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STRENGTHENING CLIMATE AND SDG SYNERGIES FOR
ACCELERATED MOMENTUM TOWARD 2030

UN Headquarters, New York
Conference Room 11

10:00 — 13:00 EDT | Tuesday, 22 July 2025

CONCEPT NOTE & PROGRAMME

Background

The 2025 High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) takes place at a critical juncture, as countries strive to
meet the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development under increasing economic, environmental, and
geopolitical pressures. Both the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Agreement are
falling short of their targets. The 2024 Sustainable Development Goals Report shows that only 17% of
the SDGs are on track for achievement by 2030, with progress stalled or reversing on many goals.
Poverty, hunger, inequality, and biodiversity loss continue to rise in many regions, and benefits have
been unevenly shared.

At the same time, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) notes that 2024 was the hottest year
on record, with global temperatures expected to remain at or near record levels for the next five years.
Increasing climate risks, such as sea level rise and extreme heat, disproportionately affect vulnerable
populations and threaten to reverse development gains. The United Nations Development Programme
has also found widening inequalities between high-income and low-income countries. The need for
bold, integrated action has never been more urgent. The Pact for the Future, adopted in September 2024,
reinforces this by decisively calling for scaled-up efforts to fully implement the 2030 Agenda and the
Paris Agreement.

Despite both frameworks emphasizing integration, progress remains siloed, and opportunities to
advance climate and sustainable development goals together are too often missed. Over 80% of the
SDGs are directly linked to climate change, meaning coordinated action can unlock co-benefits,
optimize resources, and reduce trade-offs—helping to ensure no one is left behind. As the UN Secretary-
General has noted, “Climate action is the 21st century’s greatest opportunity to drive forward all the
Sustainable Development Goals.” With the midpoint to 2030 behind us and the window for course
correction narrowing, more synergistic approaches are urgently needed to accelerate momentum toward
shared goals.

Outcomes from the Sixth Global Climate and SDGs Synergy Conference, co-convened by UNDESA
and the UNFCCC Secretariat and hosted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark on 27-28 May
2025 in Copenhagen, highlight the need to move away from fragmented, short-term, project-based
approaches and instead promote long-term, nationally driven strategies. With key milestones taking
place this year, including the 2025 Financing for Development Conference, COP30, and the submission
of the next round of national climate plans (NDC 3.0), that will shape approaches for years to come,
this work is more urgent than ever.

The 2025 Global Report on Climate and SDG Synergy

Recognizing that climate action and sustainable development must go hand-in-hand, accelerated
momentum around integrated solutions—*‘synergies”— can deliver greater impact. The Expert Group
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https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2024/
https://wmo.int/publication-series/wmo-global-annual-decadal-climate-update-2025-2029
https://www.undp.org/press-releases/human-development-progress-slows-35-year-low-according-un-development-programme-report
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sotf-pact_for_the_future_adopted.pdf
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/conference_summary_-_sixth_climate_and_sdgs_synergies_conference_-_copenhagen.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/climate-sdgs-conference-2025
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on Climate and SDG Synergies, co-convened by UNDESA and the UNFCCC Secretariat, is currently
preparing the 2025 Global Report. This builds on the foundation of the successful 2023 and 2024
editions, which showcased the potential of integrated action to deliver more cost-effective and efficient
outcomes, while also identifying key barriers to implementation. The upcoming report will quantify, at
the global level, the benefits of synergistic action through costs avoided and efficiencies gained.

Three complementary Thematic Reports will examine priority areas:
1. Achieving Greater Health Impacts through Synergistic Action in Cities
2. Biodiversity/Nature and Development Synergistic Action
3. Closing the Insurance Protection Gap

Drawing from diverse inputs and case studies, these reports show that synergistic approaches can
deliver more equitable, cost-effective, and durable results.

Launch of the three Thematic Reports on Climate and SDGs Synergies
Following up on the outcomes of the 6" Global Climate and SDGs Synergies Conference, this event
will feature three interactive panels based on the Thematic Reports, celebrating their official launch:

1. Enhancing health through resilient cities,
2. Balancing biodiversity, nature protection, and development, and
3. Financing the last mile to advance SDGs and climate action.

Through these deep dives, the side event Strengthening Climate and SDG Synergies for Accelerated
Momentum Toward 2030 seeks to elevate synergy from concept to actionable strategy for addressing
interconnected challenges. It calls on policymakers, practitioners, youth leaders, and community voices
to mainstream climate—SDG synergies as a central pillar of course correction in the final five years of
the 2030 Agenda. With participation from Member States, the Expert Group, and a diverse range of
stakeholders, the event will highlight concrete opportunities to move from evidence to impact—making
integrated, synergistic action the default approach in the narrowing window that remains.

