based 

activities and ensure that groundwater was managed safely, including through nature -

based solutions, in which the European Investment Bank intended to invest 

€50 million annually. The ongoing negotiations on a plastics treaty were critical for 

addressing the scourge of plastic pollution. Existing regional seas conventions could 

complement the provisions of the treaty.  

159. Mr. Grossi highlighted the areas where the expertise of IAEA could be most 

useful, including in addressing ocean acidification, collecting data on microplastics 

pollution in remote regions such as Antarctica, and using nuclear technology for 

plastics recycling.  

160. Ms. Searles Jones said that two significant sources of pollution were single -use 

plastic and lost and abandoned fishing gear. Calling for an ambitious plastics treaty, 

she said that the production of plastic was expected to increase by 50 per cent by 2040  

unless the world changed course.  

161. Ms. Watson-Wright emphasized the importance of science-based policymaking 

and called for a regular, science-based global assessment of marine pollution. She 

also challenged the world to reverse the burden of proof, requiring companies to show 

that their product was harmless, rather than Governments or scientists having to prove 

that a product was harmful. 

162. Mr. Turra addressed the need to build the capacity of Governments, the finance 

sector, industry and others to collect and assess data and achieve breakthroughs in 

recycling, which was currently highly ineffective, with a view to ultimately 

transitioning away from plastics production. 

163. Mr. Troublé called for aggressive action on plastics pollution and said that 

consumer goods did not account for the most toxic plastics. Large-scale, systemic 

change was needed in every economic sector.  
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164. In the discussion that followed, representatives of Member States, United 

Nations entities, intergovernmental organizations and stakeholders made interventions.  

Participants noted that target 14.1 (to prevent and significantly reduce marine 

pollution of all kinds, in particular from land-based activities) had an earlier deadline 

of 2025 because the world had recognized that the pollution problem was time -

sensitive and urgent. Participants called for the swift finalization of the negotiations 

on an international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, including in the 

marine environment. They discussed the investment and policy measures required to 

combat the flood of plastic polluting the oceans, with many participants describing 

their efforts at the national, regional and global levels to that end.  

165. Panellists said that single-use plastic represented more than 40 per cent of 

plastic production globally, and that lost and abandoned fishing gear – known as 

“ghost fishing gear” – was the deadliest form of marine debris. Laws and regulations, 

as well as investment, were needed to address such issues. In addition, a more realistic 

approach to recycling was necessary, as only 9 per cent of plastic was currently 

recycled. Many stakeholders, both in the public and private sectors, were ready to 

transform and innovate. The finance sector could be a key ally in such efforts.  

166. Participants said that marine pollution knew no borders. Inland waters and the 

ocean were part of the same system, and therefore efforts and initiatives must take an 

integrated, source-to-sea approach. The significance of international cooperation to 

manage transboundary waters was highlighted. Finland announced its intention to 

contribute over €50 million to the implementation of a water and marine protection 

programme from 2025 to 2028.  

167. Several participants noted that marine pollution, in particular plastic pollution, 

had a disproportionate effect on least developed countries and small island developing 

States. 

168. Participants said that education, awareness-raising, scientific research and 

innovation were all critical to increasing ocean literacy. Some participants noted that 

circular economy approaches and nature-based solutions appeared promising.  

169. Participants also discussed other types of pollution, including noise, munitions, 

chemical, agricultural and pharmaceutical pollution, and invisible pollutants. 

Germany pledged €100 million for the recovery and clearance of legacy munitions in 

the German Baltic and North Seas. In addition, Panama and Canada, together with 35 

other Member States, launched the High Ambition Coalition for a Quiet Ocean.  

170. The key messages from the panel included the following:  

 (a) Encourage all actors to ask themselves whether the items they use need to 

be made of plastic, with a view to ultimately transitioning away from plastics 

production; 

 (b) Undertake a science-based global assessment of marine pollution;  

 (c) Work towards breakthroughs in recycling, which is currently highly 

ineffective;  

 (d) Ensure that efforts to combat pollution take an integrated, source-to-sea 

approach; 

 (e) Address other types of pollution, including noise, munitions, chemical, 

agricultural and pharmaceutical pollution, and other invisible pollutants.  

171. Finland announced its intention to contribute over €50 million to the 

implementation of a water and marine protection programme from 2025 to 2028.  
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172. Germany pledged €100 million for the recovery and clearance of legacy 

munitions in the German Baltic and North Seas.  

173. Panama and Canada, together with 35 other Member States, launched the High 

Ambition Coalition for a Quiet Ocean. For additional voluntary commitments, see 

annex II. 

 

 

 E. Ocean Action panel 5: Fostering sustainable fisheries 

management, including supporting small-scale fishers 
 

 

174. In the morning of 11 June, the Co-Chair, Mr. Bui, declared open Ocean Action 

panel 5, on the theme “Fostering sustainable fisheries management, including 

supporting small-scale fishers”, and made an opening statement. The Co-Chair, 

Ms. Vučković, also made a statement.  

175. The panel was moderated by the Head of the World Economic Forum’s Ocean 

Action Agenda, Alfredo Giron, who also made a statement. Presentations were made 

by the following panellists: the Director General of FAO, Qu Dongyu; the Deputy 

Director General of the Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency, Pio Manoa; the 

Secretary-General of the African Women Fish Processors and Traders Network, 

Editrudith Lukanga; and the European Commissioner for Fisheries and Oceans, 

Costas Kadis. Presentations were also made by the lead discussants: Professor of 

Ocean and Fisheries Economics at the University of British Columbia, Ussif Rashid 

Sumaila; and the Co-Chair of the Regional Fishery Body Secretariats Network of the 

United Kingdom, Darius Campbell.  

176. In the ensuing interactive discussion, statements were made by the 

representatives of Kiribati, Solomon Islands (on behalf of the Alliance of Small Island 

States), Spain, Papua New Guinea, Timor-Leste, Maldives, Gabon, Morocco, Kenya, 

the United Republic of Tanzania, Georgia, Norway, the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland, Romania and Ghana.  

177. The representatives of the following observers also participated in the 

discussion: the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission; and the Regular Process 

for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine Environment, 

including Socioeconomic Aspects.  

178. The representative of the International Collective in Support of Fishworkers also 

participated in the discussion.  

179. The Co-Chairs, Mr. Bui and Ms. Vučković, made closing statements, and the 

Co-Chair, Ms. Vučković, declared the panel closed.  

 

  Summary 
 

180. In his opening remarks, the Co-Chair, Mr. Bui, emphasized the key role of 

sustainable fisheries management in achieving many of the Sustainable Development 

Goals. He noted the central role of international cooperation and said that sustainable 

fisheries, including small-scale fisheries, required strong governance and community 

empowerment. 

181. In her opening remarks, the Co-Chair, Ms. Vučković, said that fisheries, 

including small-scale fisheries, played a key role in local economies and that 

sustainability was a commitment that required collective action. She emphasized the 

need for sound scientific data and advice, and multilateral engagement to produce 

coordinated, harmonized solutions at scale.  
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182. The moderator, Mr. Giron, noted the importance of the theme of panel 5 for the 

achievement of Goal 14 and for humankind.  

183. Mr. Qu emphasized the role of the global governance framework in ensuring the 

sustainable management of all fishery resources and of FAO in achieving the “blue 

transformation”. He also highlighted the contribution of regional fisheries 

management organizations and the progress made as a result of collective efforts, but 

said that much remained to be done.  

184. Mr. Manoa highlighted the outcomes of the 2025 Honiara Summit and the role 

of regional fisheries bodies in the sustainable management and recovery of fish 

stocks, and called for stronger commitment from global partners.  

185. Mr. Kadis said that fostering sustainable fisheries management required a robust 

fisheries management framework. While stocks had been restored in several regions 

and overfishing had decreased dramatically, significant challenges remained.  

186. Ms. Lukanga called for the scaling up of existing, proven solutions and said that 

to achieve sustainable fisheries, it was necessary to empower small-scale fishers and 

fish workers in decision-making processes.  

187. Mr. Sumaila proposed a reimaging of humanity’s relationship with the ocean, 

prioritizing aquaculture and “blue foods” in terms of nutrition and food security, 

rather than in terms of maximizing economic benefits.  

188. Mr Campbell emphasized science, cooperation, partnerships and the sharing of 

scalable solutions and best practices as key aspects in providing sustainable fisheries 

management solutions. 

