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Driving the national transformations we need:
lessons from the Global Sustainable Development
Report

10 July 2024, 08.30 AM - 10.30 AM (EDT) (virtually)

Organized by UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Division for Sustainable
Development Goals (DESA/DSDG), in collaboration the UN Development
Coordination Office and UN Development Programme

Background

Eight years after the adoption of the 2030 Agenda, the data showed a general lack of progress in
reaching the SDGs—whether on national, regional, or global scales. The 2023 Global Sustainable
Development Report (GSDR) written by an independent group of scientists attributed this in part to
insufficient understanding of interactions between Goals and Targets. and underlined that
implementation of the 2030 Agenda could not be achieved without taking a systemic approach to the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

The report called for identifying and harnessing synergies, where actions to achieve Goals and
Targets mutually reinforce each other, while managing trade-offs, where actions to achieve one Goal
or Target may be detrimental to progress in other areas.

Given the complexity of implementing the 2030 Agenda, the evidence in the Global Sustainable
Development Report aligns with the work of various United Nations organizations and panels, as well
as a wide range of networks and institutions including the Sustainable Development Solutions
Network (SDSN), the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), the Stockholm
Environment Institute (SEI), Southern Voice, Future Earth and many others, that advocate systems
thinking! to accelerate progress on the SDGs, maximizing co-benefits and minimizing trade-offs. This
body of research identifies key systems that are interlinked and complex where multiple SDGs are
integrated, and where interventions can be highly impactful. The 2019 and 2023 GSDRs, synthesize
this analysis and propose six systems, or “entry points,” where transformation will accelerate
progress on the 2030 Agenda. They are:

1. Strengthening human well-being and capabilities;

Shifting towards sustainable and just economies;

Building sustainable food systems and healthy nutrition patterns;
Achieving energy decarbonization with universal access to energy;
Promoting sustainable urban and peri-urban development; and

6. Securing the global environmental commons.
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Synthesizing existing scholarship including from GSDR 2019 and 2023, and reflecting Member State
priorities, the UN Sustainable Development Group (UNSDG) identified six systems or “Transitions,”

1 This note assumes the straightforward definition of System Thinking used by colleagues in UNESCAP: “a way of approaching complex
issues by acknowledging them as an interlinked network of subsystems and elements.”



https://sdghelpdesk.unescap.org/sustainability-outlook-tool#:~:text=Systems%20and%20Frameworks-,System%20Thinking%20is%20a%20way%20of%20approaching%20complex%20issues%20by,of%20different%20disciplines%20and%20backgrounds.

areas where policy interventions and strategic investments can have compounding benefits across
the SDGs2:

Food systems

Energy access and affordability

Digital connectivity

Education

Jobs and social protection

Climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution
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The specific systems for action will vary according to national contexts and policy priorities.
However, the systems-thinking approaches described in the GSDR will be relevant regardless of
which transitions are prioritized or the precise nature of interlinkages in different contexts.

In addition to synthesizing evidence in support of systemic approaches to the SDGs, the 2023 GSDR
presents evidence of effective actions that can help policymakers advance key transformations. The
report finds that transformations are not linear and interventions to drive transformations need to
be matched to different phases. The institutions, innovations, policies and other drivers move
through three phases - emergence, acceleration and stabilization, taking the shape of an S-curve (see
below). Acceleration occurs when a tipping point is crossed, and the intervention takes hold and
scales up rapidly. These acceleration dynamics can be seen, for instance, in the adoption of
sustainable technologies and practices such as renewables, electric vehicles, sustainable agriculture,
progress towards universal health coverage, and other whole-of-society shifts. These acceleration
dynamics are also driven by the mix of policy levers that increase the likelihood of reaching tipping
points (e.g. price parity for new technologies). However, success is far from guaranteed, and different
pathways are possible including lock-in, breakdown or collapse. Impediments must be identified so
that unsustainable pathways can also be destabilized.
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2 UNSDG (2023). Six Transitions: Investment Pathways to Deliver the SDGs, Available at https://unsdg.un.org/resources/six-transitions-
investment-pathways-deliver-sdgs



https://unsdg.un.org/resources/six-transitions-investment-pathways-deliver-sdgs
https://unsdg.un.org/resources/six-transitions-investment-pathways-deliver-sdgs

Challenge and objective

Systems thinking and advancing key transitions will require new capacities for all—for governments
in the Global North and Global South as well as the UN System itself and other partners. The UN stands
ready to support countries as they grapple with systemic transformations needed to achieve the
SDGs. The S-curve of transformation, and the interventions suggested in the GSDR 2023 for each
phase, can help governments think strategically about policy and investment decisions that are
context specific, reflecting national and local priorities and realities.

The current session will explore the lessons of the GSDR and share experiences of putting these
lessons into practice, coming from policy-makers, UN system practitioners, civil society leaders, and
members of the IGS.

