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INTERNATIONAL CORAL REEF  INITIATIVE

• ICRI is global partnership between Nations and organizations that 
strives to preserve coral reefs and re lated ecosystems around the 
world.

• Founded in 1994 by 8 nations: Australia , France, Japan, Jamaica, the 
Philippines, Sweden, United Kingdom, and the United States of 
America.

• The Initiative has over 100 members, 45 countries accounting for 
over 75% of the world's coral reefs.

• ICRI is currently chai red by the Saudi Arabia (The General 
Organization for the Conservation of Coral Reefs and Sea Turtles 
(SHAMS)). 



THREATS TO CORAL REEFS
Coral reefs are among the most vulnerable ecosystems on the 

planet to anthropogenic pressures, including global threats from 

ocean warming and ocean acidification, and local impacts from 

land-based pollution such as input of nutrients and sediments from 

agriculture, coastal development, marine pollution, and overfishing 

and destructive fishing practices

What we would lose if coral reefs continue to decline…

• Food and Fishing

• Coral reefs sustain the fish and shellfish populations that 

provide protein for 1 billion people. 

• Coral reefs are nurseries for many commercially valuable 

species.

• Coastal protection

• Coral reefs act as natural barriers that protect shorelines 

from storm damage by reducing wave energy by up to 

97%.

• Medicine

• Coral reefs have been described as the “medicine chests 

of the 21st century”, with more than half of all new cancer 

research focusing on marine organisms.



THE VALUE OF CORAL REEFS

Coral Reefs occur in over 100 countries and territories and are one 

of the most threatened ecosystems in the world, despite their 

immense value to the one billion people (13% of the global 

population) that depend on them for their livelihoods, food security, 

and coastal protection.

The value of goods and services provided by coral reefs is 

estimated at US$9.9 trillion per year. 

$9.9 TRILLION

In coral reef Tourism

$36 BILLION

The amount of GDP protected by coral reefs

$109 BILLION



INTERNATIONAL CORAL REEF  INITIATIVE
Driving Global Protection of Coral Reefs

#FORCORAL#FORCORAL

• Priority: Double reef protection under the Coral Reef 
Breakthrough, advocate for and align with the 30x30 
Initiative for 100% coral reef protection, and build capacity 
at all levels.

• Capacity Building: Enhance MPA management through ICRI’s 
ITMEMS program, a flagship activity of ICRI to enhance the 
management of MPAs globally.

• Key Actions: Organize capacity building activities (trainings 
and events), advocate for coral reefs at international events. 



INTERNATIONAL CORAL REEF  INITIATIVE
Scal ing Coral Reef Restorat ion

#FORCORAL#FORCORAL

• Approach: Prioritize passive restoration to harness natural 
recovery, complemented by active methods like coral 
nurseries and genetic studies.

• Target: Restore 30% of degraded reefs by 2030 under the 
Coral Reef Breakthrough.

• CORDAP: Leverage innovation and global expertise to 
enhance reef resilience.



INTERNATIONAL CORAL REEF  INITIATIVE
Financing Coral  Reef Conservation

#FORCORAL#FORCORAL

• Target: Mobilize $12B by 2030 to protect and restore coral 
reefs, addressing critical ecological and economic needs.

• Mechanisms: Promote innovative funding for coral reefs 
(bonds, biodiversity credits, debt swap for nature) and build 
capacity. 

• Valuation: Adopt initiatives like SHAMS’ World Bank project 
to quantify coral reef value for targeted investments.

• Partnerships: Collaborate with global financial entities to 
scale funding and drive long-term impact.



INTERNATIONAL CORAL REEF  INITIATIVE
Cal l to Action for UNOC

#FORCORAL#FORCORAL

• Protect: 100% of coral reefs by 2030 under 30x30 and 
double effective reef protection globally.

• Finance: Address the $12B funding gap with biodiversity 
credits, blue bonds, and partnerships.

• Restore: 30% of degraded reefs by 2030 with climate-smart 
solutions.

• Empower: Build capacity through ITMEMS and engage 
indigenous coastal communities, youth and women on 
coral reef conservation. 
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