189. Twenty participants made interventions, including representatives of Member 

States, intergovernmental organizations and other stakeholders.  

190. Participants highlighted the importance of sustainable fisheries and, in 

particular, small-scale fisheries, including in relation to food security and nutrition, 

culture, livelihoods, identity and tradition. Their vital role in ensuring food security 

was underscored. The importance of women in the aquatic food value chain was also 

highlighted. 

191. Participants identified a number of challenges to sustainable fisheries 

management, including the effects of the triple planetary crisis of climate change, 

pollution and biodiversity loss, overfishing, habitat degradation, and capacity and 

resource constraints. The issue of illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing was also 

emphasized. 

192. Participants proposed various solutions, including addressing financing gaps 

through targeted finance and investment, strengthening monitoring, control and 

surveillance, and adopting climate-smart measures. They emphasized the need to 

implement ecosystem-based management approaches, foster sustained partnerships 

and enhance regional cooperation, including South-South cooperation. The importance 

of data and science in policymaking was also emphasized.  

193. Participants highlighted the critical role of international instruments, such as the 

Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies and the Agreement on Port State Measures to 

Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing, in 

bolstering global efforts to ensure effective fisheries management and combat illegal, 

unreported and unregulated fishing, and the potential role of the Agreement on Marine 

Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction in ensuring the 

conservation and sustainable use of marine living resources in areas beyond national 

jurisdiction. Participants underscored the importance of the continued implementation  

of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the 
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Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication, including through the 

development of national plans of action.  

194. The role of regional fisheries management organizations was recognized as 

central to governance frameworks, especially in areas beyond national jurisdiction. 

These organizations were seen as key in supporting cooperation and partnerships and 

in establishing robust, complementary and region-specific measures for sustainable 

fisheries. Participants also highlighted the value of leveraging technology, digital 

solutions and electronic monitoring.  

195. Participants emphasized the need to build resilience, including in infrastructure, 

provide targeted support for small-scale fisheries, and recognize traditional 

knowledge and ocean stewardship, particularly in small island developing States. 

Community involvement and the empowerment and participation of young people 

and women in decision-making processes were essential. Participants concluded by 

underscoring the critical need to ensure equitable and sustainable fisheries 

management for current and future generations. 

196. The key messages from the panel included the following:  

 (a) Empower small-scale fishers, fish workers, young people, local 

communities and women in decision-making processes and scale up existing, proven 

solutions to achieve sustainable fisheries;  

 (b) Recognize and support the connections among food security and nutrition, 

culture, livelihoods, identity and tradition, and commit to supporting women in the 

aquatic food value chain; 

 (c) Bolster regional fisheries management organizations as vital governance 

frameworks, in particular in areas beyond national jurisdiction;  

 (d) Combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, including through the 

use of technology, digital solutions and electronic monitoring.  

197. For voluntary commitments, see annex II.  

 

 

 F. Ocean Action panel 6: Advancing sustainable ocean-based 

economies, sustainable maritime transport and coastal community 

resilience, leaving no one behind  
 

 

198. In the afternoon of 11 June, the Co-Chair, Mr. Whipps, declared open Ocean 

Action panel 6, on the theme “Advancing sustainable ocean-based economies, 

sustainable maritime transport and coastal community resilience, leaving no one 

behind”, and made an opening statement. The Co-Chair, Ms. Gibbons, also made an 

opening statement. 

199. The panel was moderated by the Global Ocean Policy Director of the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature Ocean Team, Minna Epps, who also 

made a statement. Presentations were made by the following panellists: the Under -

Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, Li Junhua; the Secretary-General 

of IMO, Arsenio Dominguez; the Mayor of New Orleans, LaToya Cantrell; the 

Founder of the Minderoo Foundation, Andrew Forrest; and the Secretary-General of 

the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, Rebeca Grynspan. 

Presentations were also made by the lead discussants: the Australian sherpa for the 

High-level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean Economy, Russell Reichelt; and the Deputy 

Assistant Administrator of UNDP, Francine Pickup.  

200. In the ensuing interactive discussion, statements were made by the 

representatives of Antigua and Barbuda (on behalf of the Alliance of Small Island 
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States), Singapore (on behalf of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations), 

Solomon Islands, Gabon, Maldives, Norway, Kenya, Brazil, Tonga (on behalf of the 

Pacific Islands Forum), Burundi, Timor-Leste, Honduras, Portugal, the United 

Republic of Tanzania, Egypt, Samoa, Indonesia, Estonia, Equatorial Guinea, Ghana 

and Morocco.  

201. The following observer also participated in the discussion: the Economic 

Commission for Africa. 

202. A representative of the World Economic Forum also participated in the 

discussion. 

203. The Co-Chairs, Mr. Whipps and Ms. Gibbons, made closing statements, and 

Ms. Gibbons declared the panel closed.  

 

  Summary 
 

204. Opening the panel discussion, the Co-Chair, Mr. Whipps, said that Indigenous 

Peoples and local communities should be central to managing and conserving ocean 

resources. Palau had already protected 30 per cent of its waters, demonstrating 

leadership in ocean equity. Small island developing States received less than 2 per 

cent of global climate finance, despite being on the front lines of climate impact. 

Fishing families, as true custodians of the ocean, should not be left behind.  

205. The Co-Chair, Ms. Gibbons, underscored the commitment of Canada to 

protecting ocean ecosystems while ensuring sustainable economic benefits for coastal 

communities. She highlighted science-based fisheries management and support for 

the “30 by 30” conservation target, and said that Canada was partnering with 

Indigenous Peoples through the Project Finance for Permanence initiative and was 

working towards net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. She announced a new 

initiative with Panama to reduce ocean noise and reaffirmed her country’s alliance 

with France and Chile to promote a sustainable ocean-based economy. 

206. The moderator, Ms. Epps, said that the ocean economy contributed over 

$2.8 trillion annually to the global economy. She called for 100 per cent of the ocean 

to be sustainably and equitably managed by 2030 and emphasized the urgency of 

collective action. 

207. Mr. Li said that Goal 14 was interconnected with other Goals related to poverty 

eradication, food security, decent work, industry and innovation. The Small Island 

Developing States Partnership Framework database, which was managed by the 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs, showcased hundreds of projects that 

promoted a sustainable ocean-based economy in areas such as sustainable tourism, 

responsible fisheries and women’s empowerment. Over 2,400 voluntary commitments  

had been registered during the three United Nations Ocean Conferences. Innovative 

financing tools such as blue bonds and youth engagement and technology were key 

to building ocean resilience. 

208. Mr. Dominguez acknowledged the environmental impact of global shipping and 

outlined the efforts of IMO to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through mandatory 

efficiency measures and alternative fuels. He emphasized the importance of 

multilateralism and safe transitions to cleaner technologies. He said that IMO had 

long worked to reduce plastic pollution and that it was developing strategies to 

manage invasive species and improve waste disposal from ships.  

209. Ms. Cantrell spoke about the deep connection between New Orleans and its 

coastal environment. She highlighted local innovation, such as women-led businesses 

recycling glass to reduce sand use. She said that equity was essential to sustainability, 

and that communities should lead the way, with governmental support. She cited the 
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city’s engagement with Bloomberg Philanthropies Youth Climate Action Fund as an 

example of empowering local leadership and called for investment in green jobs, 

training and community-driven solutions.  

210. Ms. Grynspan proposed specific actions, including improving ocean data 

collection and governance; investing in climate-resilient maritime transport; 

expanding South-South cooperation; promoting ocean innovation through a United 

Nations task force on seaweed, marine-based plastic alternatives and coastal job 

creation; and transforming ocean finance, including through the launch of the One 

Ocean Finance Facility and a $2.8 trillion “blue deal” to redirect harmful subsidies 

and support conservation, clean shipping and blue food systems.  

211. Mr. Forrest advocated for protecting 30 per cent of exclusive economic zones 

through no-take marine parks to allow fish stocks to regenerate. He proposed using 

licensing systems, similar to the mining sector, to enforce compliance. He emphasized 

the role of technology in helping island nations to monitor their waters and called on 

States to ratify IMO conventions.  

212. Mr. Reichelt underscored the need for equitable return of ocean benefits through 

knowledge-sharing and investment in building ocean knowledge, including country -

to-country equity and regional and local equity.  

