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Introduction

This is the eighth Voluntary Monitoring Report on
the Basque Country 2030 agenda, a statistic re-
flecting a story which dates back to 24 November
2016, when the President of the Basque Govern-
ment, IAigo Urkullu, gave his investiture address
at the Basque Parliament, proclaiming this com-
mitment to the new global Agenda.

In April 2018, the Basque Government presen-
ted the first Voluntary Monitoring Report on the
Basque Country 2030 Agenda, covering the year
2017. As an initial step, this report linked the 2030
Agenda goals and targets to the commitments
set out in the Government's Programme, making
the Basque Country the first subnational govern-
ment to present such a report, a practice which
has continued each year, down to this eighth edi-
tion.

Continuing the work undertaken during the 11th
Legislature since 2016, in June 2021 the Basque
Government approved the Basque Programme
of 2030 Agenda Priorities for the period 2021-
2024.

The programme’s mission has been to promote
the culture of a social contract centred on com-
mitment to the Sustainable Development Goals.
Its main aims have been to help build internal
social cohesion, play a part in international best
efforts for peace, justice and sustainability, pro-
mote policy consistency, and adopt the 2030
Agenda as a commitment driving transformative
priorities.

Within this context, the Basque Programme of
2030 Agenda Priorities for the period 2021-2024
established 4 strands: outreach, coordination,
evaluation and prioritisation. Emphasis should be
placed on the coordination strand, involving the
creation of the Basque Country 2030 Agenda Fo-
rum (multi-level and multi-agent) as the core area
for governance and inter-institutional and social
collaboration to achieve the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals. This Forum brings together the diffe-
rent Departments of the Basque Government, the
three Provincial Authorities, EUDEL (Association
of Basque Municipalities), the city councils of the
three provincial capitals, Basque universities, as
well as organisations representing public-private
partnership and civil society organisations.

The most notable step forward seen during 2024
was the consolidation of the Basque SDG Allian-
ce, with more than 100 organisations signing up
to collaborate in developing the 2030 Agenda.
The Alliance is based on the Declaration “For a
Basque Country 2030 Agenda Social Contract”, es-
tablishing 5 main commitments regarding which
these organisations have formed an alliance for
joint progress:

+ Strengthen collaboration among social
organisations, and between them and ins-
titutions.

* Implement the SDGs in the internal
functioning and management of compa-
nies and organisations.



+ Publicise and promote the 2030 Agenda
and encourage participation and engage-
ment by citizens.

* Promote the principles of solidarity and
sustainability as the foundations of the
2030 Agenda.

* Model the Basque experience and facili-
tate exchange at the international level.

Another notable aspect of progress is that this
eighth Voluntary Monitoring Report is the
second to incorporate an overall countrywi-
de perspective. First of all, because the Basque
Country's commitment to the 2030 Agenda and
the SDGs is an overall commitment involving all
institutions and a wide range of social and busi-
ness agents and Basque citizens themselves, as it
is they who help to achieve the SDGs day by day,
through their daily actions and decisions. And
also because the key distinctive element which
the Basque Country aims to present to the world
is specifically the added impact that can be achie-
ved through multi-level and multi-agent engage-
ment and collaboration.

Nor should we overlook another highly significant
event during 2024, which will benefit not only the
Basque Country but also municipalities and re-
gions all round the world in terms of SDG localisa-
tion. Following the selection in late 2020 of Bilbao
as the headquarters of the Local 2030 Coali-
tion Secretariat, 2024 finally saw the launch of
this UN office responsible for fostering action by
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cities, regional and national governments and the
private sector to localise the SDGs and the 2030
Agenda.

We end 2024 by taking stock of the Basque Pro-
gramme of 2030 Agenda Priorities for the period
2021-2024, and finalising the text of the 2025-
2028 Social Innovation and 2030 Agenda Plan,
which will serve as the Road Map guiding efforts
to speed up fulfilment of the Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals through the 2030 Agenda in the
Basque Country.

