
Exploring the 
Importance of Data –
Towards Data-Driven 

SDG Reporting

22 October 2025





THE PLUMBER 
DILEMMA 



© 2024 National Strategic Hub, All rights reserved



Why data matters
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State of  data in c it ies
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Robust data ecosystem:

“Leaving no one behind”



Closing the loop in data ecosystem 
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Data as Enabler

• What does it enable?

• To understand who we plan for?

• What is their context?

• What are their needs?

• How we can respond to these needs?

• What happens when data is collected and shared properly: 

• It facilitates co-governance

• It empowers residents to own their development process 

• Fosters inclusive and equitable planning 



Who do we plan for?
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INDICATOR RUBRIC

Legend Description

0 NOT APPLICABLE (This SDG indicator does not apply at the local level.)

1 LITERAL (The SDG indicator as written applies to the City)

2 INDICATOR LOCALISED (The SDG indicator as written does not apply, but the wording has been amended so it is now relevant)

3 INDICATOR CHANGED (The SDG indicator as written does not apply, but the indicators in its entirety has been changed)

4 INDICATOR ADDED (A new indicator has been added for the City)

FURTHER WORK REQUIRED - UNSURE OF ABILITY TO REPORT

NOT APPLICABLE AT A COUNTRY LEVEL

DATA RUBRIC

Legend Description

City level data available - includes availability of disaggregated data

Exploring data availability - includes exploring availability of disaggregated data

Indicator cannot be reported on at present but data collection is underway

Not applicable - reported at National level

NOT APPLICABLE AT A COUNTRY LEVEL

Localizing the SDG Indicators



Strategic Alignment

Well-governed, democratic 

developmental states with 

transformative leadership

IUDF

Liveable, safe, resource-efficient cities 

and towns that are socially integrated, 

economically inclusive and globally 

competitive, where residents actively 

participate in urban life.

MTDP Strategic Priorities

"Build a capable, ethical and 

developmental state" - Enhancing 

municipal capacity for equitable 

resource allocation

SDGs

Sustainable cities through 

improved spatial planning 

and effective, accountable 

institutions

NDP 2030

Outcome 9: "Responsive, 

accountable, effective and 

efficient local government”

Outcome 12: "Development-

oriented public service"



Alignment at planning stage



“Leaving No One Behind”
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