
I am Richard Thompson a Marine Biologist from the University of  Plymouth 

I speak on behalf of the Scientists Coalition for an Effective Plastics Treaty: a network of 
450 independent scientists and knowledge holders across 65 countries. 

Delegates, our evidence-based recommendations for the implementation of SDG 
14, are focused on the UN Treaty to End Plastic Pollution. 

Plastic pollution has negative impacts on the environment and human health which  
occur along the entire plastics lifecycle and are escalating exponentially. To be effective, 
the Plastics Treaty must focus on upstream measures.  

Plastics contain 16,000 chemicals, more than 4000 of which are harmful, very few are 
regulated via existing MEAs. To be successful the Treaty must,  therefore, include plastic 
chemicals in scope.  

For efficient implementation, the Treaty needs to mandate the establishment of an 
independent subsidiary body to guide development of   

1. Essentiality criteria for products and plastics chemicals to ensure only plastics 
which are essential to society, or the environment are used. 

2. Safety and sustainability criteria to design  safer and more sustainable products. 

3. Associated standards for transparency to ensure safer and more sustainable 
plastics are readily identifiable by all supply chain actors. 

Finally, appropriate financing will be required to ensure a just transition for all. 

Delegates, the scientific evidence is clear , business as usual is neither safe nor 
sustainable. The Treaty is a once-in-a-planet opportunity to end plastic pollution.  

Our UNOC commitment is to supply the best independent scientific evidence to guide 
the UN Treaty. Negotiators, we urge you look the next generation in the eye and say that 
at INC5.2 you commit to acting on the best available science.    

If you have questions about the evidence, we have organised an ‘Ask a Scientist’ event in 
English, French and Spanish on Thursday,   3-4pm in La Baleine.  

Thank you 

  

 