We should lastly point out that one of the docu-
ments annexed to this 8th Voluntary Monitoring
Report sets out a report containing detailed in-
formation as to the Basque 2030 Agenda Sus-
tainable Development Indicators System, and
the most recent data available for each indicator.
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Basque
contribution
10 the global
2030 Agenda
In 2023:
overview

The following pages set out a summary of the key cross-cutting
elements in the Basque Country's contribution to the global
2030 Agenda in 2024.

We have analysed this contribution on the basis of a prior anal-
ysis of the international context within which the global
2030 Agenda developed over the course of 2024, most no-
tably the Summit of the Future (New York, September 2024),
which served to approve a Pact for the Future, including a Glob-
al Digital Compact and a Declaration on Future Generations.

This contextual analysis is followed by a cross-cutting account
of the Basque Country’'s contribution in 2024 to the glob-
al Agenda, explained in terms of the different operational
spheres.
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1. Appraisal of the international con-
text regarding fulfilment of the 2030
Agenda

In 2019 onwards there was clearly a broad international consensus as to the
diagnosis of fulfilment of the SDGs: the process of transformation promoted
by the 2030 Agenda was not happening quickly enough, nor was it achieving
sufficient impact. In fact, for this very reason in September that year, during the
74th UN General Assembly, Secretary-General Antonio Guterres called on gov-
ernments, companies and civil society to intensify their efforts towards the glob-
al Goals, declaring the next 10 years to be the Decade of Action.

This diagnosis was repeated during the Sustainable Development Goals Sum-
mit held in New York in September 2023, at which the agents taking part ac-
knowledged that the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) will not be attained
without a huge drive to bring about the investment needed to achieve fair and
equitable energy, food and digital transitions, and to transform education and
social protection in developing countries. Among other operational approaches,
this entailed a renewal of the commitment to multilateralism to seek out new
ways of working together and guaranteeing that multilateral institutions keep
abreast of the rapid changes occurring, while the 2024 Summit of the Future
was established as a major opportunity to speed up implementation of the 2030
Agenda and the SDGs.

The Summit of the Future held in New York in September 2024 produced 3
instruments (the Future Act, the Global Digital Compact and the Declaration on
Future Generations), setting the stage for new opportunities for a sustainable,
fair and peaceful world order for all peoples and nations, emphasising essen-
tial issues in order to drive forward implementation of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, such as:

* An agreement to reform international financial architecture so as better
to represent and serve developing countries.

* Improve the way in which we measure human progress, going beyond
GDP so as to gauge well-being and human and planetary sustainability.

* Acommitment to consider ways of bringing in a minimum global level of
taxation of high net worth individuals.

+ Confirmation of the need to limit the increase in global temperature to
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1.5° C above pre-industrial levels and to eliminate fossil fuels from energy
systems so as to achieve net zero emissions by 2050.

* A commitment to design, use and manage technology for the benefit of
all.

* Specific measures to take future generations into account in our deci-
sion-making.

* More robust efforts regarding human rights, gender equality and female
empowerment.

* Recognition of the importance of involving other stakeholders in global
governance, including local and regional governments, civil society, the
private sector and others.

* The promise to contribute 1.05 billion dollars to promote digital inclu-
sion.

All these operational approaches will be essential in order to meet the global
targets set for 2030.

Meanwhile, the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development took
place in the month of July, under the theme “Reinforcing the 2030 agenda and
eradicating poverty in times of multiple crises: the effective delivery of sustaina-
ble, resilient and innovative solutions”, conducting an in-depth review of the fol-
lowing goals: Goal 1 (No poverty), Goal 2 (Zero hunger), Goal 13 (Climate action),
Goal 16 (Peace, justice and strong institutions) and Goal 17 (Partnerships for the
goals).
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2. An overall analysis of the Basque
contribution in 2024

A countrywide commitment to the SDGS

Since 2016, both the institutions and leading social agents of the Basque Country
have prioritised the overall commitment represented by the 2030 Agenda, adap-
ting it to our local reality, through an approach of transformation and solidarity.
The Basque Country has thus committed to progress towards the 2030 Agenda
goals, by promoting development and equality, and consolidating a more inclu-
sive and sustainable future for all, while furthermore launching the instruments
needed to translate that commitment into reality.

