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Heirs To Our Ocean Stakeholder Plenary Speech UN Ocean Conference 2025 

 

Hello, my name is Dakota Peebler, I am a co-founder of Heirs To Our Ocean, an 

international NGO based out of California, and I’m a young scientist. 

 

I represent the generation of the greatest stakeholders to the discussions occurring here 

this week. 

 

3 years ago, when I was 16 years old, I travelled to Lisbon for the 2022 UN Ocean 

Conference.  There, at the UN Ocean Decade Side Event, I announced a toolkit that the 

organization I co-founded created for UN Member States to utilize to form Youth Action 

Councils to engage youth meaningfully in the Decade. 

 

But because I wasn’t 18, I could not enter the official UN Ocean Conference 

convenings. I could not be in the rooms where world leaders discussed the future of the 

planet I and my fellow youth will inherit.  

 

I’m back, now at 19 years old, with other youth from around the world. I successfully 

registered to enter the Conference, but barrier upon barrier has occurred since I arrived 

making access to the Conference extremely difficult.  

 

We learned just before the conference began that we need a new silver access badge. 

We arrived to get the badge on time and were told no badges left. After two mornings of 

waking at 5am to get those badges, we were the informed that another badge was 

needed for the plenary.  

 

Barrier after barrier since arriving last weekend, and all after the many barriers and 

sacrifices to getting us here. 

 

What would these decision-making spaces look like if access was prioritized for youth, 

especially those in communities on the frontlines of the ocean crises?   

 

We will not achieve sustainability, nor long-term solutions, for our ocean if barriers 

continue to exclude us.  

 

That must change.  For your children and grandchildren.  

 


