
 



 



 



 



 



 



INFORMAL INTERPRETATION – By the Secretariat 

PART A – PROMOTING RESILIENT PROSPERITY IN SIDS 

2. Enhanced and Tailored Development Cooperation for SIDS (for partners, IFIs, and 

SIDS governments) 

Cuba, as a Small Island Developing State (SIDS), is implementing a comprehensive strategy to 

improve its economic and social development, adapted to its unique circumstances. This strategy 

is mainly articulated through the National Economic and Social Development Plan through 2030, 

which includes several key lines of action, notably: a macroeconomic stabilization programme, 

diversification of the business system, strengthening of local food production, and promotion of 

investments in strategic sectors, among others. 

Expected results of this strategy: 

• Moderate economic growth supported by tourism recovery, increased exports, and 

revitalization of productive and service activities. 

• Improved macroeconomic stability: reducing fiscal deficit, controlling inflation, and 

better managing foreign currency liquidity to stabilize prices and strengthen the exchange 

market. 

• Strengthened food security: increased domestic food production, positively impacting 

food sovereignty and reducing import dependency. 

• Productive modernization and diversification: increased productivity and 

modernization of key sectors such as agriculture, industry, and energy, including job 

creation and technological development. 

During the reporting period, various actions have been taken to foster national development as a 

SIDS, with special attention to climate change adaptation, disaster risk reduction, and socio-

economic strengthening. 

These actions combine efforts in infrastructure, risk management, food security, community 

empowerment, institutional support, and integrated policies, with the backing of multilateral 

organizations and international cooperation to address the specific challenges of island 

territories. 

Recent actions carried out in Cuba: 

1. "Urban Resilience" Initiative 

In Havana, the government has implemented the “Urban Resilience” initiative with support from 

UNDP and the European Union’s Directorate-General for European Civil Protection and 

Humanitarian Aid Operations (DIPECHO), with technical guidance from the National Civil 

Defence Staff of Cuba. Participants include experts from the National Institute of Territorial 

Planning and Urbanism (INOTU), the Master Plan Office of the City Historian, the Cuban Fire 

Brigade, and the Red Cross, among others. 



This project aims to strengthen the preparedness of the housing and urban planning sectors in 

Havana to respond to collapse risks and reduce their impact on the population. It involves 

approximately 16 institutions at the national, provincial, and municipal levels involved in 

housing improvement and recovery—particularly in precarious central areas such as Centro 

Habana, 10 de Octubre, and Habana Vieja, with a pilot in the latter. 

The project promotes integrating urban risk approaches into city planning tools, focusing on 

structural vulnerabilities. It includes technical assessments, construction interventions, and 

community training to improve response to building collapses, especially in historic and 

vulnerable urban areas. Specific actions include digitalization of housing procedures, 

educational-preventive work in schools, distributing guides to families on how to avoid collapses 

and respond, and ensuring rescue preparedness and access routes for emergency teams. 

2. Joint Programme with UNDP, WFP, and UNICEF on Drought Resilience in Santiago de 

Cuba 

A joint programme with UNDP, WFP, and UNICEF in Santiago de Cuba improved resilience to 

extreme droughts by increasing access to drinking water and supporting agricultural production, 

thus strengthening food security and promoting climate adaptation measures. 

The programme focused on water management training during droughts. Activities included 

establishing an early warning system for meteorological monitoring, water risk management 

tools, adaptation measures for safe water use, and efficient water utilization to sustain agriculture 

and improve food and nutritional security for vulnerable groups. 

The intervention strengthened climate change adaptation mechanisms through an intersectoral 

and inclusive approach. The joint work created a more integrated model of water management 

during droughts, consolidating actions and outcomes. Sustainability was prioritized, reflected in 

enhanced national and local capacities to ensure lasting results beyond the programme’s 

duration. 

This shows how development cooperation can support climate change adaptation through 

policies and projects—particularly in infrastructure and urban planning—and strengthen 

resilience in communities most exposed to climate impacts such as droughts, floods, and sea-

level rise, which heavily affect SIDS. 

3. Coastal Resilience to Climate Change in Cuba through Ecosystem-Based Adaptation 

(“Mi Costa” Project) 

This project aims to increase resilience to climate change impacts in coastal communities and 

ecosystems through ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA), community capacity-building, and 

integration of EbA into local and national coastal management planning. 

