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From	HIV	to	Health	for	All:	Accelerating	SDG	3	Through	
Practical	Partnerships	and	Solutions		
Monday,	14	July	2025,	01.15	–	02.30	PM	(EDT)	(virtual)	

Organized	by	UNAIDS,	WHO,	UNICEF,	UNDP,	UNFPA,	UN	Women	

Background	
The	2025	High-level	Political	Forum	on	Sustainable	Development	(HLPF),	taking	place	from	14	to	23	
July	 at	 United	 Nations	 Headquarters	 in	 New	 York,	 marks	 a	 pivotal	 10-year	 milestone	 since	 the	
adoption	of	the	Sustainable	Development	Goals	(SDGs).	This	year’s	Forum	will	review	progress	on	
SDGs	3	(health),	5	(gender	equality),	8	(decent	work	and	economic	growth),	14	(life	below	water),	
and	17	(partnerships),	under	the	theme:	“Advancing	sustainable,	 inclusive,	science-	and	evidence-
based	solutions	for	the	2030	Agenda	for	Sustainable	Development	and	its	SDGs	for	leaving	no	one	
behind.”		

Universal	 Health	 Coverage	 (UHC),	 which	 underpins	 efforts	 to	 achieve	 SDG	 3,	 remains	 off	 track	
globally.	Over	4.5	billion	people	are	not	covered	by	essential	health	services,	and	\inancial	hardship	
has	worsened	since	2000.	As	recently	as	 \ive	years	ago,	2	billion	people	experienced	catastrophic	
health	spending	due	to	out-of-pocket	payments.	UHC,	a	cornerstone	of	SDG	3,	cannot	be	achieved	
without	fully	addressing	the	rights	and	needs	of	women	and	girls.	Persistent	gender	disparities	in	
health	access,	leadership,	and	outcomes	reveal	that	health	systems	remain	structurally	de\icient	and	
inequitable.	As	the	global	community	re\lects	on	both	the	Beijing+30	milestone	and	progress	toward	
SDGs	3	and	5,	there	is	an	urgent	need	to	move	from	rhetoric	to	transformative	action,	embedding	
gender	equality	at	the	heart	of	health	systems.	While	there	have	been	notable	public	health	gains	over	
the	past	decades—such	as	increased	life	expectancy,	progress	against	communicable	diseases,	and	
decreased	HIV	infections—current	progress	is	only	about	one	third	of	what	is	needed	to	reach	the	
health	 targets	 by	 2030.	 Of	 particular	 concern	 are	 stalled	 reductions	 in	 maternal	 mortality	 1and	
immunization	coverage	for	children	under	\ive.	In	areas	with	more	than	2%	HIV	prevalence	among	
pregnant	 women,	 up	 to	 12%	 of	 pregnancy-related	 deaths	 are	 attributable	 to	 HIV,	 re\lecting	 its	
deteriorating	effect	during	pregnancy.		

Noncommunicable	diseases	and	mental	health	conditions	are	also	rising	and	now	represent	74%	of	
the	 global	 burden,	with	 signi\icant	 economic	 impacts,	 especially	 for	marginalized	 and	 vulnerable	
populations.	Despite	 some	advances,	 the	2024	SDG	Progress	Report	 shows	 that	only	17%	of	SDG	
targets	are	on	track	for	2030.	SDG	3	(Good	Health	and	Well-being)	 is	central	 to	the	2030	Agenda,	
underpinning	progress	on	gender	equality,	economic	growth,	and	partnerships.	However,	persistent	
inequalities—not	only	 in	health,	but	also	 in	access	to	education,	economic	opportunity,	and	social	
protection—continue	to	exacerbate	vulnerability	and	limit	progress.		

	
1	Global	progress	in	reducing	maternal	deaths	has	stalled	since	around	2016,	with	stagnation	or	even	reversal	in	many	
regions.	UN-led	estimates	show	a	40%	decline	from	~328	(2000)	to	~197	per	100,000	live	births	(2023),	but	the	pace	has	
significantly	slowed,	making	the	SDG	target	of	70/100k	by	2030	unlikely	without	scaling	up	efforts.	
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Emerging	threats	and	fragmented	responses,	further	exposed	by	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	underscore	
the	urgent	need	for	integrated	and	inclusive	solutions	that	address	the	root	causes	of	disadvantage,	
including	 poverty,	 discrimination,	 and	 social	 exclusion.	 Health	 outcomes	 are	 shaped	 by	 social	
determinants	such	as	income,	education,	gender,	and	environment.	Addressing	these	inequalities	is	
essential	for	sustainable	health	and	well-being.	

The	2025	SDG	Learning,	Training,	and	Practice	series,	coordinated	by	UN	DESA,	UNITAR,	UNAIDS,	
and	partners,	will	convene	diverse	stakeholders	to	share	practical	tools	and	proven	models	for	action.	
By	 focusing	 on	 integrated,	 cross-sectoral	 solutions	 and	 engaging	 governments,	 civil	 society,	 and	
communities,	the	session	aims	to	accelerate	progress	on	SDG	3	and	interconnected	goals—ensuring	
no	one	is	left	behind.		