213. Ms. Pickup supported calls for community support and resources for upscaling 

and upskilling, enhancing frameworks and data systems, and shifting from an 

extractive to a regenerative model to reflect the true value of marine resources.  

214. In the ensuing interactive discussion, representatives of Member States, United 

Nations entities, intergovernmental organizations and stakeholders made 

interventions. Participants said that a sustainable ocean-based economy should be 

regenerative, inclusive and designed to serve both communities and ecosystems. 

Sustainable ocean economies should deliver tangible and equitable benefits to people 

and planet, from providing prosperity to coastal and island communities to enhancing 

climate resilience.  

215. Participants said that ocean equity was not an aspirational slogan, but a 

necessary condition for achieving global ocean targets, including Goal 14. Indigenous 

Peoples, local communities, small-scale fishers, women and young people should be 

central to the design, implementation and governance of sustainable ocean 

economies, ensuring that no one was left behind.  

216. Finance was identified as a cross-cutting concern. Participants said that Goal 14 

remained the most underfunded goal and called for increased public investment, 

concessional finance and innovative tools such as blue bonds and debt-for-nature 

swaps. Many highlighted the need to reform subsidies harmful to marine ecosystems 

and channel resources to community-led and nature-based solutions. Ocean 

economies were described as undervalued and mispriced, with specific calls to go 

beyond GDP measurements and adopt more holistic valuation metrics.  

217. Regarding maritime transport, support was expressed for ambitious ongoing 

decarbonization efforts, including those under the auspices of IMO aiming for net -

zero greenhouse gas emissions from international shipping by 2050; the reduction of 

underwater noise; and the enforcement of regulations against illegal, unreported and 

unregulated fishing. Participants described national efforts to modernize port 

infrastructure, invest in green vessels and enhance seafarer training. Some pointed to 

the unique challenges faced by small island developing States and least developed 

countries in adapting maritime transport systems and called for greater technological 

and financial support. 
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218. Participants from landlocked developing countries said that sustainable ocean 

economies should be global and inclusive. Participants from developing countries 

expressed concerns regarding access to finance, capacity-building and fair trade. 

Participants said that sustainable fisheries and aquaculture practices should be 

rewarded in global markets. Many called for an increase in international cooperation, 

regional partnerships and support for locally driven innovation.  

219. Many participants reiterated that advancing a sustainable ocean economy was 

essential for achieving the 2030 Agenda. Participants said that delivering on that 

vision would require political will, sustained financing and inclusive governance that 

valued the ocean not only as a resource, but as a foundation for shared prosperity and 

resilience. 

220. The key messages from the panel included the following:  

 (a) Promote sustainable ocean-based industries and sectors, including 

aquaculture, marine-based plastic alternatives, climate-resilient maritime transport, 

and green vessels and port infrastructure, as part of a “blue deal”;  

 (b) Empower Indigenous Peoples and local communities, small-scale fishers, 

women and young people, especially in small island developing States and least 

developed countries, so that they are central to the design, implementation and 

governance of sustainable ocean economies; 

 (c) Invest in sustainable coastal livelihoods, including through job training 

(and retraining), combating illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, and enhanced 

South-South cooperation, and ensure a just transition for seafarers and others affected 

by the goal of net-zero greenhouse gas emissions from shipping by 2050;  

 (d) Advance ocean finance, including through the One Ocean Finance Facility.  

221. Canada reaffirmed its commitment to the High Ambition Coalition for a Quiet 

Ocean. For additional voluntary commitments, see annex II.  

 

 

 G. Ocean Action panel 7: Leveraging ocean, climate and 

biodiversity interlinkages 
 

 

222. In the morning of 12 June, the Co-Chair, Mr. Crucke, declared open Ocean Action 

panel 7, on the theme “Leveraging ocean, climate and biodiversity interlinkages”, and 

made an opening statement. The Co-Chair, Mr. Oegroseno, also made an opening 

statement. 

223. The panel was moderated by the Director of the Ecosystems Division of UNEP, 

Susan Gardner, who also made a statement. Presentations were made by the following 

panellists: the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Astrid 

Schomaker; the Ambassador for Climate Change of the Republic of Korea, Chung 

Keeyong; the Senior Vice-President of the Center for Oceans at Conservation 

International, Ashleigh McGovern; and the Senior Research Scientist at the 

Laboratoire d’Océanographie de Villefranche, Jean-Pierre Gattuso. Presentations 

were also made by the lead discussants: the Special Representative of the Secretary -

General for Disaster Risk Reduction and Head of the United Nations Office for 

Disaster Risk Reduction, Kamal Kishore; and the Global Ocean Director for The 

Nature Conservancy, Elizabeth McLeod.  

224. In the ensuing interactive discussion, statements were made by the representatives  

of the Marshall Islands (on behalf of the Pacific Islands Forum), the Dominican 

Republic (on behalf of the Alliance of Small Island States), Maldives, Antigua and 

Barbuda, Kenya, Ghana, Armenia, Norway, Ukraine, the Congo, Morocco, the 
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Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Portugal, Indonesia, Canada, Panama, Türkiye, 

Cambodia, Burundi, Honduras, Brazil, Mexico, Paraguay, Israel and Gabon.  

225. Representatives of the following observers participated in the discussion: 

UNESCO; the Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of 

the Marine Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects; and the International 

Union for Conservation of Nature.  

226. Representatives of the following NGOs and other stakeholders also participated 

in the discussion: We Are Forces of Nature; Indigenous Peoples’ International Centre 

for Policy Research and Education (Tebtebba); and the University of St Andrews.  

227. The Co-Chairs, Mr. Oegroseno and Mr. Crucke, made closing statements, and 

Mr. Crucke declared the panel closed.  

 

  Summary 
 

228. Opening the panel, the Co-Chair, Mr. Crucke, said that the global community 

faced interconnected crises in ocean health, climate change and biodiversity loss, 

necessitating stronger policy coherence to achieve ambitious international goals such 

as the Paris Agreement and Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework. Ocean 

action must be integrated into national biodiversity plans and climate strategies, 

including nationally determined contributions and the global goal on adaptation, by 

pursuing synergistic, science-based solutions and ensuring sufficient ambition.  

229. In his opening remarks, the Co-Chair, Mr. Oegroseno, described the 

commitment of Indonesia to addressing the interlinked crisis, including through its 

policies on marine spatial planning, blue carbon ecosystem restoration and the 

expansion of marine protected areas as part of its blue economy strategy. He 

announced the Indonesia coral bond, an initiative to finance marine conservation 

without government debt, backed by the World Bank, and introduced the 2026 Ocean 

Impact Summit, which was intended to bridge ocean governance, finance and 

innovation. 

230. Ms. Gardner emphasized the need to shift from siloed approaches to integrated 

action on climate, ocean and biodiversity. She asked panellists to consider how coastal 

communities could best be enabled to realize their full potential as leaders in ocean -

based solutions for climate and biodiversity, and how science and traditional 

knowledge could be brought together so that actions were grounded, inclusive and fair.   

231. Ms. Schomaker said that all targets under the Kunming-Montreal Global 

Biodiversity Framework were related to the ocean and climate, in particular target 8 

on climate change. She highlighted gaps in national ambition and lack of coherence 

between national biodiversity strategies and action plans, nationally determined 

contributions and national action plans, and called for better alignment of financing 

and the recognition of the role of Indigenous Peoples in biodiversity governance.  

232. Mr. Chung said that the interconnected crises facing the planet demanded an 

integrated approach, moving beyond siloed policies and investments. The Republic 

of Korea was putting that into practice through its fifth national biodiversity strategy, 

national initiatives such as its blue carbon strategy, and efforts to conserve 30 per cent 

of marine space by 2030. He announced the offer of the Republic of Korea to co -host 

the 2028 United Nations Ocean Conference.  

233. Ms. McGovern advocated the integration of marine ecosystems in climate action 

and nationally determined contributions as “blue nationally determined contributions”.  

She emphasized the role of mangroves, seagrasses and marine protected areas in 

carbon sequestration and resilience and the importance of community -led 

conservation and inclusion of ocean-based action in global climate policy.  
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234. Mr. Gattuso said that more attention should be focused on coral reef protection, 

given their vulnerability to warming and acidification. He shared recent scientific 

recommendations and calls to action and emphasized the importance of using robust 

data and evidence to influence both local and international policies.  