Solutions

Governments, research institutes, UN entities, and civil society organizations have begun to
operationalize the calls for action in the GSDR, taking a systems approach to national or strategic
planning. In some cases, the systems approach is shaping governance structures or institutional
arrangements (ie through horizontal or vertical integration), and in others, through the integration
of policy or research agendas. Organizations are also communicating the importance of a systems
approach through online learning courses and practitioner networks.

The current session will provide opportunities for peer learning and exchange across a variety of
institutions and will be inclusive of efforts and initiatives that are at very different stages and levels
of maturity.

Format and audience

The session will consist of a series of dialogues between members of the Independent Group of
Scientists and policymakers, UN system practitioners, and civil society representatives. The
dialogues will appeal to a wide range of SDG practitioners from government, academia and civil
society, and the audience will be given ample opportunities to intervene, ask questions and share
short examples, in a “lightning talk” format.

Resources
e 2023 GSDR https://sdgs.un.org/gsdr/gsdr2023

e Overview of the UNSDG Six Transitions https://unsdg.un.org/resources/six-transitions-
investment-pathways-deliver-sdgs

More and registration

For more information and to sign up to attend, please visit:
https://sdgs.un.org/2024 /SDGsinPractice



https://sdgs.un.org/gsdr/gsdr2023
https://unsdg.un.org/resources/six-transitions-investment-pathways-deliver-sdgs
https://unsdg.un.org/resources/six-transitions-investment-pathways-deliver-sdgs
https://sdgs.un.org/2024/SDGsinPractice

Contact

For any questions, please contact the session organizer Ms. Stephanie Rambler, UN DESA/DSDG
(rambler@un.org).

Programme

08:30 - 08:35 AM Welcome and overview

- Ms. Stephanie Rambler, Senior Sustainable Development Officer, Division for
Sustainable Development Goals (DSDG), UN DESA

08:35-09:00 AM The Global Sustainable Development Report (GSDR) transformation
framework

(moderator: Ms. Stephanie Rambler)

e  Ms. Astra Bonini, Chief, Integrated Policy Analysis Branch, Division for
Sustainable Development Goals, UN DESA

e Dr. Shirin Malek Pour, Associate Professor, Monash Sustainable
Development Institute, Monash University, Member of the 2023
Independent Group of Scientists (IGS) for the GSDR

09:00 - 09:30 AM GSDR in conversation with policy makers
(moderator: Mr. Jurgen Gafke, Senior Program Management Officer, DSDG, UN DESA)

e Dr. Saidou Hamadou Theophile and Mr Armand Josue Bilong, Ministry of
Planning, Cameroon

e  Ms. Taru Savolainen, Deputy Secretary-General for the Commission on
Sustainable Development, Office of the Prime Minister, Finland

Relevant lessons from GSDR

e Dr. Parfait Eloundou-Enyegue, Professor, Department of Global
Development, Cornell University, Member of the 2019 IGS

e Dr. Eeva Furman, Secretary General of the Finnish Commission on
Sustainable Development, Member of the 2019 IGS

09:30 - 10:15 AM GSDR in conversation with UN System initiatives
(moderator: Ms. Stephanie Rambler)
SDG Push
e  Ms. Laurel Patterson, UNDP
e Ms. Alka Bhatia, Resident Representative Namibia, UNDP
The High Impact Initiatives
e Mr. Babatunde Abidoye for the Power of Data
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e Ms. Doreen Lynn Robinson for Nature Driving Economic Transformation
Accelerating transitions through support to the Resident Coordinator System

e  Mr. Gonzalo Pizarro, Development Coordination Office

e Ms. Marta Cali, Joint SDG Fund
Relevant lessons from GSDR

e Ms. Nyovani Madise, Director of Research for Sustainable Development
Policies, African Institute for Development Policy, 2023 IGS

e  Dr. Ambuj Sagar, Deputy Director and the Vipula and Mahesh Chaturvedi
Professor of Policy Studies at the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi, 2023
IGS

10:15-10:30 AM Questions from the audience, and final thoughts

e Moderated by Ms. Stephanie Rambler

SDGs in Practice

The SDG Learning, Training and Practice (or SDGs in Practice for short) is a series of capacity-
building and knowledge-learning training sessions focused on essential topics related to the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, held annually as a Special Event
in the margins of the United Nations High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development.

The training sessions are facilitated by the New York Office of the United Nations Institute for
Training and Research (UNITAR) and the Division for Sustainable Development Goals of the United
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA).

The SDG in Practice aims to:

- Facilitate the acquisition by a wide range of practitioners of knowledge and skills needed for
the implementation of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

- Foster networking opportunities, encouraging the sharing of experiences and collaboration
among peers.

- Provide insights into practical actions, tools, and innovative solutions for SDG
implementation.



