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Partners, friends and delegates.

C’est un privilege d’étre ici aujourd’hui au nom du gouvernement du
Canada. Je tiens a exprimer ma gratitude aux gouvernements du Costa
Rica et de la France pour avoir co-organisé cette importante réunion.

To all of the States, Indigenous Peoples, civil society, youth and academics
at this conference, Canada commends your leadership and commitment to
the health and sustainability of our ocean.

The health of our ocean is critical to our own lives on earth.

Unprecedented pressures from climate change, overfishing, pollution, and
biodiversity loss have converged into a global emergency.

Le Canada comprend I'importance de ce moment et nous avons placé
I'océan au cceur des solutions a la crise a laquelle notre monde est
confronté. Nos actions le démontrent.

We are steadfastly committed to protecting more of our marine biodiversity
than ever before through the creation of new marine protected areas and
other conservation initiatives and Canada reaffirms its support for the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework target to protect 30
percent of the ocean by 2030.

We are doing this by providing meaningful protections while supporting



Indigenous leadership and using innovative financing to conserve and
protect marine areas. To date, Canada has conserved 15.54 per cent of
Canada’s ocean, totaling 893,804 kilometres squared.

Canada recognizes the global challenge of illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing and its devastating impacts on fish stocks, ecosystems
and economies around the world.

Right now, our Coast Guard and fishery officers are on the third Canada-
led Operation North Pacific Guard mission, an annual, multilateral effort to
detect and deter illegal fishing on the high seas in the North Pacific Ocean.

And we connect that leadership on the water to our diplomacy; Canada is
currently serving as Chair of the IUU Action Alliance — a partnership
network between states and non-government organizations to combat
illegal fishing.

This is part of our wider commitment to manage sustainable fisheries and
minimize the impact of fishing gear and by-catch.

Le gouvernement du Canada adopte une approche globale pour protéger
la vie et les écosystemes marins. Mardi, nous nous sommes joints au
Panama pour codiriger le lancement de la Coalition de haute ambition pour
un océan calme, qui vise a réduire le bruit sous-marin provenant de la
navigation commerciale afin de préserver la santé et la biodiversité
marines, tout en favorisant une économie prospere et durable.

Canada is also taking the steps necessary to ratify the BBNJ agreement
and looks forward to seeing it enter into force in the very near term to
protect the ocean, tackle environmental degradation and prevent
biodiversity loss in the high seas.

And in August of this year, working with all members of the United Nations,
we are committed to finalizing an agreement to address the pressing issue
of plastic pollution.



Further, | am pleased to announce several voluntary commitments as part
of this UN Ocean conference. This includes:

¢ Signing the Great Bear Sea Project Finance for Permanence
Agreement alongside seventeen First Nations of the Pacific North
Coast and the Province of British Columbia.

e Maintaining marine protection in the Tuvaijuiituq Marine Protected
Area through collaborative efforts with the Qikigtani Inuit Association
and the Government of Nunavut.

¢ Committing to expand the Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine Park with
the government of Quebec.

e Hosting a 100% Alliance Workshop at the Canadian Pavilion of the
World Expo in Japan later this year.

e Finalizing our Ocean Noise Strategy to be released later this year.

e As a part of the Shared Ocean Fund, we are supporting partner
countries to create a healthy marine environment in the Indo-Pacific,
while supporting measures against illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing in the region.

Canada believes in demonstrating commitment through concrete action.
Protecting, sustaining and restoring the health of our ocean demands our
collaboration, sound research and science, innovation, and unwavering

determination.

We are proud to stand alongside our global partners, united by a shared
responsibility to protect our ocean and the life and livelihoods it supports.



Avec les engagements volontaires pris aujourd’hui, le Canada réaffirme
son engagement en faveur de changements audacieux et durables qui

contribueront a assurer la santé des océans aujourd’hui et pour les
générations a venir. Merci.