235. Mr. Kishore highlighted the role of coastal ecosystems as buffers against natural 

hazards and tools for disaster risk reduction, and called for coherence in global and 

local implementation of disaster risk reduction, climate adaptation and biodiversity 

policies. He emphasized the need to empower coastal communities and cited good 

practices from the Republic of Korea, Kiribati and Tonga.  

236. Ms. McLeod called on Governments and other actors to prioritize nature by 

actively restoring ecosystems, advancing community-centred solutions, and 

transforming resource mobilization. She highlighted successful initiatives, including 

the integration of marine habitat restoration into offshore wind projects, Indigenous-

led conservation efforts, and innovative financing through nature bonds, which helped 

to address the external debt crisis faced by many developing countries.  

237. In the ensuing interactive discussion, participants said that climate change was 

having a devastating impact on marine and coastal environments and coastal 

communities. Indigenous Peoples and local communities often bore the brunt of the 

impact of climate change but lacked meaningful participation in decision-making. 

Given that the ocean, climate and biodiversity were not isolated domains, addressing 

one meant addressing all. However, governance systems were fragmented, with ocean,  

climate change and biodiversity often treated as separate policy domains, leading to 

disconnected strategies and the risk of maladaptation, whereby measures intended to 

make progress in one area create trade-offs that cause harm in other areas. Responses 

to the triple planetary crisis must therefore be designed to maximize synergies.  

238. Participants said that ecosystem protection and restoration measures must 

simultaneously support climate mitigation, biodiversity and human well -being, and 

emphasized the importance of policy coherence across multilateral frameworks, in 

particular those under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Convention on 

Biological Diversity. The ocean and climate change dialogue under the Framework 

Convention on Climate Change provided a forum for leveraging synergies, and the 

Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction 

would provide a further opportunity to do so.  

239. Panellists and participants said that solutions must come from partnerships and 

integrated approaches that reached across geographies and sectors with the 

participation of the people, including Indigenous Peoples and local communities, who 

lived with those ecosystems, relied on them and had been stewarding them for 

generations. Actions must also be based on the best available science and use cutting -

edge technological solutions, while respecting the precautionary principle.  

240. Panellists and participants said that Goal 14 was the most underinvested of all 

the Goals. There was a need to mobilize innovative and blended financing that was 

predictable, inclusive and accessible for developing States, and that maximized 

synergies so that funding was not siloed into climate, biodiversity and ocean 

components. 

241. Participants underscored the urgent need for investment in vulnerable States 

such as small island developing States and landlocked developing countries. They 

also highlighted the need for nature-based solutions, such as mangrove and coral 

restoration, marine spatial planning and blue carbon strategies. Many called for the 

swift entry into force and implementation of the Agreement on Marine Biological 

Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction, the alignment of nationally 
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determined contributions with ocean priorities, and more equitable access to finance 

and technology. Young people, Indigenous groups and civil society stressed the need 

for inclusion, justice and local leadership. Participants also emphasized the role of 

science-based policy, international cooperation and innovative mechanisms, such as 

blue bonds and debt swaps, to support sustainable ocean governance and resilient 

coastal communities amid a rapidly changing climate.  

242. The key messages from the panel included the following:  

 (a) At the global level, ensure stronger policy coherence to achieve ambitious 

international goals such as the Paris Agreement and the Kunming-Montreal Global 

Biodiversity Framework; 

 (b) At the national level, integrate ocean action into national biodiversity 

plans and climate strategies, including in nationally determined contributions and the 

global goal on adaptation; 

 (c) Invest in science-based solutions and that use cutting-edge technology 

while respecting the precautionary principle;  

 (d) Prioritize investment in vulnerable States such as small island developing 

States and landlocked developing countries, including through innovative and 

blended financing and nature-based solutions. 

243. Indonesia announced a coral bond, an initiative to finance marine conservation 

without government debt, backed by the World Bank, and introduced the 2026 Ocean 

Impact Summit, which was intended to bridge ocean governance, finance and 

innovation. 

244. The Republic of Korea announced that it would co-host the 2028 United Nations 

Ocean Conference. For additional voluntary commitments, see annex II.  

 

 

 H. Ocean Action panel 8: Promoting and supporting all forms of 

cooperation, especially at the regional and subregional levels  
 

 

245. In the afternoon of 12 June, the Co-Chair, Ms. Benali, declared open Ocean 

Action panel 8, on the theme “Promoting and supporting all forms of cooperation, 

especially at the regional and subregional levels”, and made an opening statement. 

The Co-Chair, Mr. Barbaro, also made an opening statement.  

246. The panel was moderated by the Global Deputy Director of the Ocean Program 

at the World Resources Institute, Cynthia Barzuna, who also made a statement. 

Presentations were made by the following panellists: the President of the Federated 

States of Micronesia, Wesley Simina; the High Representative for the Least 

Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island 

Developing States, Rabab Fatima; the Pacific Ocean Commissioner, Filimon Manoni; 

the Mediterranean Action Plan Coordinator at UNEP, Tatjana Hema; and the 

Undersecretary for Multilateral Affairs and Human Rights of Mexico, Enrique Ochoa 

Martínez. A presentation was also made by the lead discussant, the Resident 

Coordinator in Timor-Leste, Funmi Balogun.  

247. In the ensuing interactive discussion, statements were made by the representatives  

of Tuvalu (on behalf of the Alliance of Small Island States), Kenya, Norway, the Cook 

Islands (on behalf of the Pacific Islands Forum), Burundi, Finland, Georgia, Armenia, 

Brazil, Maldives, Solomon Islands, India, Cuba, Ukraine, the United Republic of 

Tanzania, Iceland, Estonia, Poland, Germany, Ghana, Honduras and Algeria.  
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248. The representatives of the following observers also participated in the 

discussion: the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific; and the 

Economic Commission for Africa. 

249. The representative of Ocean Hub Africa also participated in the discussion.  

250. The Co-Chairs, Mr. Barbaro and Ms. Benali, made closing statements, and 

Mr. Barbaro declared the panel closed.  

 

  Summary 
 

251. In her opening remarks, the Co-Chair, Ms. Benali, said that the oceans remained 

under threat and emphasized the need to democratize knowledge by including 

scientists, investors, civil society and other relevant stakeholders, and breaking 

barriers between the North and South. 

252. The Co-Chair, Mr. Barbaro, noted the value of multistakeholder initiatives, 

including public-private partnerships, and highlighted the critical role of regional seas 

conventions in facilitating the implementation of global goals.  

253. The moderator, Ms. Barzuna, said that regional cooperation was indispensable 

for addressing transboundary challenges such as climate change and biodiversity loss. 

She underlined the need to fund practical solutions, rooted in science, and the 

importance of inclusive ocean governance. 

254. Mr. Simina emphasized the vital role of regional fisheries bodies in addressing 

the mounting pressure of illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, as well as the 

contribution of such bodies to ensuring food security. He also highlighted the 

importance of regional cooperation to address climate-driven fish stock shifts.  

255. Ms. Fatima said that regional cooperation was key to bridging technology gaps 

and sharing best practices, and stressed the importance of integrating landlocked 

developing countries into ocean value chains and global trade. It was vital to integrate 

regional priorities into global policies and financial mechanisms.  

256. Mr. Ochoa Martínez called for better coordination between multilateral 

commitments and regional frameworks and for the greater inclusion of non -State 

actors. He said that multilateralism and adherence to international law were two 

indispensable pillars of the global order.  

257. Mr. Manoni advocated a holistic, integrated approach to ocean governance that 

respected the links between climate change, pollution and biodiversity. He called for 

additional Member States to ratify the Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of 

Areas beyond National Jurisdiction and stressed the urgency of its prompt entry into 

force.  

258. Ms. Hema said that regional seas conventions had a role to play in helping 

Member States to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, to assimilate global 

visions with regional issues, and to break down silos to tackle the triple planetary 

crisis of climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution.  

259. Ms. Balogun said that there was a need to mobilize financing and investment, 

empower women and young people, and bring together actors from all levels of 

government with a view to strengthening regional cooperation. She emphasized the 

importance of sharing and linking local knowledge with science, and of improving 

data governance.  

260. In the ensuing interactive discussion, participants said that there was an urgent 

need for decisive action to address the escalating threats facing the world’s oceans. 

