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Co-Chairs, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates

We are pleased to address this esteemed forum for inclusive engagement of global
ocean actors, to review, consolidate, amplify and propose concrete solutions for
safeguarding the health and sustainable use of the oceans, seas and marine resources.

Nigeria is a coastal country, bordering the Atlantic Ocean in the area of the Gulf of
Guinea, with a coastline of about 853 km, extensive wetland ecosystems, largest
mangrove in Africa (12,200km?), and a maritime space of about 315,240km? seaward
of the baseline, which represents about 34.1 per cent of Nigeria’s landmass of 923,768
kmZ2. She is richly endowed with terrestrial, coastal and marine resources, which
provide the bases for socioeconomic growth and overall national development.

We are conscious of the cumulative effects of unsustainable mineral resources
extraction, linear economy, sophisticated consumption styles, legacy hazardous
chemicals & waste stockpiles, improper waste management system, agrochemicals-
dependent agricultural practices, ship wrecks abandonment, nutrients, sediment
mobilization, problematic low-value plastic scraps, among others, in triggering the
triple crisis of coastal & marine environment pollution, climate change, and nature &
biodiversity loss.

These portend threats to the marine ecosystem services, human sustainability, food
security, sustainable livelihoods, shared prosperity, peace and tranquillity, with the
most vulnerable coastal communities experiencing the greatest impacts.

Nigeria is and will continue to be committed to aligning with global solidarity and
collaborative actions, in fostering a healthy and resilient ocean, for the well-being of
both current and future generations, through concerted implementation of Goal 14 of
2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development, and other global initiatives on sound ocean
governance.

As a member of the Global Ocean Alliance and High Ambition Coalition for People and
Nature, Nigeria is dedicated to global engagement and international partnerships for



innovation, investment, and sustainable marine practices, targeted at protecting at
least 30% of planet’s land and 30% of the planet’s ocean by 2030.

We have prioritised sustainable ocean governance, delivery of SDG 14, target 7 of the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, and attainment of Goal 6 of the
Africa Union 2063 Agenda. We are robustly committed to meeting our compliance
obligations, collectively and severally, to international treaties on sound environmental
management and ocean governance, to which we are Party.

We are unassailably determined to join the world in delivering the legally binding
Plastic Pollution Treaty, that is amenable, acceptable and implementable to all. We
are also at an advanced stage of ratifying the BBNJ.

At national front, we have formulated policy & legal frameworks, strengthened
regulatory institutions and intensified innovative intervention programmes on new
norms in climate actions, ocean governance, cleaner production & resource efficiency,
sustainable mining, biodiversity conservation, fight against plastic pollution through
circularity, oil pollution management, sound hazardous chemicals & waste
management, among other initiatives.

We are convinced that strengthening international collaboration and partnerships for
capacity building & technology transfer, research & development, science-to-policy,
and sustainable resourcing will help address pollution from land-based sources,
protect marine ecosystems, as well as put the world on track for the actualisation of
SDG 16.

We equally call for the harmonisation, scaling up and sustainable resourcing of
ongoing global actions and partnerships focusing on protection of the marine
environment from land-based activities, in alignment with forthcoming ‘Nice Ocean
Action Plan’, in order to safeguard the ocean integrity and guarantee sustainable
terrestrial, coastal and marine ecosystem services.

Thank you all for your kind attention.



