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Excellencies , 

Ladies and Gentlemen , 

 

It is an honor to address you today on behalf of the Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) at this crucial United Nations 

Conference in support of the implementation of 

Sustainable Development Goal 14: Life Below Water . 

 

The GCC countries— which consists of the United Arab 

Emirates, the Kingdom of Bahrain, the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia, the Sultanate of Oman, the State of Qatar, and the 

State of Kuwait—are bordered by three vital marine 

bodies: the Arabian Gulf, the Red Sea, and the Gulf of Oman 

(which connects the Arabian Sea to the Strait of Hormuz). 

This geographic reality places the region in a uniquely 

important position to advance this critical goal . 

 

Nevertheless, the Arabian Gulf, a semi-enclosed sea, is 

facing intense environmental pressures. As many of you 



know, it is home to one of the world’s most ecologically and 

economically significant marine ecosystems—from coral 

reefs and seagrass beds to mangrove forests and rich fish 

stocks. This marine environment represents an invaluable 

natural asset to our countries and is essential for our food 

security, economic prosperity, and cultural heritage . 

 

The Arabian Gulf remains a vital global maritime hub, with 

more than 40,000 vessels transiting annually, including 

numerous vital oil tankers that support the global economy 

and reinforce the region’s role as a center for trade and 

energy. Despite this heavy maritime activity, GCC countries 

are continuously working to strengthen marine and 

environmental safety. We are investing in modern 

technologies to minimize spill risks and protect the fragile 

marine environment of the Gulf—demonstrating our firm 

commitment to achieving SDG 14 under challenging 

environmental conditions . 

 

For us, the ocean is not merely an environmental asset—it 

is a cornerstone of our food security, economic growth, and 

cultural identity. 

 

Our six member States are firmly committed to conserving 

and sustainably using marine resources. Together, we are 

developing national and regional strategies aligned with 

the objectives of SDG 14 . 

 



Distinguished Delegates , 

 

Allow me to highlight some of our collective efforts in this 

domain : 

• Marine Protected Areas: All GCC countries have 

expanded their marine protected zones. For instance, 

Oman has designated several marine reserves to 

protect endangered species, while Saudi Arabia is 

transforming the Red Sea into a model for sustainable 

tourism and biodiversity conservation. 

• Marine Pollution Mitigation: The UAE and Bahrain are 

leading initiatives to reduce plastic waste and marine 

debris by investing in coastal cleanup campaigns and 

promoting circular economy models to limit single-use 

plastics . 

• Sustainable Fisheries Management: Kuwait and Qatar 

are enhancing regulatory frameworks to ensure 

sustainable fishing practices and are investing in 

aquaculture projects while empowering local 

communities to safeguard fish stocks. 

• Marine Research and Innovation: GCC countries are 

strengthening scientific capacity. The GCC supports 

specialized research centers in ocean health, low-

salinity water desalination technologies, and marine 

systems resilient to climate change . 

• Regional Cooperation: Most importantly, we 

recognize that ocean health knows no borders. The 

GCC is working to harmonize policies, exchange data, 



and collaborate on early warning systems to address 

marine and climate-related risks . 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen , 

 

Our seas face unprecedented challenges—from rising 

temperatures and ocean acidification to pollution and 

habitat loss. Yet we will not remain passive in the face of 

these threats. Through global cooperation and local action, 

through innovation and shared responsibility, we can 

reverse the decline in ocean health. 

 

The Gulf Cooperation Council reiterates its unwavering 

commitment to SDG 14 and to working with our 

international partners to safeguard our oceans—for the 

present generation and those to come . 

  

Thank you. 