This commitment is reflected in the document “Model of Basque commitment
to the localisation of the SDGs". A model with the following key elements:

Proactive principle

The commitment to the 2030 Agenda means more than simply recognition and formal alignment
between internal programmes and the SDGs. It involves asking ourselves how the SDGs change our
pre-existing operational approaches and policies. This is where their transformative capacity lies.

Application of concrete methodology

The SDGs require a more concrete and less abstract approach. We need to move on from words to
deeds, expressing the goals through concrete projects bringing us closer to fulfilment. This is not about
having projects for the 17 Goals, but defining priorities and practical flagship initiatives.

Integration of the concept of “localisation”

1. Localisation first of all means a commitment to greater institutionalisation. In its most practi-
cal aspect, it involves structuring at least 4 infrastructures committed to the executive development of
the SDGs from the institutional and organisational perspective:

+ Create an executive, cross-cutting management and coordination body for the SDGs, to steer
governance by any institution or organisation.

+ Have strategic planning documents in place, including goals, criteria, priorities, action plans,
calendars and budgetary alignment.

* Prepare and use efficient assessment tools, such as indicators aligned with the actual reality,
yearly stock-takes or Voluntary Annual Monitoring Reports.

* Promote models of governance and extensive intra-institutional and social cooperation, fos-
tering involvement in these structures.

2. Localisation secondly means a commitment to greater socialisation. Faced with the reality
that much of society is unaware of the SDGs, one priority is to invest resources and efforts focused on
helping to showcase the 2030 Agenda and promote involvement by social actors through such instru-
ments as:

+ Communication campaigns or initiatives.
+ Educational courses and publications.

+ Subsidies for social promotion and citizen participation.
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+ Educational tools.
+ Specialist training.
* Social cooperation alliances.

3. Localisation thirdly means a commitment to greater personalisation. The 2030 Agenda is like-
wise a personal appeal affecting our everyday life, both individually and in family or private terms. The
institutionalisation and socialisation of the SDGs must take this third dimension into account. Without
active and informed participation and engagement by citizens, the future of the Agenda is at risk.

Collaboration as the essential basis for progress towards the SDGs

Collaboration is fundamental in order to progress towards the SDGs. Since the adoption of the 2030
Agenda, it has been acknowledged that no sector can achieve these goals on its own. Collaboration
among governments, the private sector, civil society and international organisations is essential to
address the complex and global challenges we face.

This collaboration is applied in the Basque Country to the governance of the Agenda itself, to the de-
sign and implementation of its transformative projects, and to international action, so as to express the
teachings of SDG 17 in terms of concrete initiatives.

Firm action and international collaboration

The localisation of the 2030 Agenda in the Basque Country is seen as an approach which fundamen-
tally relies on the momentum of international action through a belief in collaboration, learning and
developing joint initiatives together with other parts of the world.

This commitment was reiterated by the new President of the Basque Government, Imanol
Pradales, at the Plenary meeting of the Basque Country 2030 Agenda Forum held on 28 November.
President Pradales emphasised the following aspects:

« Complete conviction and agreement as to the goal set by the United Nations to build a fairer
world. In the Basque Country we believe that stateless nations and local institutions play a
fundamental role in addressing global challenges, since these are issues which directly affect
us at the local level.

* Peace, human rights, solidarity and equality are fundamental principles for the Basque Coun-
try. As demonstrated by our communal nature and the neighbourhood culture of auzolan,
which likewise lays the foundation for collaborative governance. By joining forces, the Basque
Government, Provincial Authorities and City Councils have launched fruitful projects, in part-
nership with social organisations. But that is not enough. Now is the time to take a quantum
leap forward.

* We need a step change in democratic regeneration, given the troubles currently facing de-
mocracies around the world. This goes hand-in-hand with another dangerous trend: the links
binding us together as a community are weakening; individualism and selfishness are gaining
ground; and public debate is losing out to misinformation and fake news.