Specifically, the project seeks to strengthen coastal resilience along 1,300 km of the southern 

coastline by reducing key vulnerability drivers affecting ecosystems and 24 coastal communities. 



To achieve this, it will restore ecosystem functions and strengthen the adaptive capacity of local 

communities, sectors, and national planning frameworks. 

Rehabilitating and enhancing the services of coastal wetlands (mainly mangroves and swamp 

forests) will help dissipate energy from extreme waves and strong winds, improve water 

availability and quality, and reduce related risks (drought, flooding, soil and water salinization). 

This is referred to as ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA). The impacts of these rehabilitation 

actions will be tracked through integrated monitoring of drinking water quality, marine water 

quality, and nearby marine and coastal ecosystems (seagrass and coral reefs). 

The project has a national scope, covering 7 provinces, 24 municipalities, and 7 coastal 

settlements. It aims to implement coastal adaptation actions in these areas and enable replication 

in other coastal zones of the country over the medium and long term. Intervention areas span two 

zones: Zone 1 (Pinar del Río, Artemisa, Mayabeque) and Zone 2 (Ciego de Ávila, Camagüey, 

Las Tunas, and Granma), with a total of 1.3 million beneficiaries. 

PART B – COHERENT AND EFFECTIVE SYSTEM-WIDE UN CAPACITY 

DEVELOPMENT APPROACHES FOR SIDS 

VI. How would you assess the current level of coordination among United Nations agencies 

in supporting capacity development for SIDS at the national, regional, and global levels? 

What challenges hinder effective coordination among UN entities in supporting SIDS? 

What mechanisms would you suggest to improve coordination, coherence, and effectiveness 

of UN support to SIDS? (600 words) 

In general, the multiplicity of agencies and programmes with different mandates, priorities, and 

procedures can result in overlaps and a lack of clear synergies among entities. In Cuba, however, 

each entity has a distinct role, and despite differences, they maintain a satisfactory level of 

coordination in supporting the country as a SIDS. 

It is essential to continue aligning UN agencies’ programmes with the national priorities of each 

country, emphasizing the leading role of national governments in coordinating international 

cooperation. Active participation of SIDS in programme design and follow-up would help ensure 

responses effectively match national and local needs and capacities. 

2. Inter-institutional Mechanisms for Improved Coherence 

VII. Given that no single UN entity has exclusive responsibility for SIDS, would the 

creation of a UN-SIDS entity—serving as the lead agent for system-wide collaboration on 

SIDS issues—be useful to enhance coherence in the UN’s multidisciplinary response to 

SIDS? (500 words) 

The creation of a specialized entity within the UN system like “UN-SIDS” would be a positive 

step to improve coordination and coherence in support to SIDS. It could better track 

implementation of adopted mandates affecting this group of countries and serve as a focal point 

to align strategies, financing, and multisectoral programmes. 



It would also help strengthen the international voice and representation of SIDS and facilitate 

mobilization of technical and financial resources tailored to their structural vulnerabilities. 

Assistance provided must respect national priorities and strategies without conditionalities. 

Such an entity would help realize international commitments such as the 2030 Agenda, climate 

change agreements, and development cooperation goals, ensuring that SIDS are not left behind 

in global development efforts. 

3. HLPF 

IX. How should the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) session on Small Island Developing 

States be structured to effectively monitor progress in SDG implementation and 

simultaneously advance ABAS? What role should the ABAS monitoring and evaluation 

framework play in this regard? (250 words) 

The HLPF session on SIDS should continue addressing the specific challenges of this group and 

enhance implementation of the SAMOA Pathway and the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for 

SIDS. The discussions should give greater focus to concrete proposals for mitigating climate 

change impacts in island countries and improving SIDS’ access to concessional financing. 

Efforts must continue to link ABAS monitoring goals and indicators with those of the SDGs and 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. This would prevent duplication and optimize 

existing mechanisms without overburdening SIDS with excessive data production demands. It is 

vital that all statistics used to report on ABAS monitoring are produced by national statistical 

offices of SIDS, and that third-party data sources be avoided. 

 

 


