Improving the integration of STI in development policy through capacity building for policy-makers

WS6 activities brief (1/11/2024)
The UN Interagency Task Team’s Workstream 6 (IATT WS6) on Capacity Building in STI for SDGs delivers training workshops aimed at developing nations, supporting policymakers and stakeholders in leveraging STI to achieve SDGs. Since it’s inception WS6 has engaged more than 1200 participants, form 94 countries of which 51.6% were female.
Current events include online training for Asia-Pacific officials scheduled for November 18-21, 2024, focusing on STI policy design, implementation, and evaluation. 
Some past events include:
Training Workshop for Latin America on Policies and Policy Instruments in Science, Technology, and Innovation for the SDGs: Held online from March 27 to 31, 2023, this workshop aimed to raise awareness and understanding of key aspects of STI policies and instruments, as well as innovation and entrepreneurship processes, and how they relate to the SDGs.
Capacity Building Workshop on STI Policy and Policy Instruments for SDGs for African Policymakers: On February 16 and 17, 2023, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, IATT WS6 organized a workshop targeting African policymakers.
Training for Tunisia and Arab States: From October 18 to 20, 2022, IATT WS6, in collaboration with the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), organized virtual training sessions on STI policies for policymakers and STI managers from Tunisia and other Arab States. 
Online Training Sessions on STI Policy and Policy Instruments for SDGs: Between June 28 and July 2, 2021, IATT WS6 conducted online training sessions aimed at building awareness and understanding of key aspects of STI policies and instruments, as well as innovation and entrepreneurship processes related to the SDGs. 
Workshop on STI for SDGs with the Southern African Development Community (SADC): From December 6 to 10, 2021, IATT WS6, in collaboration with SADC, organized a workshop focusing on STI policy and policy instruments for the SDGs. 
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WS6 is continuously developing its deliveries, materials and methodologies and has contributed to diverse fora such as the UN TFM STI Forup, the HLPF, and Open Science Forum (CILAC). Besides key agencies, WS6 strives to engage other stakeholders such as the EC JRC, GIZ, SU-SPRU, UCL and others.

Capacity building for policymakers through the Technology assessment project
The UNCTAD pilot project on TA in three African countries (Seychelles, South Africa and Zambia) aimed to build capacity among African countries in the practice of undertaking technology assessment. This tool assesses the likely economic, social and environmental impacts of adopting a technology that is relatively new to the country. It provides policymakers with evidence-based policy advice that will help to harness the benefits of technology adoption while mitigating the risks created by its adoption. The project used a multistakeholder process bringing together key stakeholders from government, academia, the private sector and civil society. The process promoted cross-ministry collaboration on STI with the Ministry of Energy actively involved in the assessment along with the Ministry of Technology and Science in Zambia. In Seychelles there was collaboration between the Ministry of Investment, Entrepreneurship and Industry and the Ministry of Agriculture, Climate Change and Environment. This type of collaboration builds  national STI capacity while simultaneously promoting wider integration of STI policy across government, and improving the integration of STI policy into development projects and wider national development planning. It effectively strengthens the ties with other ministries and improves the visibility and effectiveness of STI at the national level. This is important for support for financing for ministries and bodies in the country with oversight of STI policy.
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Panelists sharing views on STI policy capacity building and
its partnerships during the 2022 HLPF side event
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94 countries; 51.6% participants female

Where are the participants from?