* We must strengthen our institutions through transparency and exemplary action. Our re-
sponse must be more democracy and more Europe. We need to react effectively to the needs
of societies and a world of increasing complexity. Hence the importance of strengthening col-
laborative governance, involving citizens in the design, launch and appraisal of public policy.
We need to root out party-political rationales and consolidate sincere dialogue, based on re-
spect, in pursuit of agreement. We must in turn promote critical and committed citizenship;
freedom and responsibility; autonomy and a spirit of community.

Shared support and governance

Our model of governance and working methodology are essential if we are to strike the right balance
in fulfilling sustainable development. The “how" has a decisive impact on the outcomes of the “what".
The scale and depth of the challenges raised by the SDGs demand effective partnership and
cooperation strategies.

The fundamental instrument for 2030 Agenda governance is the Basque Country 2030 Agenda
Forum (Multi-agent Social Transition and 2030 Agenda Forum), set up in 2021. This body drives shared
governance of the 2030 Agenda across all Basque institutions and social agents.
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The Forum's stable working platforms comprise a Plenary, a Standing Committee and 5 Working Par-
ties (Governance, Bultzatu 2050 Basque Country Urban Agenda, Social Transformation, Energy-Climate
Transformation and Economic-Digital Transformation), as well as the Guneak initiative, the platform
for the involvement of academia, companies and other civil society agents.

Themed working teams are likewise organised to develop specific topics in collaboration. Over the
course of 2024 the initiative involved:

+ Athemed team to address improvements to the Basque 2030 Agenda Indicator System. This
same team likewise began work to standardise criteria and methodologies in connection with
specific localisation instruments, such as the Local Voluntary Reports and the Budgets with an
SDG perspective, while also extending these to the municipal level.

+ A themed team to analyse the current situation and identify areas for improvement with re-
gard to disaster risk prevention and reduction strategy and governance in the Basque Country.

The institutions and organisations that make up the Forum have continued through their active par-
ticipation and specific contributions to feed into this initiative in shared governance and partnership.
Around 150 people representing 125 institutions and organisations took part over the course of
2024 in the different stable working platforms of the Basque Country 2030 Agenda Forum, attending a
total of 12 meetings (2 of the Plenary, 1 of the Standing Committee, 8 at the different Working Parties
and 1 at Guneak). It should be emphasised that the functioning of the Forum was in 2024 shaped by
the elections to the Basque Parliament (April 2024), which meant that fewer meetings were held.

We set out below the most significant activities and achievements seen in 2024:
« Specific handling of the Gender Equality SDGs.
* Declaration dedicated to the Summit of the Future and SDG 16 (Peace).
* Declaration dedicated to strengthening democracy within the context of the 2030 Agenda.

+ Design of the Social Innovation and 2030 Agenda Plan for the period 2024-2028.
The 2021-2024 Priorities Programme

The “Basque Programme of 2030 Agenda Priorities” constitutes the 2021-2024 action plan of the
Basque Government with regard to the 2030 Agenda.

This programme’s mission has been to promote the culture of a social contract through the 2030

Agenda, linked to 4 goals: contribute to greater internal social cohesion; participate in international
best efforts for peace, justice and sustainability; promote policy consistency; and adopt the 2030 Agen-
da as a commitment to drive transformative priorities.

* The programme included 4 working priorities:
+ Social outreach and citizen engagement.

+ Coordination and collaborative governance.

+ Alignment, development and evaluation.

+ Catalyst commitments and flagship projects.
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Ejes. Compromisos tractores Proyectos emblematicos

1. Personas - Erradicar la pobreza y el hambre, I. Proyecto Ekitatea

Equidad reducir las desigualdades y prevenir
la exclusion.
- Profundizar en la educacién inclusi- | Il. Proyecto Hezkuntzaren auzolana.
va para promover una sociedad mas | Una educacién para todos y todas
cohesionada, solidaria y sostenible.

