
	

	
	



	

	
	

Strategic	Foresight	for	Sustainable	Development:	
Future-proofing	Policy	and	Partnerships	

Friday,	18	July	2025,	08.00	–	09.30	AM	(EDT),	virtual	

Organized	by	the	UN	Department	of	Economic	and	Social	Affairs	(UN	DESA)	

Background	

In	an	era	marked	by	uncertainty,	complexity,	and	rapid	transformation,	governments	and	sustainable	
development	 practitioners	 increasingly	 recognize	 the	 need	 to	 future-proof	 their	 policies	 and	
partnerships.	 Strategic	 foresight—using	 data,	 analysis,	 and	 scenario	 planning	 to	 anticipate	 and	
prepare	for	future	trends—has	become	essential	for	sustainable	development.	The	United	Nations	
Department	of	Economic	and	Social	Affairs	(UN	DESA)	supports	countries	with	a	range	of	 timely,	
reliable,	and	forward-looking	tools	that	help	decision-makers	prepare	for	and	shape	future	outcomes.		

Flagship	DESA	 publications	 the	World	 Economic	 Situation	 and	 Prospects	 (WESP)	 and	 the	World	
Population	 Prospects	 (WPP),	 are	 two	 examples.	 They	 provide	 evidence-based	 projections	 and	
scenario	analyses	that	enable	stakeholders	to	craft	resilient,	inclusive,	and	long-term	strategies	for	
achieving	the	Sustainable	Development	Goals	(SDGs).	As	the	international	community	enters	the	final	
stretch	of	the	2030	Agenda,	incorporating	foresight	into	policy	planning	will	be	critical	for	identifying	
demographic	 and	 economic	 shifts,	 enhancing	 preparedness,	 and	 avoiding	 the	 short-termism	 that	
could	derail	progress.		

Challenge	and	objective	

Policymakers	around	the	world	face	increasing	pressure	to	respond	to	immediate	crises—economic	
instability,	demographic	transitions,	and	environmental	shocks—while	also	planning	for	the	long-
term	 achievement	 of	 the	 SDGs.	 However,	 many	 lack	 the	 tools	 or	 capacity	 to	 integrate	 strategic	
foresight	into	their	decision-making.	This	session	addresses	the	critical	challenge	of	bridging	the	gap	
between	 foresight	 data	 and	 practical	 policy	 planning.	 It	 aims	 to	 equip	 participants	 with	 the	
knowledge	 and	 resources	 to	 apply	 demographic	 and	 economic	 projections	 to	 real-world	
development	strategies.	The	objective	is	to	strengthen	the	ability	of	SDG	stakeholders	to	use	foresight	
not	only	to	anticipate	future	challenges	but	also	to	identify	opportunities	for	more	sustainable	and	
inclusive	 development.	 By	 showcasing	 practical	 applications	 of	 the	WPP	 and	WESP	 reports,	 the	
session	will	 help	 participants	 understand	 how	 data-driven	 foresight	 can	 inform	 everything	 from	
workforce	planning	and	social	protection	to	macroeconomic	stability	and	sustainable	growth.	

Solutions	

This	session	will	present	two	key	foresight	tools	developed	by	UN	DESA	that	support	evidence-based,	
forward-looking	policymaking.	

World	 Population	 Prospects	 (WPP):	 This	 flagship	 report	 provides	 authoritative	 estimates	 and	
projections	of	demographic	indicators	such	as	fertility,	mortality,	population	size,	and	aging.	Planners	
can	use	this	data	to	anticipate	shifts	in	labour	markets,	demand	for	public	services,	and	population	
dynamics	 that	affect	education,	healthcare,	housing,	and	 food	systems.	Testimonials	 from	partner	



	

	
	

institutions	will	illustrate	how	WPP	data	has	informed	national	development	planning	and	capacity-
building	initiatives.	

World	 Economic	 Situation	 and	 Prospects	 (WESP):	 As	 a	 leading	 source	 of	 global	 economic	
forecasting	 and	 trend	 analysis,	 WESP	 supports	 governments	 in	 developing	 macroeconomic	
strategies	aligned	with	sustainability	objectives.	 Its	mid-year	updates	offer	real-time	 insights	 into	
risks	and	policy	responses.	Speakers	will	show	how	economic	stakeholders	use	WESP	projections	to	
align	financial	decision-making	with	long-term	development	goals.	

Together,	these	tools	empower	policymakers	to	move	from	reactive	to	proactive	planning,	building	
resilience	and	adaptability	into	national	strategies.	The	full	range	of	UN	DESA’s	foresight	offerings	to	
Member	States	are	described	in	its	Future	in	Focus:	Preparing	for	What	Lies	Ahead	report.	

Format	and	audience	

In	 this	 90-minute	 session,	 SDG	 stakeholders	 from	around	 the	world	will	 hear	 about	 some	of	 the	
foresight	tools	provided	by	UN	DESA	and	use	cases	for	how	they	can	be	applied	in	different	contexts.		

Audience	members	will	be	able	to	ask	questions	to	the	report	authors	and	guest	speakers	who	have	
applied	these	materials	in	their	work.		

Resources	

• Future	in	Focus:	Preparing	for	What	Lies	Ahead	(UN	DESA)	
• World	Economic	Situation	and	Prospects	as	of	mid-year	2025	(UN	DESA)	
• World	Population	Prospects	2024	(UN	DESA)	

Additional	information	

For	 more	 information	 and	 to	 sign	 up	 to	 attend,	 please	 visit	 the	 webpage	 here:	
https://sdgs.un.org/2025/SDGsinPractice	

For	 any	 additional	 questions,	 please	 contact	 the	 session	 organizer,	 Ms.	 Ariel	 Alexovich,	
alexovich@un.org			

Draft	programme		

Time	 Item	

8:30-8:35	 Introduction	
• Ms.	Ariel	Alexovich,	Sustainable	Development	Officer,	Office	of	 the	Under-

Secretary-General,	UN	DESA	(moderator)	
• Slido	Poll	1	

8:35-8:41	 Video:	The	Future	of	Humanity:	Population	Trends	Decoded	(5:30)	

8:41-9:00	 Presentation	of	World	Population	Prospects	and	how	this	report	can	help	SDG	
stakeholders	

https://www.un.org/esa/foresight/
https://www.un.org/esa/foresight/
https://desapublications.un.org/publications/world-economic-situation-and-prospects-mid-2025
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/world-population-prospects-2024
https://sdgs.un.org/2025/SDGsinPractice
mailto:alexovich@un.org


	

	
	

• Mr.	Thomas	Spoorenberg,	Population	Affairs	Officer,	Population	Division,	UN	
DESA		

• Comment	 from	 Mr.	 Conrad	 Hackett,	 Associate	 Director	 of	 Research	 and	
Senior	Demographer	at	Pew	Research	Center	

9:00-9:15	 Audience	Q&A	about	World	Population	Prospects		
• Facilitated	by	moderator	

9:16-9:18	 Transition	
• Video:	3	Ways	#FFD4	Made	a	Difference	
• Poll	2	

9:19-9:39	 Presentation	of	World	Economic	Situation	and	Prospects	and	how	this	report	
can	help	SDG	stakeholders	

• Mr.	 Sebastian	 Vergara,	 Economic	 Affairs	 Officer,	 Economic	 Analysis	 and	
Policy	Division,	UN	DESA		

• Comment	from	TBD,	World	Economic	Situation	and	Prospects	user	

9:40-9:55	 Audience	Q&A	about	World	Economic	Situation	and	Prospects	
• Facilitated	by	moderator	

9:56-10:00	 Wrap-up	and	goodbye		
	

	

	

	


