Excellencies, Co-Chairs, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Bula vinaka from the Pacific. | speak on behalf of Ocean Eco Alliance (OEA), a Pacific-led
platform championing grassroots voices, youth leadership, and Indigenous knowledge in ocean
governance.

For us, the ocean is not just a resource—it is identity, culture, and lifeblood. Yet, the Pacific
faces escalating threats from climate change, coral bleaching, illegal fishing, and deep sea
mining.

Despite this, our communities continue to lead with resilience and vision. Through advocacy,
storytelling, and diplomacy, OEA works to amplify Pacific knowledge and ensure community
voices shape global ocean action.

At this critical juncture, we urge:

e The formal recognition and integration of Indigenous and traditional Pacific knowledge
into SDG14 implementation;

e Direct access to climate and ocean finance for frontline communities, particularly
women and youth;

e Immediate support for a moratorium on deep sea mining to safeguard ocean health;

e Rapid ratification and implementation of the BBNJ Agreement to protect marine
biodiversity beyond national jurisdictions.

Ocean justice must be lived and felt by the communities who call the ocean home. The Pacific is
not just on the frontlines—we are leading. We ask the world to walk with us.

Vinaka vakalevu.