Progress on key global agreements remained slow and inadequate. The principles of 
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multilateralism and adherence to international law were fundamental to effective 

ocean governance. The need to strengthen governance frameworks was a central 

theme, with calls for better integration of international commitments into regional 

and national policies.  

261. Participants said that regional cooperation was indispensable for effective ocean 

governance. Many pointed to the interconnected nature of marine ecosystems and 

noted that the implementation of global commitments, such as those under the 

Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction, 

depended on cooperation at the regional level. Others emphasized the key role of 

regional cooperation among scientists.  

262. Participants recognized the vital role of regional cooperation as a bridge 

between high-level ambition and real-world action and recalled that the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea required States to cooperate at all levels 

for the protection and preservation of the marine environment, taking into account 

region-specific elements. 

263. Participants said that regional fisheries organizations played a pivotal role in the 

sustainable management of shared marine resources and stressed the importance of 

cooperative adaptation to shifts in species distributions driven by climate change. 

They called for the inclusion of traditional knowledge alongside scientific research 

to foster more inclusive and culturally relevant management approaches.  

264. Participants said that partnerships at the regional and subregional levels were 

critical to confronting multifaceted challenges, including climate change, biodiversity 

loss, pollution and overfishing. Participants highlighted the importance of cross -

sector collaboration, involving scientists, investors, civil society and NGOs, in order 

to democratize knowledge, build capacities and ensure equitable access to resources 

and financing. 

265. Participants said that for vulnerable States, including small island developing 

States, landlocked developing countries and least developed countries, regional 

cooperation offered vital opportunities for capacity-building, technology transfer and 

greater participation in global ocean value chains.  

266. Financing was identified as a critical enabler of effective ocean governance, 

particularly in supporting Indigenous Peoples and local communities, as well as 

young people and women. Participants emphasized the need to scale up innovative 

solutions and harness local knowledge to enhance resilience and inclusivity.  

267. The key messages from the panel included the following:  

 (a) Ensure that regional priorities and perspectives are fully integrated into 

global policies and financial mechanisms, recognizing the vital role of regional 

cooperation as a bridge between high-level ambition and real-world action; 

 (b) Use regional cooperation mechanisms to address illegal, unreported and 

unregulated fishing and food security challenges, as well as those related to climate -

driven shifts in fish stocks and migration patterns;  

 (c) Bridge technology gaps, scale up innovative solutions and share best 

practices and local and traditional knowledge using regional cooperation mechanisms;  

 (d) Integrate landlocked developing countries into ocean value chains and 

global trade. 

268. For voluntary commitments, see annex II.  
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 I. Ocean Action panel 9: Promoting the role of sustainable food from 

the ocean for poverty eradication and food security  
 

 

269. In the morning of 13 June, the Co-Chair, Mr. Othman, declared open Ocean 

Action panel 9, on the theme “Promoting the role of sustainable food from the ocean 

for poverty eradication and food security”, and made an opening statement. The 

Co-Chair, Mr. Kim, also made an opening statement. 

270. The panel was moderated by the William and Eva Senior Fellow at the Stanford 

Woods Institute for the Environment, James Leape, who also made a statement. 

Presentations were made by the following panellists: the Director of the CGIAR 

Nutrition, Health and Food Security Impact Area Platform, Shakuntala Haraksingh 

Thilsted; the Assistant Director General and Director of the Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Division of FAO, Manuel Barange; the Executive Director of the Western and Central 

Pacific Fisheries Commission, Rhea Moss-Christian; the Deputy Director General of 

the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), Zou Ciyong; and 

the Director for Sustainable Aquatic Food Systems at WorldFish, Jörn Schmidt. A 

presentation was also made by the lead discussant, the Chief Scientific Advisor at the 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs of the United Kingdom, Gideon 

Henderson. 

271. In the ensuing interactive discussion, statements were made by the 

representatives of Lesotho, Palau (on behalf of the Alliance of Small Island States), 

Norway, Indonesia, Maldives, Mexico, Fiji (on behalf of the Pacific small island 

developing States), Solomon Islands, Kenya, Egypt, the Philippines, Burundi, 

Iceland, Honduras, Germany, Viet Nam, Malaysia and Mauritania.  

272. The representative of the following observer also participated in the discussion: 

the Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine 

Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects.  

273. The representatives of the following NGOs and other stakeholders participated 

in the discussion: African Confederation of Professional Organizations of Artisanal 

Fisheries; the Aquaculture Stewardship Council; Monterey Bay Aquarium; and the 

Water Revolution Foundation.  

274. The Co-Chairs, Mr. Othman and Mr. Kim, made closing statements, and 

Mr. Kim declared the panel closed.  

 

  Summary 
 

275. Opening the panel, the Co-Chair, Mr. Othman, said that food from the oceans in 

the United Republic of Tanzania supported 4.5 million people directly and indirectly 

in terms of food security and livelihoods. His country was working on issues relating 

to women’s empowerment and investing in sustainable aquaculture. He drew attention 

to the need to support least developed countries through strong international 

cooperation and to the importance of bridging the science-policy interface and sharing 

science and technology.  

276. In his opening remarks, the Co-Chair, Mr. Kim, focused on the challenges that 

aquatic food systems faced, including biodiversity loss and climate change, and said 

that aquatic foods would become more important in the years to come. Projections 

showed that aquatic food production would need to increase by 22 per cent to reach 

the needs of the global population in 2050. In that regard, he highlighted the need to 

redesign aquatic food systems and management to be more sustainable.  

277. The moderator, Mr. Leape, began the panel discussion by asking participants to 

consider how the vast potential of food from the ocean could be harnessed to address 
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issues relating to food security and poverty eradication. He said that aquatic foods 

were a crucial source of protein and micronutrients as well as livelihoods, and that 

the future of capture fisheries and aquaculture must be priorities, not only for fishe ries 

ministries, but also for food and agriculture ministers, finance ministers, health 

ministers and prime ministers.  

278. Ms. Haraksingh Thilsted, noting that 2030 was only six harvest seasons away, 

drew attention to the challenges posed by climate change, conflict and economic 

pressures and called for additional investment in sustainable aquatic food systems. 

She said that with the production volume of aquaculture currently surpassing that of 

capture fisheries, the aquaculture sector must continue to innovate and recognize the 

potential of products such as algae and seaweed. CGIAR was advancing science by 

bringing innovations to scale, developing policies and building capacity.  

279. Mr. Barange said that over 735 million people were going hungry. Global fish 

production provided over 3 billion people with approximately 20 per cent of their 

intake of animal protein. He suggested four practical actions: using school feeding 

programmes and other approaches to promote aquatic foods for populations with 

lower levels of aquatic food consumption; making better use of aquatic foods by 

reducing loss and waste, using the whole fish and promoting products such as 

seaweed; supporting small-scale fishers and post-harvest workers; and managing 

fisheries and aquaculture effectively and sustainably.  

280. Ms. Moss-Christian said that tuna was the fifth most consumed aquatic food in 

the world and was both a high-value international product and a crucial part of local 

diets, livelihoods, cultural identity and community resilience. She drew attention to 

the FAO 2025 Review of the state of marine fisheries resources , which indicated that 

95 per cent of the total global tuna catch came from sustainable stocks, underscoring 

the role of effective fisheries management in general and the role of the Western and 

Central Pacific Fisheries Commission and Pacific small island developing States in 

particular.  

281. Mr. Zou said that inclusive and sustainable industrial development was often 

overlooked in discussions on aquatic food systems. He highlighted the work of 

UNIDO in developing resilient value chains from processing to market access. For 

example, UNIDO was working in Cambodia with small and medium fisheries 

enterprises to operate processing facilities that met international food safety standards 

and was supporting global seafood packaging initiatives to help reduce plastic 

pollution and spoilage.  

282. Mr. Schmidt said that aquatic foods offered culturally appropriate diets in both 

urban and rural contexts and often required fewer inputs and generated significantly 

lower greenhouse gas emissions than other protein sources. Some aquatic foods, such 

as seaweed, also sequestered carbon. Local leadership, community voices, ancestral 

knowledge and scientific innovation must shape the system moving forward.  

