United Nations Interagency Task Team on Science, Technology, and Innovation for SDGs (IATT)
32nd Coordination meeting 
Summary
Tuesday, 15 Oct. 2024, 9:30am to 10:38am NY time (EDT)

Action points: 
· To organize a series of in-focused debriefings for IATT – one hour each for more in-depth discussions.
· To feature key events/initiatives/reports by IATT on the 10th STI Forum’s website. 
· To keep the momentum and provide opportunities for additional updates from IATT members, the next IATT meeting will be convened before the end of this year (shortly after the co-chairs to be appointed).

Astra Bonini (DESA)
· Pact Agreement and STI Focus: Astra highlighted the Pact of the Future has been finalized after multiple revisions, with STI playing a central role in the agreement. In particular, IATT has new opportunities to "promote coordination, coherence and cooperation within the United Nations system on STI related matters, enhancing synergy and efficiency, in particular to enhance capacity-building initiatives," and IATT workstreams can further explore those opportunities.
· Key Priorities in the Pact: She pointed out that the Pact focuses on using STI to benefit both people and the planet, emphasizing strengthening capacities, human rights, gender equality, and indigenous knowledge. These elements were new compared to past agreements.
· STI Chapter Highlights: The STI chapter includes actions that aim to enhance the capacities within the United Nations to support member states in leveraging STI for sustainable development. Action 33, which focuses on strengthening STI capacities within the UN, was noted as having great potential for IATT engagement.
· Next Steps: She mentioned upcoming meetings that would clarify how the Pact will be implemented. One of the next steps includes reflecting on how the 2025 STI Forum can advance issues raised in the Pact to support SDG implementation, and how the IATT work streams can support these goals.
· Future Events: She flagged FfD4, the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) in 2025 and the Second World Summit for Social Development as key upcoming spaces for STI to contribute to SDG advancement.
Angel Gonzalez Sanz (UNCTAD)
· CSTD and GDC: Angel briefed that there will be an intersessional meeting of the CTSD next week, in which the outcome of the Pact of the future and the GDC in particular will part of the discussions. Several IATT members are expected to be attending this meeting. Among the topics to be discussed is the GDC mandate for a CSTD working to formulate recommendations to the General Assembly on basic principles for data governance. The GDC requests that recommendations from the CSTD no later than the 2026 GA. This working group will be open to international organizations, and there is a push to keep the process inclusive and open to input from observers. The GDC also has new elements on human rights and AI governance that will be relevant for many UN agencies. 
· International Collaboration: Angel encouraged UN agencies and international organizations to submit input and participate in ongoing discussions, particularly in light of upcoming twenty-year review of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society.
 
Wei Liu (DESA)
· STI Forum 2025: The 10th STI Forum will be held from May 7 to 8, 2025, at the UN headquarters in New York. The 5 SDGs under review are  — SDG 3 (Health and Well-being), SDG 5 (Gender Equality), SDG 8 (Economic Growth and Decent Work), SDG 14 (Life Below Water), and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals). The theme for the 2025 STI Forum will be “Science, Technology, Innovation for Advancing Sustainable, Inclusive, and Evidence-based Solutions for the 2030 Agenda”, aligned with the High-Level Political Forum for Sustainable Development in July 2025. IATT suggestions for keynote speakers and high-impact sessions are welcome, as well as ideas for special events around the Forum. The liquidity situation will likely not change, so we may need to mobilize resources to have some events outside official hours.
· A call for written input, including policy briefs and case studies, will be launched. These documents, once peer-reviewed, will form the basis of policy briefs informing the STI Forum. The Secretariat will organize a sub-working groups for planning and organizing various sessions of the Forum.

