Report of the Secretary-General “Towards the achievement of sustainable development:
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, including through
sustainable consumption and production, building on Agenda 21”

Draft Outline
1. Introduction

In its resolution 78/1510f 14 December 2023, the General Assembly requested the Secretary-
General to submit to the General Assembly at its seventy-ninth session a report on the
implementation of the present resolution, with a particular focus on the state of play with regard
to sustainable consumption and production and the application and promotion thereof, taking
into account the impacts of, response to and recovery from COVID-19, and to recommend
concrete actions to implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in this regard.

In the same resolution, the General Assembly decided to include in the provisional agenda of its
seventy-ninth session, under the item entitled “Sustainable development”, the sub-item entitled

“Towards the achievement of sustainable development: implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, including through sustainable consumption and production, building

on Agenda 21
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I1. Promoting sustainable consumption patterns for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, building on Agenda 21

A. Follow-up of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

This section will provide an overview of the status 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
built on Agenda 21, which recognizes that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions,
including extreme poverty is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for
sustainable development.
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B. Sustainable Consumption and Production

Taking into account the impact of the global COVID-19 pandemic, this section will focus on the
central role of Goal 12 on sustainable consumption and production as a cross-cutting goal
supporting the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, recognizing that eradicating poverty,
changing unsustainable and promoting sustainable patterns of consumption and production and
protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and social development are the
overarching objectives of and essential requirements for sustainable development.

1t will refer to progress achieved in making fundamental changes in the way societies consume
and produce goods and services through the transition to sustainable economic and business
models that promote sustainable consumption and production patterns as well as enabling
policies, policies, frameworks, partnerships, technological innovation and instruments that
improve resource efficiency and the sustainable management of natural resources, including
water-use efficiency, reduce waste, promote life-cycle approaches, encourage approaches such
as the circular economy, life cycle and other approaches, ass appropriate and taking into
account national circumstance and capacities, enable consumers to make sustainable
consumption choices, mainstream sustainability practices, encourage sustainable and
environmentally sound bio-based products and increase resilience across all sectors of the
economy, which will contribute to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable
Development Goals, in particular SDG 12. It will also take consider the important role of private
sector in prompting and utilizing sustainable practices.

1t will also explore sustainable consumption and production approaches, in which products and
materials are designed in such a way that they can be reused, remanufactured or recycled and
therefore retained in the economy for as long as possible, along with the resources of which they



are made, the generation of waste is avoided or minimized, and greenhouse gas emissions are
prevented or reduced.

8 SME Finance Forum. 2024. MSME Financing Gap. Washington, D.C. U.S.A.
° Benni, N. 2021. Protecting livelihoods: Linking agricultural insurance and social protection. Rome, FAO
1 FAOQ. 2019. Women's access to rural finance: Challenges and opportunities. Rome, FAO
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United Nations Development Systems’ support for the implementation of SDG 12.

This sub-section will provide concrete examples of actions and initiatives being taken across the
UN system in support of the implementation of the present resolution.

1t will also include commitments and initiatives that provide tools for action on sustainable
consumption and production, such as the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable
Consumption and Production Patterns and its new Global Strategy on Sustainable Consumption
and Sustainable Patterns.
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D. Financing for Development

This section will address the challenges of financing for development as envisaged in the Addis
Ababa Action Agenda, including financing the shift to sustainable consumption and production.

1t will also explore policy options that incentivize and attract private sector finance and adjust
national public and private financial systems to mobilize resources for sustainable investment at
the national and regional levels.

19 https://www.unfoodsystemshub.org/docs/unfoodsystemslibraries/fss-community/chapter-2/food-finance-
architecture-(1).pdf?sfvrsn=ae768a97 1

20 FAOQ, UNDP, UNEP. A multi-billion-dollar opportunity — Repurposing agricultural support to transform
food systems. Rome, Italy
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21 FAO. 2024. Repurposing domestic public support to agriculture, Rome, Italy

22 Van Niewkopp, M. 2024. Financing the agrifood system transformation — There is no lack of money to do it.
Washington, D.C., the World Bank

23 Benni, 2024. Promoting inclusive green finance in agriculture — Selected case studies. Rome, Italy
[FORTHCOMING]

24 World Benchmarking Alliance. 2023. 2023 Food and Agriculture Benchmark. Amsterdam, the Netherlands.
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E. Strengthening Science-Policy Interface

This section will assess the current state of scientific knowledge on sustainable development.
innovative approaches to sustainability science, digital technologies.

B FAO
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1t will refer to initiatives to harness science, technology and innovation, including new and
emerging technologies, including through scaling up the use of open science, affordable and
open-source technology, research and development to accelerate the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals including SDG 12.

1t will also explore initiatives from the international community to support developing countries
in strengthening their scientific and technological capacity to move towards more sustainable
patterns of consumption and production.




F. Partnerships for Sustainable Development

This section will examine the role of multi-stakeholder and cross-disciplinary partnerships as
means of implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

1t will refer to partnerships at all levels, including with the United Nations system and
international financial system, to advance innovative pathways to achieving sustainable
consumption and production.

This section also will refer to partnerships that contribute to resource efficiency, sustainable
management of natural resources, reduce waste, and increase resilience across all sectors of the
economy, which will contribute to SDG 12 and 2030

1t will also address the imperative of leaving no one behind by supporting countries to implement
sustainability practices through joint delivery.
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II1. Conclusions

This section will refer to policy implications necessary to achieve implementation of sustainable
consumption and production as a cross-cutting goal to achievement 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.
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