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José Luis Monteiro

Dear Excellencies, distinguished delegates,

My name is José Luis Monteiro, and | represent OIKOS, a Portuguese organisation
working for environmental protection and sustainable development, grounded in close
collaboration with local communities in Africa and Latin America.

Today, | speak on behalf of 89 civil society organisations from 28 countries—a global
coalition of small-scale fishers, Indigenous peoples, youth, and community-based
organisations who have come together to craft a Civil Society Policy Statement ahead
of UNOC3.

This statement is the result of a truly participatory global process. It reflects lived
realities, local knowledge, and shared priorities across ten key themes—ranging from
ocean governance to marine conservation and sustainable livelihoods.

We respectfully urge you to act on these priorities, including:

e Ensuring community participation in the design and co-management of Marine
Protected Areas;

e Supporting a global moratorium on deep-sea mining, to prevent irreversible
harm to marine ecosystems and coastal communities;

e Recognising and integrating traditional and local knowledge in all aspects of
ocean policy.

e Ensuring the safety of young activists, so that they can speak out for ocean
conservation and climate justice without fear of repercussion

These are not symbolic calls—they are practical, experience-based solutions from those
who depend on the ocean every day and who are already taking action.

Excellencies, decisions made in rooms like this must be shaped by those on the
frontlines. We cannot afford policies that are disconnected from the communities they
affect.

We call on you to embed equity, inclusion, and local leadership at the heart of global
ocean governance.

Not just to listen—but to act. Not just to include—but to empower.

Thank you