To	 address	 these	 challenges,	 the	 2025	 SDG	 Learning,	 Training,	 and	 Practice	 series	will	 include	 a	
dedicated	session	on	SDG	3	and	its	linkages	with	other	SDGs.	Facilitated	by	UN	DESA	and	UNITAR,	
and	organized	and	co-led	by	UNAIDS	with	WHO,	UNDP,	UNICEF,	UNFPA,	and	UN	Women,	this	session	
will	 convene	UN	agencies,	 governments,	 civil	 society,	 and	communities	on	14	 July.	This	 session	 is	
designed	to	move	beyond	diagnosis	to	action:	sharing	practical	tools,	proven	partnership	models,	and	
real-world	 innovations	 that	 can	be	 adapted	 and	 scaled	 to	 national	 contexts.	 By	 focusing	 on	what	
works,	and	how	to	work	together,	the	session	aims	to	equip	participants	with	actionable	knowledge	
and	connections	to	drive	transformative	progress	in	the	\inal	stretch	to	2030.		

Engaging	 a	 diverse	 range	 of	 stakeholders,	 including	 UN	 agencies,	 governments,	 civil	 society,	 and	
community	organizations—is	essential	to	ensure	that	solutions	are	inclusive,	context-speci\ic,	and	
responsive	to	the	needs	of	all,	especially	marginalized	groups.	Addressing	the	interlinkages	between	
SDG	3	and	other	goals	 through	 coordinated,	 cross-sectoral	 action	 is	 critical	 for	 achieving	holistic,	
sustainable	development	and	leaving	no	one	behind.	

Objectives	
1. Diagnose	and	Contextualize	Health	Challenges:	Analyze	national	and	local	health	challenges	

using	evidence	from	Voluntary	National	Reviews	(VNRs)	and	UN	Sustainable	Development	
Cooperation	 Frameworks	 (UNSDCF),	 with	 particular	 attention	 to	 gender,	 economic,	 and	
environmental	intersections.	

2. Showcase	 Scalable	 Solutions	 and	 Tools:	 Introduce	 innovative,	 evidence-based	 approaches	
and	 tools	 that	 have	 demonstrated	 measurable	 impact	 in	 advancing	 SDG	 3	 and	 its	
interlinkages,	with	a	focus	on	scalability,	adaptability,	and	contextual	relevance.	

3. Foster	 Strategic	 Collaboration	 and	 Partnerships:	 Strengthen	 collaboration	 among	 UN	
Resident	 Coordinators,	UN	 agencies,	 governments,	 civil	 society,	 and	 other	 stakeholders	 to	
promote	integrated,	multi-sectoral,	and	inclusive	action.	

Participation	
• Representatives	 from	 UNAIDS,	 WHO,	 UNFPA,	 UNDP,	 UNICEF,	 UN	 Women,	 and	 other	 UN	

agencies	
• Member	State	of\icials	(health,	\inance,	gender	equality)	
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• Civil	 society	 organizations,	 especially	 those	 representing	 people	 living	 with	 HIV,	 key	
populations,	women,	and	girls	

• Community	leaders	and	youth	advocates	
• Private	sector	partners	and	innovators	in	health	
• Global	and	regional	funding	partners	

Challenges	and	best	practices	
Challenges:	

• Persistent	health	inequalities	and	barriers	to	quality	care,	particularly	for	women,	children,	
adolescents	and	marginalized	groups	

• Limited	integration	of	health	with	economic,	gender,	and	environmental	priorities	
• Insuf\icient	\inancing,	data,	and	capacity	for	cross-sectoral	action	
• Fragmented	partnerships	and	lack	of	sustained,	inclusive	engagement	with	civil	society	

Best	Practices:	

• Inclusive	Design:	Engage	diverse	stakeholders,	including	marginalized	groups,	in	planning	
and	delivery	

• Practical	Focus:	Prioritize	hands-on	tools,	case	studies,	and	real-world	applications	
• Alignment	 with	 National	 Priorities:	Ground	 content	 in	 VNRs	 and	 UNSDCF-identi\ied	

challenges	
• Collaboration:	Work	closely	with	UN	Resident	Coordinators	and	country	teams	
• Continuous	Feedback:	Integrate	participant	input	for	ongoing	improvement	

Expected	Outcomes	
• Enhanced	knowledge	and	practical	skills	for	implementation	of	interventions	to	drive	results	

for	SDG3	
• Strengthened	networks	and	partnerships	for	cross-sectoral	learning	and	action	
• Identi\ication	and	dissemination	of	innovative,	adaptable	solutions	
• Actionable	recommendations	for	accelerating	progress	toward	2030	

Conclusion	
This	 SDG	 3-focused	 training	 is	 a	 strategic	 opportunity	 to	 build	 capacity,	 foster	 innovation,	 and	
strengthen	partnerships	for	health	and	well-being.	By	integrating	cross-sectoral	linkages	and	aligning	
with	national	priorities,	the	session	will	help	accelerate	progress	on	the	2030	Agenda—ensuring	that	
no	one	is	left	behind.	

Additional	information	
For	 more	 information	 and	 to	 sign	 up	 to	 attend,	 please	 visit	 the	 webpage	 here:	
https://sdgs.un.org/2025/SDGsinPractice	

https://sdgs.un.org/2025/SDGsinPractice
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