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Why engage stakeholders in the 
2030 Agenda implementation 

and follow up?



Why engage?

Provision of technical inputs, data

Connecting perspectives from different sectors on SDG 
implementation, LNOB

Good practices and pilot initiatives that can be scaled up

Support in the definition of priorities and next steps

Strengthening dialogue and partnerships partnerships



SDG Knowledge

• engagement through coordination and governance 
structures that support 2030 Agenda implementation; 

• outreach and awareness-raising; 

• through the development of national priorities for 
implementation and follow up; 

• consultations and engagement on VNRs; and 

• engagement through partnerships with non-state actors. 

Countries tend 
to report on 
stakeholder 
engagement 

in five key 
ways: 

Stakeholders 
and VNRs



How to 
engage?

Broad engagement and consultations

Tailored approaches

Focus Groups

Expert support

Submission of inputs

Review of drafts

Forward looking discussions
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https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/mgos


Budget Engagement Plan

Stakeholder 
Mapping

TEMPLATES



ONLINE CONSULTATIONS

• Management of high 
number of inputs

• Public access to inputs

• Summaries

More: https://sdgs.un.org/stakeholders#resources 

Timor Leste (2023) – Snapshot of stakeholder survey tool used to get 
inputs from stakeholders at different stages of the VNR process.

https://sdgs.un.org/stakeholders#resources


Awareness Raising
• Efforts to raise awareness about the SDGs within 

the country, including through activities targeting 
specific and/or more vulnerable groups.

• Timor Leste (2023) - Collaborated with the UN 
in sensitization events targeting journalists

• Gabon (2022) - NGOs conducted awareness-
raising activities in several cities and among 
young people in schools to build ownership 
towards sustainable development. 

• Eswatini, Malawi, Netherlands (2022): 
translated the SDGs and related documents 
into subnational languages

• Colombia (2021) – Efforts to raise awareness of 
local elections candidates about the 2030 
Agenda.

Timor Leste VNR report (2023)

Colombia VNR report (2021)

Netherlands VNR report (2022)



Online Platforms

• To compile stakeholders' commitments and contributions:

• Belgium (2023) - https://www.sdgs.be/en 

• Switzerland (2022) www.SDGital2030.ch

• Fiji (2023) – https://solevaka.org/ 

https://www.sdgs.be/en
http://www.sdgital2030.ch/
https://solevaka.org/


Engaging with established networks 
(umbrella organizations)
• Representation

• Self-organization

• Coordinated inputs

• Different Sectors

EU (2023): collaborated with the EESC – the core platform 
representing the EU’s civil society, in a broad consultation 
process focusing on the achievements and challenges of 
implementing the SDGs.  

Guyana (2023) – Youth Advisory Council established by the 
President.

Sweden (2021) - the government and stakeholders’ networks 
facilitated consultations with the private sector, local 
governments, trade unions and others

Guyana VNR (2023)



Sectorial 
Engagement

• Private Sector – Global 
Compact National Networks 
(Chile, 2023 - first Voluntary 
Business Report for Sustainable 
Development) 

• Youth – UNICEF U-Report 
methodology (Bosnia & 
Herzegovina (2023) Lesotho, 
Malawi, Montenegro (2022)

• UN Country Teams – Bahrain, 
Cambodia, CAR, Kuwait, 
Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Tanzania, 
Zambia (2023)

• Local Governments – 
Zambia (2023) – local 
governments associations, 
Cote D’Ivoire, Sudan 
(2022), Chile (2023) – sub-
national consultations.

• Others: 

• Media (Djibouti, 
Kazakhstan, Somalia, 
2022)

• Universities: Open call 
for projects (Italy, 
222),Provision of data, 
analysis (Iceland, 
2023).

12Document mentioned in Chile’s VNR 
report (2023)

Cambodia VNR report (2023

Sectorial 
Engagement
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Naiara Costa
naiara.costa@un.org Thank you
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