283. Mr. Henderson said that global protein demand was accelerating faster than the 

global population, as standards of living rose, and that the world needed to innovate 

and broaden the food system, including aquatic foods. That would entail ensuring that 

aquaculture was sustainable, diversifying consumption towards low trophic species, 

decreasing food waste through novel ways of processing foods, improving the 

sustainability of aquaculture feed, reducing trade barriers and promoting effective 

fisheries management. He noted that the United Kingdom had announced that it would 

reduce bottom trawling in 41 fishing areas totalling 48,000 km 2. 

284. In the ensuring interactive discussion, participants recognized the multiple 

benefits and opportunities offered by aquatic food systems, including for food and 

nutrition, livelihoods, poverty alleviation, culture and climate resilience, for both 
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coastal and land-locked States. For many small island developing States, food from 

the ocean was the main source of animal protein. However, aquatic foods were often 

left out of national and international agendas as a solution to combat food insecurity 

and hunger. Participants highlighted the need to develop national policies that 

integrated aquatic foods, including by incorporating them into school feeding 

programmes, food systems policies, and international food and nutrition discussions.  

285. Participants recognized threats to aquatic food systems, including the triple 

planetary crisis and illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing. They highlighted the 

need for increased measures to tackle such fishing, including through innovation, 

technology and capacity-building. The importance of bringing aquatic foods into 

discussions on climate, the environment and biodiversity was also noted.  

286. Participants highlighted the need to reduce loss and waste, including by improving  

post-harvest handling and processing, infrastructure, access to markets, technology 

transfer and innovation, and by prioritizing the use of fish for human consumption, 

rather than for aquaculture feed.  

287. Participants emphasized the importance of efficient fisheries management and 

sustainable aquaculture, which would be crucial to meet increasing demand for ocean 

foods. Alternative ingredients for aquafeeds would help to reduce the pressure on 

ocean resources and improve food security and nutrition in some regions.  

288. The need to improve not only the quantity, but also the quality of aquatic foods 

was highlighted. The potential for increasing production and consumption of 

underutilized and low trophic species such as seaweed and bivalves was also noted.  

289. Participants drew attention to the need to ensure access to and affordability of 

aquatic foods for vulnerable populations, respecting sustainability, fairness, cultures 

and local habits. Small-scale and artisanal fishers and post-harvest workers had an 

important role to play in ensuring that foods from the ocean reached vulnerable 

populations and supported sustainable food systems. Women played a critical role in 

aquatic food systems, in particular the post-harvest sector. Policies should recognize 

and support the critical role of small-scale and artisanal fishers, young people and 

women, including through national plans of action for implementing the Voluntary 

Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food 

Security and Poverty Eradication.  

290. Participants called for enhanced cooperation and partnerships to ensure the 

effective use of aquatic foods to address hunger and malnutrition and noted the 

importance of regional partnerships, engaging with local communities, including 

Indigenous Peoples, and international processes. 

291. Participants recognized the need to invest in aquatic foods and called for 

increased investment in aquatic foods, ocean health and a climate-smart sector, as 

well as infrastructure and technology transfer.  

292. The key messages from the panel included the following:  

 (a) Redesign aquatic food systems and management to be more sustainable, 

particularly in the light of the fact that aquatic foods will provide an increasing share 

of the world’s protein intake in the coming decades;  

 (b) Innovate in the aquaculture sector, including by diversifying consumption 

toward low trophic species, decreasing food waste through novel ways of processing 

foods, improving the sustainability of aquaculture feed, recognizing the potential of 

products such as algae and seaweed, reducing trade barriers and promoting effective 

fisheries management; 
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 (c) Develop national policies that integrate aquatic foods, including by 

incorporating them into school feeding programmes, food systems policies and 

international food and nutrition discussions;  

 (d) Support small-scale and artisanal fishers and post-harvest workers, in 

particular women. 

293. The United Kingdom announced that it would reduce bottom trawling in 41 

fishing areas spanning 48,000 km2. For additional voluntary commitments, see annex II. 

 

 

 J. Ocean Action panel 10: Enhancing the conservation and 

sustainable use of oceans and their resources by implementing 

international law as reflected in the United Nations Convention on 

the Law of the Sea 
 

 

294. In the afternoon of 13 June, the Co-Chair, Mr. Muñoz, declared open Ocean 

Action panel 10, on the theme “Enhancing the conservation and sustainable use of 

oceans and their resources by implementing international law as reflected in the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea”, and made an opening statement. 

The Co-Chair, Ms. Ridings, also made an opening statement.  

295. The panel was moderated by François Alabrune, Ambassador of France to the 

Netherlands, who also made a statement. Introductory remarks were made by the 

Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and United Nations Legal Counsel, Elinor 

Hammarskjöld. Presentations were made by the following panellists: the Secretary -

General of the International Seabed Authority, Leticia Carvalho; the Director General 

of the International Union for Conservation of Nature, Grethel Aguilar; and the Vice -

President of the Asian Society of International Law and Arbitrator under annex VII 

of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, Nguyen Lan-Anh. 

Presentations were also made by the lead discussants: Law Professor at Tohoku 

University, Kentaro Nishimoto; the Head of Oceans at the Commonwealth 

Secretariat, Daniel Wilde; and Minister Counsellor at the Permanent Mission of 

Singapore to the United Nations, Nathaniel Khng.  

296. In the ensuing interactive discussion, statements were made by the 

representatives of Solomon Islands (on behalf of the Pacific Islands Forum), Lesotho, 

Maldives, Mauritius (on behalf of the Alliance of Small Island States), the 

Philippines, Brazil, Fiji, Kenya, Iceland, Norway, Portugal, Honduras, Turkey, 

Burundi, China, Panama, Viet Nam, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Suriname, Sao Tome 

and Principe, Chile, The Bahamas, Senegal and New Zealand.  

297. The representative of the following observer participated in the discussion: FAO.  

298. The representative of Ocean Vision Legal also participated in the discussion.  

299. The Co-Chairs, Ms. Ridings and Mr. Muñoz, made closing statements, and 

Ms. Ridings declared the panel closed.  

 

  Summary 
 

300. In his opening remarks, the Co-Chair, Mr. Muñoz, reaffirmed the vital role of 

multilateralism and said that the adoption of the Agreement on Marine Biological 

Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction was a clear demonstration that 

multilateralism could deliver collective solutions to global challenges.  

301. The Co-Chair, Ms. Ridings, said that the United Nations Convention on the Law 

of the Sea was a major achievement, fulfilling the ambition to settle all issues relating 
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to the law of the sea in a comprehensive manner, and an important contribution to the 

maintenance of international peace and security.  

302. The moderator, Mr. Alabrune, acknowledged the contribution of the Convention 

to sustainable development and highlighted the importance of its effective 

implementation in addressing issues of global concern.  

303. Ms. Hammarskjöld highlighted recent developments in the legal field to 

illustrate how international law, as reflected in the Convention, remained fit for 

purpose to address the contemporary multidimensional aspects of the conservation 

and sustainable use of the ocean and its resources.  

304. Ms. Carvalho said that the International Seabed Authority, as the sole 

international body with the mandate to organize and control mineral-related activities 

in the Area on behalf of humankind as a whole, had a central role in upholding the 

principle of common heritage of humankind. 

305. Ms. Aguilar underscored the need to integrate human rights considerations into 

ocean governance and ensure that all stakeholders, in particular the most vulnerable, 

as well as Indigenous Peoples and local communities, participated in decision-making. 

306. Ms. Nguyen emphasized the critical role of science in the implementation of the 

Convention and related instruments. She said that despite technological 

advancements, humans remained the central element in ocean governance and that 

inclusive, multi-stakeholder engagement was crucial.  

307. Mr. Nishimoto said that the advisory opinion on climate change and 

international law issued by the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea was a 

milestone in the law of the sea and should guide States’ actions in addressing the 

ongoing ocean crisis. 

308. Mr. Wilde outlined the efforts of the Commonwealth Secretariat in support of 

the Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction 

and emphasized the significance of the Agreement, including in ensuring the fair and 

equitable sharing of benefits arising from activities with respect to marine genetic 

resources. 

309. Mr. Khng reaffirmed the Convention as the constitution for the ocean and 

emphasized its continued relevance and the importance of not undermining it, 

recalling that it had been adopted as a package.  

