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A Sustainable Blue Planet: Protecting, Innovating and Educating

Wednesday, 16 July, 08.00 - 09.30 AM (EDT) (virtual)

Organized by Oceano Azul Foundation, Oceanario de Lisboa

Background

The ocean is Earth’s largest life support system. Yet, it continues to be undervalued and
overexploited, despite growing awareness and scientific evidence of the profound impact of human
activities.

One critical area of concern is marine conservation. Less than 9% of the ocean is designated as Marine
Protected Areas (MPAs), and under 3% of ocean is highly or fully protected. To safeguard marine
biodiversity and meet the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework target of 30%
protection by 2030, expanding MPA networks and assuring effective implementation is essential.

Conservation efforts must be matched by a fundamental shift in how we use ocean resources.
Transitioning to a sustainable blue economy—based on regenerative practices and blue
biotechnology— is crucial for ocean health and global decarbonization. This is challenging but, to
truly advance SDG 14, we must shift from extracting value from nature to creating value with nature.

At the same time, effective advocacy is needed to bring ocean issues to the forefront of international
policy. Challenges such as deep-sea mining, biodiversity crisis, and weak ocean governance remain
underrepresented in global agendas and in international policy frameworks. Strengthening ocean
advocacy and empowering civil society are key to ensuring that conservation measures are
implemented and that international agreements reflect the needs of all stakeholders.

Finally, long-term change depends on education. Ocean literacy is essential for transforming societal
attitudes and behaviours. Recent international frameworks emphasise the need to embed ocean
education in school curricula to support the achievement of SDG 14 and prepare younger generations
for a sustainable future.

Challenge and objective

Besides giving a general overview on the main issues affecting the ocean, the session will focus on
concrete examples and best practices that address the following challenges:

1) How can ocean conservation be scaled up through the effective establishment and
implementation of Marine Protected Areas?

With examples detailing different strategies leading to the establishment and implementation of
MPAs, through science-based approaches, participatory processes, and community engagement.

2) How do we drive the transition to a sustainable blue economy?

A key example is blue biotechnology—a sector that depends on healthy marine ecosystems to
prosper. According to Mission Starfish 2030: Restore our Ocean and Waters, with the right
investment and leadership, the EU aims to become the world leader in blue biotechnology, with the
market projected to reach €200 billion by 2030. However, our current economic systems rarely
recognize marine ecosystems as natural capital. Reframing marine protection as infrastructure



investment and recognizing the blue bioeconomy as a return on that investment is critical for long-
term, inclusive ocean sustainability.

3) How can we elevate the ocean on global agendas?

The training will equip participants with knowledge and tools to advocate for and implement
transformative ocean governance strategies. This includes integrating ocean concerns into broader
climate and biodiversity agendas, promoting the ratification and effective implementation of key
treaties such as the BBN] Treaty, and fostering leadership that can drive systemic change. The session
aims to empower stakeholders, particularly from Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and other
developing countries, to become effective agents of ocean conservation and policy innovation.

4) How to implement a “Blue Curriculum”?

Examples will be given of best practices to address ocean topics and increase ocean literacy across
schools, and to include the ocean into curricula.

Solutions

Description of tools and solutions that will be presented during the session. Explain how each
solution/tools addresses the identified challenge and provide examples or testimonials to reinforce
their effectiveness (max 250 words).

1, Establishing and implementing effective MPAs

o Blue Azores Program: A large-scale regional model for implementing a MPAs network, with
a strong science basis, community engagement and participatory processes.

e MPAs of community interest - working with communities in coastal busy areas.

e MPAs in remote areas - The Selvagens and Gorringe case studies.

2. Driving the transition to a sustainable blue economy

Regenerative approaches in the blue economy, emphasizing blue biotechnology as a model that links
economic value to ecosystem health: i) redefining blue natural capital; ii) Examples from the
BlueBioValue and other biotech initiatives leveraging marine compounds for medicine, food and
materials.

3. Elevating the ocean on global agendas

¢ UN-Portugal Ocean Fellowship Program: strengthening the leadership capacity of officials
from developing countries, in particular SIDS, providing them with the necessary skills and
tools to advance their capacity to engage in and shape effective ocean governance, and
enabling them to champion sustainable marine policies.

e RISE UP Initiative: A global civil society movement uniting over 600 organizations to
advocate for ambitious ocean action.

e Policy Advocacy Tools: Including support for the BBN] Treaty ratification and
implementation, as well as the proposal of Ocean National Determined Contributions,
modeled after climate NDCs.

4. Towards a blue curriculum



“Educating a Blue Generation”: Implemented in collaboration with the Portuguese Ministry of
Education and Municipalities, it empowers primary school teachers to include ocean topics into the
curriculum, through certified training and high-quality educational resources. After 4 years of impact
assessment, a working group produced a set of recommendations to scale up the program and
include the ocean into the curriculum. Launched by a civil society organisation, the initiative will be
converted into public education policy.

Format and audience

The session will have the following structure:

e Opening remarks (5’)

e Aninitial interactive session on key ocean facts (15’)

e Specialists’ presentation on the challenges and solutions above identified (4 presentations of
10’ each)

e Q&A(30)

Target audience: decision makers, ocean stakeholders, international entities, NGOs, general public.

Resources

Blue Azores | Conservacao e Utilizacdo Sustentiavel do Mar dos Acores
Oceano Azul Foundation: Marine Expeditions for Ocean Conservation
Home - Blue Bio Value

Rise Up For The Ocean

Educating for a Blue Generation 2024

Home - EGA

Education » Oceandrio de Lisboa

Mini 30x30

Additional information

For more information and to sign up to attend, please visit the webpage here:
https://sdgs.un.org/2025/SDGsinPractice



https://www.blueazores.org/
https://expeditions.oceanoazulfoundation.org/?_gl=1%2A1p4it3x%2A_ga%2ANzQyNjU3OTM3LjE2NzU4NTg5ODY.%2A_ga_JH85XL0PM7%2AczE3NDc2ODI0ODEkbzM4JGcwJHQxNzQ3NjgyNDgxJGo2MCRsMCRoMCRkdUowWVR1RmQzMXZtYVZBMnYwU3BkWF9kamtsbFZvZG1PUQ..&doing_wp_cron=1747682485.8362550735473632812500
https://www.bluebiovalue.com/
https://riseupfortheocean.org/
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dg9ZU3QIKqQI&data=05%7C02%7Crborges%40oceanoazulfoundation.org%7C87584c5a8714418ac18608dd96cd8562%7Cbdf41a50727b470f8d02a7ece8766a57%7C0%7C0%7C638832531735276282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=06nZt2zaH5m746YVbfMy2EOsB%2FsuXTHDssc38lGipn8%3D&reserved=0
https://geracaoazul.org/
https://oceanario.pt/en/education/
https://students4ocean.com/
https://sdgs.un.org/2025/SDGsinPractice