MUNEENE Derrick (WHO)
· WHO’s Commitment: Derrick highlighted WHO's involvement in supporting the Pact and the Global Digital Compact. He expressed WHO’s commitment to contributing, especially in the areas of health-related SDGs (SDG 3) and ensuring science and technology are used effectively to achieve global health goals.
· Briefing and Awareness: He mentioned that WHO was preparing a briefing for its leadership to create greater awareness of the Pact and upcoming STI initiatives. He also requested to share the information related to today’s discussion with colleagues. 
Shaofeng Hu (UNESCO)
· International Decade of Science for Sustainable Development: UNESCO has been entrusted to lead implementing the International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development from 2023-2034. The key objectives are to advance scientific knowledge, create a science culture to leverage the SDG achievement. UNESCO is taking a decentralized, open approach and inviting all UN agencies and other stakeholders to engage and propose initiatives to contribute to the decade's goals. UNESCO invites all UN agencies and other stakeholders to participate in this process of science for all over the next decade.
· Five Key Outcomes:
· Outcome 1: The global community is empowered through scientific literacy. 
· Outcome 2: Actionable scientific knowledge is produced and used to accelerate progress towards the SDGs, in alignment with human rights. 
· Outcome 3: Basic sciences are advanced through global collaborative research initiatives. 
· Outcome 4: Open science is widely and equitably used to democratize scientific processes and access to scientific knowledge. 
· Outcome 5: National innovation systems are transformed, in order to respond better to the needs of science and society.
· Engagement Framework: He described how UNESCO has developed an open, decentralized framework for the implementation of the Science Decade, inviting partners from UN agencies, governments, and the private sector to contribute to the initiative.
Victor Konde (UN Economic Commission for Africa)
· STI4SDGs Roadmaps Workshop in Addis Ababa: The recent DESA/ECA workshop focused on building capacity and exploring resources for implementing STI for SDG roadmaps. Key issues discussed included strengthening innovation ecosystems, mobilizing diverse resources beyond just funding, ensuring inclusive participation, and leveraging data and emerging technologies like AI. Recommendations included exploring a global STI trust fund and facilitating more public-private partnerships.
· The workshop emphasized the importance of innovation ecosystems, with particular attention to funding, human resources, and institutional resources. He noted that fostering these ecosystems is essential for advancing STI initiatives that contribute to achieving the SDGs.  It was highlighted the use of data, including satellite data and artificial intelligence, as tools that can assist in implementing STI initiatives for sustainable development. He cited examples of how AI has been used to improve traffic flow and reduce environmental impacts. He emphasized that the workshop proposed creating a global STI trust fund to better support the implementation of SDG-related STI projects, noting that existing resources were not sufficient. He also emphasized the need for stronger public-private partnerships.
· Upcoming Events: He invited participants to the Africa Regional Science Technology Innovation Forum, scheduled for April 2025 in Kampala, Uganda.
Michael Keenan (OECD)
· STI Policy Database: The OECD and European Commission are developing a new platform to collect and make openly available data on STI policy initiatives of international organizations. This database would collect information on policy measures by international organizations related to science and technology. They are looking to collaborate with the UN system to design the data model and collection process for this new database. This initiative monitors the STI policies of around 60 countries, OECD members, and another 25 countries, such as China, Brazil, and India. Currently there are about 8,000 policies collected. The idea is that we would extend this national policy collection now to collecting information on policy measures or support measures of international organizations that are targeted towards STI policy. 
· Collaboration: He emphasized the importance of collaboration with other UN agencies and organizations to design the database and gather data effectively. The goal is to launch the platform by next year, leveraging existing technology to collect, analyze, and share STI policy data. The team must find the next steps quickly, as this is planned to launch Fall of next year. They will continue the conversation with DESA for jointly planning for next steps. 
Tanya Keusen (UN Office for Outer Space Affairs)
· UN Space Coordination: UN-Space, the inter-agency mechanism aimed at enhancing coordination of space-related activities within the United Nations system, to which UNOOSA acts as secretariat, will hold its 43rd session on 28 and 31 October 2024, in New York. Topics on the agenda include, inter alia, improving coordination in obtaining and sharing commercial satellite imagery across the United Nations system and space sustainability efforts within different organizations and all UN entities are encouraged to participate.
· Training and Partnerships: She highlighted collaboration with NASA to deliver training on space technologies. The demand for these training sessions has been high, and future sessions are being planned.
· Future Activities: Tanya also noted that UN Space will hold an open session in November and is working on a publication with the FAO on leveraging space technology for agricultural development and food security.
  
Antonio Vezzani (UNCTAD)
· G20 Research and Innovation Initiatives: Antonio provided an update on G20 activities, particularly the elevation of research and innovation as official working group topics. He discussed strategies related to diversity, equity, and inclusion, and mentioned that South Africa’s G20 presidency will focus on open innovation.
· G20's Focus Areas: He mentioned that G20 will continue to work on advancing open innovation strategies, with a focus on diversity, equity, and inclusion as promoted by UNESCO.

Q and A: FfD4
· IAEA reiterated support and engagement in the IATT’s work and collaborations.
· In response to OECD’s enquires, Wei briefed that DESA and UNCTAD are co-organizing a side event during the briefing days for FfD4. Attendance is mostly virtual, and anyone is welcome to join. Dates for the event revolve around 28 October or 29 October and this will be an in-focused STI discussion in advance of FfD4, and more information will be provided soon.




Annex I: Agenda
1) Secretariat’s updates
a) Pact of the Future – STI chapter 
b) FfD4 
c) 2025 STI Forum
d) CSTD 
2) Briefing and Updates by IATT members
a) Briefing by UNESCO on International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development
b) Briefing by ECA on Workshop on Building Capacity and Exploring Resources for implementing STI4SDGs Roadmaps, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, organized by DESA and ECA
c) OECD on STIP Compass Initiative
d) Others
3) Other matters and looking ahead
a) Next meeting date
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Annex III: Weblinks shared via chat during the Meeting

The tenth annual Multi-Stakeholder Forum on Science, Technology and Innovation for the SDGs (STI Forum) will be held from Wednesday, 7 May, to Thursday, 8 May 2025. https://sdgs.un.org/tfm/STIForum2025

Workshop on Building Capacity and Exploring Resources for implementing STI4SDGs Roadmaps, Oct. 08-09, 2024, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia by DESA and ECA
https://sdgs.un.org/events/workshop-building-capacity-and-exploring-resources-implementing-sti4sdgs-roadmaps-56195
 
The next UN-Space meeting (43rd session) will be held on 31 October in NY/HQ. See: https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/un-space/iam/43rd-session.html.

OECD STIP Compass website: https://stip.oecd.org/stip/

G20 focuses on open innovation for sustainable development:
https://www.g20.org/en/news/g20-focuses-on-open-innovation-for-sustainable-development-according-to-a-historic-statement