Provisional Programme

10:00-10:35 | High Level Opening Segment

Moderator: Ms. Bahareh Seyedi, Senior Sustainable Development Officer, UN
DESA

Welcoming remarks by co-conveners:
e Mr. LI Junhua, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social
Affairs, UN DESA (confirmed)
o Mr. Simon Stiell, Executive Secretary, UNFCCC (video message)
(confirmed)

Opening remarks by high-level representatives of host countries of climate and
SDGs synergy conferences:
3-4 min « H.E. Mr. DOI Kentaro, Vice-Minister for Global Environmental Affairs,
each Ministry of the Environment, Japan (confirmed)
o H.E. Mr. Erik Laursen, Deputy Permanent Representative of Denmark
to the United Nations (confirmed)
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3-4 min

10:35-10:40

10:40-11:30

2 min

3 min each

5 min

I’ round:
3 min each

2" yround:

1-2 min each

10-15 min
11:30—-12:15

2 min

High-level remarks:
o H.E. Mr. Darragh O’Brien TD, Minister for Climate, Energy and
Environment, Republic of Ireland (confirmed)

Youth remarks:
o Ms. Amelia Turk, Global Focal Point, Children and Youth Constituency
of the UNFCCC (YOUNGO) (confirmed)

Deepening the Evidence-Base: What We’ve Learned So Far

Mr. Luis Gomez Echeverri, Senior Advisor to the Program, Advancing Systems
Analysis Program, IIASA; Co-lead of the Expert Group on Climate and SDGs
Synergies (confirmed)

Dialogue 1 — Financing the last mile to advance SDGs and climate action

Moderator: Mr. Kaveh Guilanpour, Centre for Climate and Energy Solutions
(C2ES); Member of the Expert Group on Climate and SDGs Synergies
(confirmed)

Keynote remarks
« H.E. Ms. Rita Schwarzelithr-Sutter, Parliamentary State Secretary for
the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation, and Nuclear State
of Germany (confirmed)
« Mr. Mahmoud Mohieldin, UN Special Envoy on Financing the 2030
Agenda on Sustainable Development (virtual) (confirmed)

Finance Report launch

Mr. Yannick Glemarec, Director of Research, International Center for Research
on Environment and Development (CIRED); Member, Expert Group on
Climate and SDGs Synergies (confirmed)

Panel discussion

o Ms. Dima Al-Khatib, Director, United Nations Office for South-South
Cooperation (UNOSSC) (confirmed)

o Mr. Mins Nilsson, Executive Director, Stockholm Environment Institute
(SEI); Member of the Expert Group on Climate and SDGs Synergies
(confirmed)

« Mr. Will Hines, Director for Development and Open Societies, UK
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (confirmed)

« Mr. Rodolfo Reta Heddad, Expert for Macroeconomic Affairs,
Permanent Mission of Mexico to the UN (confirmed)

o Ms. Jennifer Baumwoll, Head of Climate Strategies and Policies, UNDP
(confirmed)

0&A

Dialogue 2 — Balancing biodiversity, nature protection, and development

Moderator: Ms. Elisabeth Gilmore, Carleton University, Canada; Member of
the Expert Group on Climate and SDG Synergy (confirmed)
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Nature Report launch

Ms. Mercedes Bustamante, Professor, University of Brasilia, Brazil; Member,
Brazil Academy of Sciences; Member, Expert Group on Climate and SDGs
Synergies (virtual) (confirmed)

Panelists

0&A

Ms. Shinobu Yamaguchi, Director, UNU-IAS (confirmed)

Ms. Marcia Barbosa, Vice-President for Freedom and Responsibility in
Science, International Science Council; Professor, Universidade
Federal do Rio Grande do Sul (confirmed)

Ms. Doreen Lynn Robinson, Principal Coordination Officer, Ecosystems
Division, UNEP (confirmed)

Ms. Robie Halip, Coordinator for the Right Energy Partnership with
Indigenous Peoples & Indigenous Peoples Major Group for
Sustainable Development (confirmed)

Dialogue 3 — Enhancing health through resilient cities

Moderator: Ms. Diana Urge-Vorsatz, Vice-Chair, IPCC; Director, Center for
Climate Change and Sustainable Energy Policy (3CSEP); Member of the Expert
Group on Climate and SDGs Synergies (confirmed)

Cities and Health Report launch

Mr. Felix Creutzig, Bennett Chair, University of Sussex; Head of the Working
Group on Cities, Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research; Member of
the Expert Group on Climate and SDGs Synergies (confirmed)

Panelists

0&A

Ms. Anna Paskova, Director of the Department of Environmental Policy
and Sustainable Development, Ministry of the Environment, Czech
Republic (confirmed)

Ms. Breanna Horne, Director of Resilience, STV (confirmed)

Ms. Robin King, Director of Knowledge Capture & Collaboration, WRI
Ross Center for Sustainable Cities (confirmed)

Mr. Mustafa Moinuddin, Fellow, Integrated Sustainability Centre,
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) (confirmed)

Closing: Key Takeaways and the Path Forward



