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Data Requirements for MPI

Minimum requirements:

Covers non-monetary deprivations

Sample representative for population of interest

Sufficient sample size for analysis 

Information for all indicators comes from the same dataset

Preferred: 

Representative at subnational level 

Frequently updated
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Data Requirements for MPI

1. Census data

2. Household survey data

3. Administrative data

4. Merged data
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Census Data
Advantages

• Single dataset

• Nationally representative 

• Covers total population – includes often overlooked groups

• Can be disaggregated to a very low level

Disadvantages

• Only covers common demographic and socio-economic variables 

• Only updated every 5-10 years

• Very expensive

• Limited access to microdata
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Household Survey Data
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Advantages

• Single dataset

• Representative of population of interest

• Often covers a range of topics

• Microdata often publicly available

Disadvantages

• Often excludes certain population groups (e.g. homeless, displaced, nomadic 

groups)

• Disaggregation depends on survey design

• Might have small sample size



Administrative Data
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Examples: birth register, health/education/tax records, service use

Advantages

• Continuously updated

• No data collection costs

• Data might be available for individuals often not surveyed

Disadvantages

• Not nationally representative - only covers population using the services

• Difficult to access (permissions)

• Limited information and not always relevant

• Multiple datasets, matching not straightforward or sometimes not possible



Merged Data
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Admin and household survey

It is possible to merge register data with household surveys if:

• unique identifiers are available 

• data is collected within the same time frame

If merging with registers, usually only a subgroup of the population will have 

available information

Two household surveys

• Same sample

• Ideally at the same time



Registers or 

Administrative 

Data

• Ideally, we would like to have an 

information system that allows us to 

do so quickly and in advance.
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