310. In the interactive portion of the discussion, participants recalled that the 

Convention set out the legal framework within which all activities in the oceans and 

seas must be carried out. Participants highlighted recent developments that 

demonstrated the ability of the Convention to address new and emerging challenges, 

including those related to sea level rise.  

311. Participants said that multilateralism and the strengthening of international 

cooperation were indispensable for bringing sustainable solutions to pressing issues 

of global concern. The adoption of the Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of 

Areas beyond National Jurisdiction was a major accomplishment for the ocean, the 

United Nations and multilateralism. Participants called upon all States to sign and 

ratify the Agreement without delay with a view to reaching the 60 ratifications 

required for its entry into force as soon as possible.  

312. Participants recognized the critical role of regional fisheries management 

organizations in ensuring sustainable fisheries, emphasized the need to ensure 

compliance with relevant international instruments, and called for the swift entry into 

force of the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies.  
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313. Participants welcomed the adoption by IMO of a revised strategy on the 

reduction of greenhouse gas emissions from ships, which included targets to reach 

net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.  

314. The role of international courts and tribunals in clarifying obligations under the 

Convention was acknowledged, with participants welcoming the advisory opinion on 

climate change and international law and noting the ongoing proceedings before the 

International Court of Justice on the obligations of States in respect of climate change.  

315. With regard to sea level rise, participants said that baselines and statehood 

should remain unaffected by rising sea levels and referenced the adoption by the 

International Law Commission of the final report of the study group on sea level rise 

in relation to international law.  

316. Participants called for the swift finalization of the negotiations on the 

development of a new international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, 

including in the marine environment.  

317. The importance of advancing the work currently under way within the 

International Seabed Authority towards the development of regulations on the 

exploitation of mineral resources in the Area was underscored. Participants 

emphasized that, in the discharge of that mandate, the Authority had the obligation to 

ensure the effective protection of the marine environment.  

318. Participants welcomed the adoption of the Kunming-Montreal Global 

Biodiversity Framework, including target 3, and highlighted the synergies with the 

Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction.  

319. Participants underscored the importance of robust capacity-building and tailored 

technical assistance to assist all States, in particular developing States, least 

developed States, landlocked developed States and small island developing States, to 

meaningfully participate in, and benefit from, ocean activities. They noted that the 

Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction 

provided unique opportunities in that regard.  

320. Participants emphasized that furthering international cooperation and engaging 

all relevant stakeholders was vital to supporting further action towards achieving 

Goal 14. 

321. The key messages from the panel included the following:  

 (a) Promote the ratification and implementation of the Agreement on Marine 

Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction;  

 (b) Work to advance the synergies between the Agreement on Marine 

Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction and the Kunming -

Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework;  

 (c) Commit to advancing the WTO Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies, the 

IMO strategy on the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions from ships, a legally 

binding instrument on plastic pollution, including in the marine environment, 

regulations for the exploitation of the mineral resources in the Area, and other related 

efforts; 

 (d) Invest in capacity-building and tailored technical assistance, particularly 

for developing States, least developed States, landlocked developed States and small 

island developing States, to ensure that all can benefit from the above-mentioned 

agreements, frameworks and initiatives. 

322. For voluntary commitments, see annex II.  
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Chapter V 
  Report of the Credentials Committee 

 

 

323. The Credentials Committee held one meeting, on 12 June 2025.  

324. The representative of Antigua and Barbuda, Asha Challenger, was unanimously 

elected as Chair.  

325. The Committee had before it a memorandum by the Secretary-General dated 

11 June 2025 concerning the credentials of representatives of States and of the 

European Union. A representative of the Office of Legal Affairs of the Secretariat 

made a statement relating to the memorandum.  

326. As indicated in paragraph 1 of the memorandum, as updated by the statement of 

the representative of the Office of Legal Affairs, formal credentials of representatives 

to the Conference, in the form required under rule 3 of the rules of procedure of the 

Conference, had been submitted to the Secretary-General, as at the time of the 

meeting of the Committee, by the following 72 States: Algeria, Antigua and Barbuda, 

Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas (The), Bahrain, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, 

Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Cook Islands, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, 

Czechia, Denmark, Djibouti, Ecuador, El Salvador, Estonia, Fiji, Finland, France, 

Gabon, Greece, Grenada, Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), 

Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lesotho, 

Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Maldives, Mexico, Monaco, Morocco, Niue, 

Norway, Panama, Philippines, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, Samoa, 

Seychelles, Slovakia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Sweden, 

Switzerland, Tunisia, Türkiye, Tuvalu, United Arab Emirates, United States of 

America, Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) and Zimbabwe.  

327. As indicated in paragraph 2 of the memorandum, as updated by the statement of 

the representative of the Office of the Legal Affairs, information concerning the 

appointment of representatives of States to the Conference had been communicated 

to the Secretary-General, as at the time of the meeting of the Committee, by means 

of a copy of formal credentials signed by the Head of State or Government or the 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, or by means of a letter or note verbale from the ministry, 

embassy or mission concerned, by the European Union and the following 108 States: 

Albania, Andorra, Angola, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, 

Belize, Benin, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, 

Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cameroon, Chad, Comoros,  

Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Dominica, Dominican 

Republic, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eswatini, Ethiopia, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, 

Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Holy See, Honduras, India, 

Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, 

Liberia, Libya, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mauritania, 

Mauritius, Micronesia (Federated States of), Mongolia, Montenegro, Mozambique, 

Namibia, Nauru, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, North 

Macedonia, Oman, Pakistan, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, 

Qatar, Republic of Korea, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent  

and the Grenadines, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra 

Leone, Singapore, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia, State of Palestine, Syrian 

Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Turkmenistan, 

Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of 

Tanzania, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Yemen and Zambia.  

328. As indicated in paragraph 3 of the memorandum, as updated by the statement of 

the representative of the Office of Legal Affairs, the Secretary-General had not 

received the formal credentials or information referred to in paragraph 327 above 
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from the following 16 States invited to participate in the Conference: Afghanistan, 

Belarus, Bhutan, Central African Republic, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 

Eritrea, Guyana, Liechtenstein, Nepal, Nicaragua, Republic of Moldova, San Marino, 

South Sudan, Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago and Uganda.  

329. The Chair recommended that the Committee accept the credentials of the 

representatives of the States and of the European Union listed in paragraphs 1 and 2 

of the above-mentioned memorandum, as updated, on the understanding that formal 

credentials for representatives of the States referred to in paragraph 2 of the 

memorandum, as updated, as well as States referred to in paragraph 3 of the 

memorandum, as updated, and where applicable, would be communicated to the 

Secretary-General as soon as possible. 

330. The Committee had before it a communication concerning the representation of 

Myanmar at the Conference dated 7 May 2025, from the Permanent Mission of the 

Republic of the Union of Myanmar to the United Nations. Acknowledging the report 

of the Credentials Committee of the General Assembly at its seventy-ninth session 

(A/79/613), the Chair proposed that the Committee defer its decision on the 

credentials pertaining to the representatives of Myanmar to the Conference. The 

proposal was adopted without a vote.  

331. The Committee adopted the following draft resolution without a vote:  

  The Credentials Committee, 

  Having examined the credentials of the representatives to the 2025 United 

Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development 

Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources 

for sustainable development, 

  Accepts the credentials of the representatives of the States and of the 

European Union referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 of the memorandum of the 

Secretary-General, as updated. 

332. The Committee decided, without a vote, to recommend to the Conference the 

adoption of a draft resolution approving the report of the Committee.  

 

  Action taken by the Conference 
 

333. At its 8th plenary meeting, the Conference considered the report of the 

Credentials Committee (A/CONF.230/2025/15), as introduced by the Chair of the 

Committee, Ms. Challenger, who also informed the Conference that, since the 

meeting of the Committee, credentials in due form had been received from 

Azerbaijan, Barbados, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Brunei Darussa lam, Cabo 

Verde, Egypt, Jamaica, Nauru, Palau, Poland, Singapore and Slovenia.  

334. At the same meeting, the Conference adopted the draft resolution recommended 

by the Credentials Committee in its report and accepted the additional credentials 

mentioned by its Chair (see chap. I, resolution 2).  
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Chapter VI 
  Outcome of the Conference  

 

 

335. At its 8th plenary meeting, the Conference had before it a draft resolution 

submitted by the two Presidents of the Conference entitled “Our ocean, our future: 

united for urgent action” (A/CONF.230/2025/L.1). The Conference adopted draft 

resolution A/CONF.230/2022/L.1 (see chap. I, resolution 1).  

