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Mr. President, distinguished delegates, | speak on behalf of the Rural Nurture Initiative (RNI) and
the African Rural Development Network (ARDN).

Community-driven water solutions are not just preferable but are essential for achieving lasting
impact and accelerating SDG 6 in Africa. Our experience in Nigeria provides compelling evidence
of this approach's transformative power.

In rural Nigerian communities where over 60 million people lack safe water access, we discovered
that meaningful community participation in technology selection and project governance creates
the ownership essential for sustainability. When communities were empowered to choose their
water infrastructure, they selected contextually appropriate well systems over solar boreholes,
prioritizing local maintenance capacity over technological sophistication.

This bottom-up approach yielded remarkable results. By integrating WASH education with
infrastructure development, we reduced waterborne iliness rates and significantly improved
hygiene practices. Moreover, our gender-inclusive water committees amplified women's voices in
resource governance, recognizing that women are often the primary water managers in rural
contexts.

The lesson is clear: communities know their needs best. When we trust their expertise and support
their choices, we create sustainable solutions that endure long after external support ends.

As we accelerate progress toward SDG 6, we must resist the temptation to impose top-down
solutions. Instead, we must invest in community capacity, respect local knowledge, and ensure
that the voices of those most affected by water scarcity lead the conversation.

The path to universal water access runs through empowered communities. Across Africa, where
hundreds of millions lack safe water including Nigeria's 60+ million people, communities are not
just beneficiaries waiting for solutions but are partners with the knowledge and commitment to
create lasting change.

We urge this Conference to prioritize community-driven, bottom-up approach in all water
interventions. The communities are ready. The question is: are we ready to listen?

Thank you.
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