2. Planeta. - Revertir el cambio climatico: Ill. Proyecto Energia-Ekiola - Clima-

Ecologia - conservacion, restauracién de eco- | Ondarea

sistemas y biodiversidad,
-y decarbonizacién y energias reno-
vables.

- Impulsar una ciudad, una movili-
dad y un urbanismo de ecosistema
verde e inclusivo.

IV. Proyecto Opengela

3. Prosperidad.

- Compartir la salud publica, como

V. Proyecto Salud Global

Solidaridad bien comun, local y global, que lle-
gue a todas las personas.
- Establecer y desarrollar bases de VI. Proyecto Basque Ecodesign
sostenibilidad y correspon sabilidad | Center
en la economiay la empresa.
4. Paz. - Contribuir a un mundo pacifico, VII. Proyecto The Basque case: lessons
Derechos basado en el respeto a la dignidad learned for the prevention of violence
Humanos humana para la convivencia justa e | and protection of peace (aprendizajes

inclusiva.

del caso vasco para prevenir la violen-

ciay proteger la paz)

The 7 flagship projects were implemented as planned, generating impacts not only in the Basque Cou-
ntry but also at the international level, since several of them were linked to development cooperation
promoted by the Basque Country.j

The Bultzatu 2030 Urban Agenda

The Bultzatu 2050 Basque Country Urban Agenda comprises efforts for the systematisation, strategic
focusing and consistency of public policy intended to improve the potential of the Basque Country
in offering opportunities for economic growth, sustainability and social cohesion. Bultzatu 2050 has
been built and is mapped out on the basis of prior planning exercises, focused from the perspective of
the challenges and potentialities of the urban territory of the Basque Country, providing a reference
framework for urban and local policies across the territory as a whole, at the levels of the Basque Go-
vernment, Provincial Authorities and Municipalities.

Bultzatu 2050 fits into the international and European framework, drawing on efforts already under
way to build sustainable and economically prosperous territorial development. The goal of Bultzatu
2050 is to bring about inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable cities and villages, where no one is left
behind, and to do so with a view to the year 2050, aware that given the inherent characteristics of the
dimensions addressed (socioeconomic, energy, climate, territorial), the challenges to be dealt with are
for the long term, albeit with a dynamic dimension which allows timings to be reviewed in the medium
term. Bultzatu is aligned with the objectives established by UN Habitat and the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs), in particular with reference to Goal 11, and reflecting the Davos Declaration on a
high-quality Baukultur for Europe. Bultzatu 2050 focuses on a distinctive, sustainable, harmonious
city model, based on high-quality urban design, defining a framework for the consistency of
urban sustainable development policies.

During 2024, the Working Party held meetings and the second monitoring report was presented, at the
halfway stage of the period covered by the 2030 Agenda. The report conducts an in-depth evaluation
of 2 of the strategic priorities of Bultzatu 2050:

« Cities on the move and the commitment to a new mobility.

* Innovative, smart cities, and the required balance of R&D and non-technological innovation,
combining urban and human aspects.
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Support for DG localisation in Basque municipalities

The approval of the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals by the UN in 2015 esta-
blished a new reference framework for the implementation of sustainable development principles
at Basque municipalities. Previously, for more than 20 years the local authorities in the Basque
Country had adopted adhesion to the Aalborg Charter and Agenda 21 processes as instruments to
progress towards more sustainable cities and municipalities.

Along the way, Udalsarea 2030 - Basque Network of Sustainable Municipalities, and EUDEL - Asso-
ciation of Basque Municipalities, have been coordinating efforts to lead the localisation of the SDGs
at the local level in the Basque Country.

Over recent years, and within the context of the transition from Agenda 21 to the 2030 Agenda,
Udalsarea 2030 has developed different tools and services focused on adapting the Sustainable
Development Goals to the characteristics and reality of Basque municipalities and district entities in
order to facilitate their implementation at the local level, above all the creation in 2015 of the guide
“Local 2030 Agenda. How to address the Sustainable Development Goals at the local level”, and the
creation and facilitation of the Local 2030 Agenda working parties, with the aim of advising and
accompanying local bodies in implementing the 2030 Agenda and creating a meeting point where
the different agents involved in this process can share their experiences and lessons learned in
adapting the 2030 Agenda at the local level.