336. At the same meeting, statements in explanation of vote after the adoption of the 

draft resolution were made by the representatives of the Russian Federation, Chile 

and the Republic of Korea.  
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Chapter VII  
  Adoption of the report of the Conference  

 

 

337. At the 8th plenary meeting, the Rapporteur-General introduced the draft report 

of the Conference (A/CONF.230/2025/L.2). Statements in explanation of vote before 

the adoption of the draft report were made by the representatives of Panama and the 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.  

338. At the same meeting, the Conference adopted the draft report 

(A/CONF.230/2025/L.2) and authorized the Rapporteur-General to finalize the 

report. 

  

https://docs.un.org/en/A/CONF.230/2025/L.2
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Chapter VIII  
  Closure of the Conference  

 

 

339. At its 8th plenary meeting, the Conference heard statements by the Under-

Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and United Nations Legal Counsel and Special 

Adviser to the Presidents of the Conference on oceans and legal matters, Elinor 

Hammarskjöld, and the Special Envoy for the Ocean, Peter Thomson.  

340. Also at the 8th plenary meeting, statements were made by the two ex officio 

Vice-Presidents of the Conference, France and Costa Rica.  

341. At the same meeting, the ex officio Vice-President of the Conference, France, 

declared the Conference closed.  

342. The following summary is provided in accordance with paragraph 22 of annex  II 

to General Assembly resolution 78/128. 

 

  Summary of statements made at the closure of the Conference  
 

343. The Special Adviser to the Presidents of the Conference on oceans and legal 

matters, Ms. Hammarskjöld, thanked the Governments of France and Costa Rica for 

hosting the Conference in Nice. She highlighted the widespread support for the 

Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction, 

whose adoption had been a major achievement for both the ocean and multilateralism. 

Noting that the Agreement had reached 51 ratifications, with only 10 more required 

for it to enter into force, she urged all Member States to ratify it swiftly to reverse 

destructive trends and address the triple planetary crisis. She emphasized the 

continuing importance of international law, including the United Nations Convention 

on the Law of the Sea, and recognized the Nice Ocean Action Plan as a new road map 

for action. The Special Advisor stressed the need to maintain the momentum of the 

Conference to accelerate ocean action.  

344. The Special Envoy for the Ocean, Mr. Thomson, emphasized that the ocean was 

life and the earth’s greatest climate regulator. He lamented humanity’s recent 

relationship with the ocean, which was marked by overexploitation, pollution and 

climate-driven harm. He called for called for a renewed commitment to ocean 

conservation and an end to half-measures and debates with denialists, and urged 

participants to redouble their efforts and envision a new relationship with the ocean 

based on reciprocity and respect. He stressed that the ocean’s “voice” must be central 

to climate discussions and called for the 31st session of the Conference of the Parties 

to the Framework Convention on Climate Change to be a “blue conference”. He 

thanked Chile and the Republic of Korea for their offer to co-host the fourth United 

Nations Ocean Conference in the Republic of Korea in 2028.  

345. The representative of France, Olivier Poivre d’Arvor, said that the Conference 

had bolstered equitable governance through law, with the Agreement on Marine 

Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction just 10 ratifications away 

from entering into force and with 37 Member States having joined a coalition for a 

moratorium or precautionary pause on deep-sea mining. The Conference had also 

addressed the need for new scientific research for the benefit of all actors, launching 

initiatives such as the Neptune ocean exploration mission. At the Blue Economy and 

Finance Forum, the Ocean Tourism Pact had been launched, which was intended to 

promote a sustainable and resilient blue ocean economy. Efforts to combat plastic 

pollution were gaining momentum, with 96 States having signed in Nice a 

commitment to draft an ambitious global plastics treaty. Other protections had also 

been announced, such as a plan to combat sargassum in the Caribbean, a call to end 

the killing of sharks, and efforts to end sonar pollution. Lastly, the Conference had 

https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/78/128
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fostered new partnerships, including a coalition of cities and coastal regions to 

address their shared fates.  

346. The Minister for Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica, Arnoldo André Tinoco, said that, 

building on the high-level event on ocean action held in Costa Rica in 2024, the 

Conference had highlighted that oceans transcended borders, requiring integrated, not 

siloed, solutions. He emphasized the critical need for accelerated, accessible ocean 

financing, including debt-for-nature swaps and biodiversity credits, to achieve 

Goal 14, and the importance of inclusive, participatory, science-based and transparent 

governance, particularly for vulnerable communities, small island developing States 

and coastal States. Significant progress had been made at the Conference, including 

strengthened support for plastic pollution control, calls for a pause on deep -sea 

mining, additional ratifications of the Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of 

Areas beyond National Jurisdiction, and announcements of voluntary commitments. 

He said that the time for action was now and that future conferences must focus on 

celebrating implemented commitments rather than repeating pledges, and that 

participants should arrive with results in hand, with evidence of progress and greater 

ambitions. 
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Annex I  
 

  List of documents  
 

 

Symbol Agenda item Title or description 

   A/CONF.230/2025/1  4 Provisional agenda  

A/CONF.230/2025/2  3 Provisional rules of procedure  

A/CONF.230/2025/3  6 Organizational and procedural matters  

A/CONF.230/2025/4  9 Concept paper prepared by the Secretariat on Ocean Action 

panel 1: Conserving, sustainably managing and restoring 

marine and coastal ecosystems, including deep-sea 

ecosystems 

A/CONF.230/2025/5  9 Concept paper prepared by the Secretariat on Ocean Action 

panel 2: Increasing ocean-related scientific cooperation, 

knowledge, capacity-building, marine technology and 

education to strengthen the science-policy interface for 

ocean health 

A/CONF.230/2025/6  9 Concept paper prepared by the Secretariat on Ocean Action 

panel 3: Mobilizing finance for ocean actions in support of 

Sustainable Development Goal 14  

A/CONF.230/2025/7  9 Concept paper prepared by the Secretariat on Ocean Action 

panel 4: Preventing and significantly reducing marine 

pollution of all kinds, in particular from land-based activities 

A/CONF.230/2025/8 9 Concept paper prepared by the Secretariat on Ocean Action 

panel 5: Fostering sustainable fisheries management, 

including supporting small-scale fishers 

A/CONF.230/2025/9 9 Concept paper prepared by the Secretariat on Ocean Action 

panel 6: Advancing sustainable ocean-based economies, 

sustainable maritime transport and coastal community 

resilience, leaving no one behind  

A/CONF.230/2025/10  9 Concept paper prepared by the Secretariat on Ocean Action 

panel 7: Leveraging ocean, climate and biodiversity 

interlinkages 

A/CONF.230/2025/11  9 Concept paper prepared by the Secretariat on Ocean Action 

panel 8: Promoting and supporting all forms of cooperation, 

especially at the regional and subregional levels  

A/CONF.230/2025/12  9 Concept paper prepared by the Secretariat Ocean Action 

panel 9: Promoting the role of sustainable food from the 

ocean for poverty eradication and food security  

A/CONF.230/2025/13  9 Concept paper prepared by the Secretariat on Ocean Action 

panel 10: Enhancing the conservation and sustainable use of 

oceans and their resources by implementing international 

law as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the 

Law of the Sea 
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Symbol Agenda item Title or description 

   A/CONF.230/2025/14  10 Draft declaration entitled “Our ocean, our future: united for 

urgent action”  

A/CONF.230/2025/15  7 (b) Report of the Credentials Committee  

A/CONF.230/2025/L.1 10 Draft resolution entitled “Our ocean, our future: united for 

urgent action”  

A/CONF.230/2025/L.2 11 Draft report of the 2025 United Nations Conference to 

Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development 

Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and 

marine resources for sustainable development  

A/CONF.230/2025/INF/1 n/a Information note for participants  

A/CONF.230/2025/INF/2 n/a List of delegations  
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Annex II 
 

  List of voluntary commitments 
 

 

 The list of voluntary commitments geared towards the implementation of 

Sustainable Development Goal 14 since 1 July 2022 in the scope of the 2025 United 

Nations Ocean Conference, in accordance with paragraph 22 of annex II to General 

Assembly resolution 78/128, is available at https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/ 

2025-10/Compiled%20VC%20list%20since%20UNOC%202022_20250917.pdf .  
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