Madame President, distinguished delegates.

The International Whaling Commission is very pleased to participate in this United Nations
Oceans Conference, and we thank the governments of France and Costa Rica for their
leadership. As the global intergovernmental authority on the conservation and management of
whales, dolphins and porpoises, the IWC makes significant contributions to the ocean agenda,
within and beyond national jurisdiction.

The IWC, with its 88 Contracting Governments and eminent Scientific Committee, is the long-
standing depository of data and in-depth assessments of cetaceans across the world, including
robust estimates of abundance, distribution and threats. These global data and assessments
are key to monitor the status of cetacean species and populations, and to collaborate with
indigenous communities that depend on them.

This same information can also assist in identifying significant marine areas and contribute to
the new treaty on the high seas. At its recent meeting in Lima, Peru, the IWC adopted a
landmark Resolution that calls for strengthening cooperation and alignment with the Kunming
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and the Agreement on the Conservation and
Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity in Areas beyond National Jurisdiction.

The IWC also contributes to addressing the threats to cetaceans. This is particularly important
as 1in 4, thatis, 26% - of cetacean species are threatened with extinction. While IWC's
mandate has not changed since it was established in 1946, the threats to cetaceans have
changed enormously and the IWC has evolved to meet them. Today’s IWC work programme
includes bycatch and entanglement in fishing gear, vessel collisions, ocean noise, marine
debris, chemical pollution, climate change, response to cetacean strandings and sustainable
whale watching.

From all these, bycatch is the single biggest threat to cetaceans, estimated to kill more than
300,000 animals each year. In response, the IWC has developed a Bycatch Mitigation Initiative,
an international collaborative, multi-disciplinary and inclusive programme that aims to raise
awareness and capacity in assessing, monitoring and reducing cetacean bycatch, within and
beyond national jurisdiction. It also has capacity building programmes in safe and effective
response to entangled and stranded cetaceans, training participants from 43 countriesin 5
continents.

Similar principles of collaboration and multi-disciplinary working are applied in IWC’s
Conservation Management Plans (CMPs). CMPs are flexible frameworks, supporting range
states and other stakeholders to come together, addressing transboundary gaps in existing
conservation. Today, 8 CMPs are in place for a range of whale and dolphin populations in
different parts of the world.

The IWC stands ready to bring its expertise in cetacean science and management and to join
efforts to accelerate the needed actions to conserve and sustainably use the ocean.

Thank you.