Udalsarea 2030 has also promoted a monitoring and evaluation model for local sustainable de-
velopment plans and policies focused on accountability, enabling entities to generate yearly Local
Voluntary Reports. This monitoring and evaluation model is supported by a methodological guide, an
online application (e-mugi), and an organisational support service to streamline the process.

This monitoring model serves to ascertain which Sustainable Development Goals are receiving the
greatest attention at the local level in the Basque Country. The local actions currently planned in
Basque municipalities suggest the following proportion (percentage of actions contributing to each
SDG out of all actions undertaken):
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4.02% y
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005 12 003 &
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Meanwhile, EUDEL (the Association of Basque Municipalities) is promoting other spheres of localisa-
tion, such as the alignment of municipal budgets with the SDGs, drawing on the “Practical guide
for initial Municipal Budget Alignment with the SDGs", a guide devised to offer an initial response for
those local authorities wishing to implement such alignment, above all from the perspective of bud-
getary education, and in order to present the outcome of the alignment through the required public
communication campaigns.
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In 2021, within the context of the involvement of Basque municipalities in the Basque 2030 Agenda, 15
collaborative municipal promotion projects were selected for the period 2021-2024, incorpo-
rated as Basque 2030 Agenda projects. Development of these projects continued in 2024.

We should also highlight the participation of Basque municipalities in the Council of Europe Eu-
ropean Label of Governance Excellence (ELoGE), providing accreditation of the highest level of
quality in local government, as the ultimate recognition at the European level of good governance and
democratic innovation at a municipal government. Progress in terms of the ELoGE principles and indi-
cators means improving the quality of governance proposed by SDGs 16 and 17.

The final document available is “Strategic framework and support tools to speed up localisation
of the SDGs at Basque municipalities”, which proposes a strategic framework and compiles the
available tools to assist in this localisation.

The most significant aspect we would highlight from SDG localisation in Basque municipalities is that
this comprises a goal shared by practically all municipalities, irrespective of their size. We
would highlight the following as the most significant indicators:

+ 225 municipalities are involved directly or through district entities in Udalsarea
2030, representing 90% of Basque municipalities, covering 97% of the Basque population.

+ 72 Basque local entities (municipalities and district entities) have in place or are in the
process of drawing up their Local 2030 Agenda.

+ 28 Basque municipalities have a Local Voluntary Report on their progress towards the
main sustainable development challenges at the local level.

Awareness-raising to foster active, conscious citizenship, committed to the process
of transformation and sustainable human development

We would highlight the following initiatives and instruments within this strand:

Courses to understand the 2030 agenda

Beginner courses open free of charge, covering the 2030 Agenda and intended for any organisation or
individual with an interest.

More than 500 people were trained during 2024.

“Gazte plaza” travelling exhibition on the 2030 agenda

Initiative of the EGK (Basque Country Youth Council) and the Basque Government, with the aim of
increasing awareness of the SDGs and the 2030 Agenda among young people, through an exhibition,
talks to address different topics covered by the SDGs, and fun activities.

This year the exhibition was staged in the municipalities of Zarautz, Trapagaran, Amurrio and Galdakao.

School 2030 agenda and training in 2030 agenda within the educational sphere

There is a 2030 Sustainability Education Strategy, which provides the framework for development of
the School 2030 Agenda. The aim of the School 2030 Agenda is to educate empowered citizens with
eco-social awareness, likewise giving students an active role in progressing towards increasingly sus-
tainable municipalities.

Efforts were made during 2024 to generate new audiovisual teaching materials about the Agenda, in-
tended for students in their final and penultimate years of compulsory secondary education.

Basque alliance for the SDGS

The Basque Alliance for the SDGs includes 5 commitments with 5 practical implications, one of which is
progressively to apply the “2030 Agenda development guide for companies and organisations” within
each entity.

