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Excellencies, distinguished delegates,
- My name is Raelene Martin, Head of Sustainability at the International Chamber of Commerce.

- lam honoured to deliver this statement on behalf of a coalition of leading business organisations and
networks, including, the International Chamber of Commerce, the United Nations Global Compact, the World
Economic Forum, the Mouvement des Entreprises de France, the We Mean Business Coalition, Business for
Nature, the UN Global Compact Network in France, and Entreprises pour I'Environnement.

- Together, we represent a vast and diverse cross-section of global businesses, united in a common purpose:
to safeguard the ocean, ensure its sustainable use, and unlock its potential as a driver of inclusive, resilient
economic growth.

- The ocean is vital to countless natural and human systems. It sustains more than 3 billion people, contributes
over 3 trillion dollars to global GDP, and is indispensable for global trade, climate regulation, food security, and
biodiversity. Yet, these systems are under unprecedented strain from pollution, overexploitation, climate
impact, and unsustainable practices.

- The message from the global business community is clear: we must act now for a healthy ocean, its
conservation, and its sustainable use.

- We come to this conference with strong ambition, reflected in a Joint Business Call to Action launched this
weekend in the context of the Blue Economy Finance Forum.

- To date, this declaration has been co-signed by more than 80 businesses and supporting organisations from
25 countries, including 55 businesses representing over €600 billion in turnover and 2 million employees. And
we expect more to join.

- This declaration “LAND AND SEA, A VITAL CONNECTION FOR A THRIVING AND RESILIENT ECONOMY*, calls on
all businesses to accelerate their action on oceans. Specifically, we encourage companies to:

Assess and disclose their dependencies and impacts on the ocean across the full value chain

Build internal knowledge and capacity to understand ocean risks and opportunities, and partner with
scientists to share data and develop solutions.

Align business strategies with the precautionary principle for new initiatives and apply it to all new
operations and technologies.

Invest in sustainable innovation: decarbonising maritime transport and ports, expanding marine
renewable energy, deploying green and grey infrastructure, promoting sustainable seafood, and advancing
circular economy models to eliminate plastic and chemical pollution.



Contribute to a just transition by investing in green skills, supporting coastal livelihoods, and including
vulnerable communities in decision-making.

- However, business action alone is not enough. We also call on governments and policymakers to match
ambition with action and establish the enabling conditions for transformation. In particular, we urge
policymakers to:

Ratify, adopt and implement key international agreements, including the WTO Agreement on Fisheries
Subsidies, the BBNJ Agreement, and legally binding instruments to address plastic pollution and a science-
based precautionary pause with regards to deep-sea mining, among others.

Strengthen ocean science and the science-policy interface to fill data gaps and guide decisions.
Embed ocean priorities into climate and biodiversity planning

Accelerate progress toward the 30x30 target with strong, well-defined, and equitably managed marine
protected areas.

Plan proactively for sea-level rise and coastal resilience through inclusive governance and public-private
cooperation.

Mobilise capital through robust finance mechanisms: blue bonds, blended finance, sustainability-linked
instruments, and policies that de-risk sustainable ocean investment—especially in developing economies.

Raise global awareness of the ocean’s fundamental role and make ocean stewardship everyone’s
business.

- The business community is mobilising at scale. We stand ready to be a force for innovation, resilience,
and implementation. But to succeed, we need clear, ambitious, science-aligned rules of the game.

- We trust this Conference will be an opportunity not only to reaffirm our shared goals but to accelerate
real-world progress.

- Together, we can build a thriving ocean economy that secures prosperity for current and future
generations.

Thank you.
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