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Excellencies, delegates,

I'm Rabeb Aloui from Tunisia, and today i’m speaking on behalf of the women major group
to UNEP and UNFCCC process.

As Women major group we urgently call for the full recognition of small scale fisheries and
their coastal communities especially women as vital guardians of food security, livelihoods,
culture, tenure, and marine biodiversity. The full implementation of SDG 14.b and formal
acknowledgment of fisherwomen as expert stewards of ocean and coastal ecosystems are
essential.

We urge recognition and preservation of traditional knowledge and cultural practices
developed by small scale fishers especially women and girls whose expertise spans seas,
rivers, and lakes. These practices are crucial to sustainable marine governance. We call for
full implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small Scale
Fisheries, approved by governments in 2014.

A feminist, community led water governance model rooted in reciprocity, ecological justice,
and intergenerational knowledge is imperative. We call for the implementation of SDG 14.b,
the SSF Guidelines, UNDROP, and UNDRIP as foundations for equitable ocean policy.

Women in coastal and island communities depend on marine biodiversity for livelihoods,
nutrition, and cultural identity. They face disproportionate impacts from environmental
degradation, plastic pollution, and ocean acidification issues worsened by global inequalities
and conflict. This highlights the urgent need for just, human rights based, ecosystem
approaches to ocean governance.

The war in the Black Sea reminds us that oceans are silent victims of conflict, and peace is
essential to achieve SDG 14.

We demand formal inclusion of women’s leadership in marine governance, with dedicated
funding for women led initiatives. Their voices, knowledge, and rights must shape ocean
governance at all levels. We also insist all marine protected areas under Target 3 of the
Kunming Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework respect Free, Prior, and Informed
Consent of Ocean dependent communities.

A gender transformative approach to SDG 14, combining science, traditional knowledge, and
inclusive policies, will build climate resilience, protect biodiversity, and advance gender
equality.



We stand in solidarity with all women defending land, sea, and life often at great personal
risk. Their courage is our call to action.

In solidarity with women in Palestine, Ukraine and Sudan.

Thank you