By the end of 2024, the Alliance had a total of 103 associate entities.
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Good food practice guide
Guide intended for members of the public wishing to contribute to the SDGs through their food choi-

ces, drawn up by the Basque Culinary Center.
Other socialisation initiatives

Other socialisation initiatives, such as the BBK SDG Eguna.

Generation of innovation and skills among agents on the ground to incorporate sus-
tainability at their organisations and prepare for multi-actor collaboration

Notable initiatives include the following:

Postgraduate in strategic integration, monitoring and communication of the 2030 Agenda and
SDGS

Qualification resulting from cooperation among the 3 universities within the Basque university system:
EHU/UPV, Deusto and Mondragon Unibertsitatea.

2030 Agenda development guide for companies and organisations

Tool to assist companies and organisations in developing their commitment to the 2030 Agenda and
positioning themselves with a view to SDG progress, based on conducting a situational diagnosis and
defining a pathway for shared improvements, with a flexible and progressive approach to the transfor-
mations that the SDGs call for.

BBK kuna, home of the SDGS

Social innovation platform involving various agents linked to the SDGs to offer the society of Bizkaia
solutions in response to future challenges.

Multilingual 2030 agenda dictionary

Dictionary with 3,600 entries in Basque, Spanish and English, with information available via the website
www.2030agendahiztegia.eus.

Attraction of public and private investment towards territorial transformation roadmaps

The most notable initiatives in this sphere would include:

“Basque Country sustainable bond” initiative

2024 saw the launch and conclusion of the eighth issue of these bonds for a total of 600 million euros,
almost 7 times oversubscribed (the requests received totalled 4.013 billion euros). 70% were placed with
international accounts, 24% with Spanish investors and 6% with investors from the Basque Country.

This investment is assigned to the funding of social projects and green projects.

Euskadi Next
The Basque Country Next 2021-2026 Programme represents a commitment to economic transforma-

tion and the development of the Basque Country’'s strengths in the use of European funds derived
from the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF). The operational strands are:

* Personal health and care.

+ Lifelong learning.

* Renewable energy generation.

* Sustainable mobility.

+ Digitalisation and innovation of administrations and companies.
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* Urban habitat.

+ Natural habitat and prevention of natural disasters.

Circular economy.

Euskadi Next brings together specific projects which could represent a total investment impact of more
than 18 billion euros, including European funds and other public and private finance associated with
the projects.

Euskadi Next includes the development of the Basque Country 2022-2024 Strategic Investments Plan,
an inter-institutional plan of the Basque Government and Provincial Authorities with a budget of 528
million euros, and the aim of promoting major transformative projects linked to the sustainable deve-
lopment of the Basque Country.

System of indicators

The Basque Country has a system of indicators to allow continuous monitoring of the degree of fulfil-
ment of the Sustainable Development Goals and Targets.

This Indicator System began with a statistical operation undertaken by EUSTAT-Basque Institute of Sta-
tistics, generating a considerable number of indicators the methodology for which has been standardi-
sed with all central statistical bodies of the Autonomous Regions of Spain. Following on from this, within
the context of the Basque Country 2030 Agenda Forum, collaborative efforts have been made to extend
this indicator system, focusing above all on identifying indicators connected with those Goals and Tar-
gets for which less information is currently available. Major efforts are likewise being made to increase
the number of indicators providing data with a breakdown at the municipal and/or provincial level.

By the end of 2024, the System had x indicators, distributed as follows:

SDG Total number Number of indica- Number of
of indicators tors with break- indicators with
down at the breakdown at
provincial level the municipal
level
SDG 1- No poverty 31 1 19
SDG 2- Zero hunger 15 2 4
SDG 3- Health and Well-being 38 17 0
SDG 4- Quality education 39 9 7
SDG 5- Gender equality 26 16 4
SDG 6- Clean water and sanitation 8 1 2
SDG 7- Affordable and clean energy 12 0 6
SDG 8- Decent work and Economic growth 38 9 9
SDG 9- Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure 20 10 3
SDG 10- Reduced inequalities 12 3 3
SDG 11- Sustainable cities and communities 22 7 6
SDG 12- Responsible production and consumption 12 8 0
SDG 13- Climate action 0 1
SDG 14- Life below water 0 0
SDG 15- Life on land 7 0 3
SDG 16- Peace, justice and strong institutions 40 28 1
SDG 17- Partnerships for the goals 26 9 1
TOTAL 352 120 69
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Public budgets and procurement with an SDG perspective

Public budgets with an SDG perspective

Different Basque public institutions are developing initiatives to incorporate the SDG perspective with-
in their budgets (the Basque Government has done so since the 2024 Budget), while others intend to
embark on this operational approach in the near future.

The plan is to work on the development of a methodology serving to standardise the budgetary align-
ment of all institutions.

Public procurement with an SDG perspective

A report on public procurement with an SDG perspective has been drawn up, including an analysis of
the current situation in the Basque Country and reference points drawing on good practice at the state
and international level.

This report will provide the basis for a future project intended to promote the use of social and envi-
ronmental clauses in the procurement processes of Basque Public Authorities.

Active participation in international initiatives and collaboration with other
regions

The key initiatives over the course of 2024 include:

Participation at the summit of the future

The Basque Country took part at the parallel event organised by the United Nations 2030 Coalition
“Shaping local pathways for a more equitable, sustainable and secure future for all. Localising
the Pact for the Future”, which took place on 21 September in New York.

The Basque Country argued to localise the Pact for the Future, emphasising the importance of guar-
anteeing a multilateral system of governance involving combined efforts by all levels of government,
based on diversity, and with multi-agent governance in the case of the Basque Country.

Basque Country, headquarters of the Local 2030 coalition

The Local 2030 Coalition has consolidated its collaboration with the Basque Country through the
launch of its office in Bilbao during 2024.

This step will serve to extend its impact and progress towards the next phase: foster connections to
achieve systemic transformations and jointly define success in the localisation of the SDGs. This in-
cludes adding the SDGs to key global agendas such as the Conference on Financing for Development
and COP30. Looking ahead to the future, the focus is on effectively financing and monitoring localisa-
tion, with tools such as the Localisation Marker and local voluntary reviews focused on action.

Priority will likewise be given to decentralised cooperation, with the Basque model serving as an ex-
ample to extend good practice internationally, reasserting the commitment to collaboration and firm
alliances as essential resources in driving more inclusive and transformative sustainable development.

In February, meanwhile, Bilbao hosted the Coalition Retreat, attended by the directors of the 15 UN
agencies, where they worked together to draw up the draft management plan for the next 3 years

Presentation of the proposal to join the network of un Local2030 HUBS

This presentation was made within the context of the World Urban Forum (WUF) held in Cairo in No-
vember.

The Hub will provide resources, knowledge, strategies and innovative solutions to benefit other
cities and regions around the world, with the focus on strengthening the democratic system, em-
phasising:
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+ Collaborative governance, understood as a factor in territorial competitiveness.
* Cultural and linguistic diversity.
+ Funding of localisation through public-private partnership.

Culmination of the case study conducted by the OECD

The case study “A Territorial Approach to the Sustainable Development Targets in the Basque Country”
has now been completed by the OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities.

Incorporation of SDG 18 Linguistic and Cultural Diversity

The document “Incorporation of Goal 18 within the Basque Country 2030 Agenda. Dissemination
of targets for Goal 18 - Linguistic and Cultural Diversity” was approved in late 2023, leading to
initial inclusion of these targets within the planning and dissemination activities of numerous Basque
institutions.

The document will be completed in 2025 through a sectoral participatory process, with an international
roadmap being drawn up to allow this goal to be integrated within the global 2030 Agenda.
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The following pages set out those actions making a direct contribution
to the SDGs promoted by Basque Institutions during 2024.

Since these initiatives are practically countless, a set of transformative
initiatives has been selected for each SDG, illustrating