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G REAT  PRO G RESS A C HIEVED, BUT…

Poverty  Estimates 

(Bourguignon and Morrisson, 2002)

GDP Per Capita

(World Bank Data)

Poverty  Rates 

(World Bank Data)

Source: Bourguignon and Morrisson, 2002, and World Bank’s World Development Indicators



WE LIVE  IN THE ERA  O F THE A NTHRO PO C ENE

Source: Human Development Report 2020

SO C IA L A ND ENVIRO NMENTA L 

IMBA LA NC ES A RE MUTUA LLY 

REINFO RC ING

Extreme weather events and the rise of 

zoonotic pathogens—those that have the 

ability to jump from animals to people—are 

two examples.



IN THE A NTHRO PO C ENE, BUILDING  RESILIENC E BEC O MES 

INEX TRIC A BLE FRO M MA KING  PRO G RESS IN PO VERTY 

REDUC T IO N
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The Report will 

focus on how 

building  resilience 

to leverage the 

potential of LA C . 
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A is more

Resilient than B

*The concept originates in the scientific literature referring to ecosystems.

Source: IPC C
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A SSETS DETERMINE THE A BILITY OF HOUEHO LDS TO  GENERATE 

INC O ME, A S WELL A S THEIR CA PA C ITY TO  WITHSTA ND SHO C KS

ASSETS 

ACCUMULATION
INTENSITY 

OF USE
RETURNS TRANSFERS

INCOME 

GENERATION 

CAPACITY

HUMA N 

CA PITA L

PHYSIC A L 

CA PITA L

FINA NC IA L 

CA PITA L

SO C IA L 

CA PITA L

NA T URA L 

CA PITA L

FIVE  TYPES 

O F A SSETS

Source: López-C alva, Luis F.; Rodríguez-C astelán, Carlos. 2016. 



Extreme weather 

is increasing the 

number of people 

experiencing food 

insecurity
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Source: 2023 Report of the Lancet Countdown.

Note: The graph displays the Change in the share of the population reporting moderate or severe food insecurity due to

change in heatwave days and drought months occurring during the growth season of four major crops (maize, rice,

sorghum, and wheat), compared to 1981-2010.

Change in the share of the population reporting  food insecurity  due to extreme 

weather affecting  major crops
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Heat-related 

mortality has 

increased due 

to changes in 

temperature
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Source: 2023 Report of the Lancet Countdown.

Note: The graph displays the percent change in annual heat-related deaths of adults over 65 years old in 2018-2022

compared to 2000-2004.

Change in heat-related mortality  due to temperature increases 
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Excessive heat is 

reducing household labor 

hours, particularly in 

agriculture
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Source: 2023 Report of the Lancet Countdown.

Potential Hours of Labour Lost A nnually  Due to Heat Exposure by Sector

Heat stress will affect millions of 

women who make up the majority of 

workers in subsistence agriculture.
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Extreme weather is 

affecting the returns of 

agricultural yields and 

households’ welfare

Falling coffee production returns have led 

to crop abandonment and migration. By 

2050, rising temperatures could reduce 

suitable coffee-growing areas by 50%

Source: IADB (2019)
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https://www.iadb.org/en/story/most-unexpected-effect-climate-change


BUILDING  RESILIENC E FRO M A  HO USEHO LD 

PERSPEC T IVE  WO ULD INC LUDE:

10

SOC IA L

PRO T EC T IO N 

SYST EMS T HAT  

RESPO ND TO RISK
(Protect the 

accumulation of assets)

IMPRO VE 

A C C ESS TO 

A SSET S 
(i.e. Phy sical, financial, 

social, natural) 

INVEST  IN 

RESILIENC E 

BUILDING  

T EC HNO LO G IES
(i.e. early  warning sy stems, 

smart infrastructure)

TRANSFERS

FO C US ON 

NAT URE-BA SED 

SOLUT IO NS
(protect, manage & restore 

ecosy stems while 

promoting wellbeing)



11

RETHINK INST ITUT IO NA L A RRA NG EMENTS 

TO  BUILD RESILIENC E

Public Sphere

Social Policy

Environmental Policy

Social Development

Budget

Private Sector

Community

Disaster Risk Management

Housing

Energy

Minerals

Other institutions
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THA NK YO U

@almudenaf
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PA RT  2: 
What you see as being  important priorities to make sure 

that we do not see increases in poverty  (or slower 

poverty  reduction) as we make progress on climate 

goals



The world is transitioning  towards a low -carbon and climate-resilient 

economy , but these changes disproportionately  affect the poor.
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 Clean energy is critical for addressing both climate change and poverty, offering solutions that benefit 

society at large (UN, 2024).

 Climate-related hazards are forecasted to drive poverty and internal displacement:

o By 2050, an estimated 17 million people in Latin America and the Caribbean could be internally 

displaced due to climate disruptions (World Bank, 2021).

o In Central America, there could be 3.9 million internal migrants by 2050 due to climate change-

related situations such as water scarcity, low crop productivity, and rising sea levels (IO M).

 Environmental transitions must be inclusive to effectively alleviate poverty and foster sustainable 

development.

o Based on their circumstances, countries should pursue diverse transition paths aligned with the 

1.5°C temperature goal (European Council, 2023).

 Achieving poverty reduction and climate goals requires innovative finance mechanisms (European 

Council, 2023):

o These include debt buy-backs, trusted carbon markets, and biodiversity-credit markets to fund 

resilience-building efforts, as well as mobilizing private sector funds.

https://www.un.org/en/un-chronicle/navigating-intersection-climate-action-clean-energy-and-poverty-eradication
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/09/13/climate-change-could-force-216-million-people-to-migrate-within-their-own-countries-by-2050
https://rosanjose.iom.int/es/blogs/como-influye-el-medio-ambiente-y-el-cambio-climatico-en-las-migraciones-en-america-central-y-del-norte
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/european-council/president/news/2023/06/23/20230622-op-ed-on-green-transition/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/european-council/president/news/2023/06/23/20230622-op-ed-on-green-transition/
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How do we do this in an age of fragmentation? 

WE A G REE MO RE THA N WE THINK

REA LITY

69% of the world’s 

population w illing  to make 

personal financial 

commitments to climate 

action

PERC EPT IO N

Source: Human Development Report 23/24
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TO DAY’S CHA LLENG ES DEMA ND A  

RETHINKING  O F O UR A PPRO A C H TO  

DEVELO PMENT



Three mechanisms of change to promote human 

development by eliminating planetary pressures

NAT URE-BA SED 

SO LUT IO NS

NEW SO C IA L 

NO RMS A ND 

VA LUES

INC ENT IVES 

A ND RULES

17Source: Human Development Report 2020

• In finance, so that resources 

are directed toward 

investments that reduce 

planetary pressures; 

• In prices, so that they better 

capture social and 

environmental costs; and 

• In collective action, especially 

at the international level

• Positive feedback loops can help 

accelerate change and stabilize 

new normative states (i.e. Tobacco 

norms) .

• A first step is to expand choices 

available to people (such as 

renewable energy sources and 

multimodal transportation 

networks)

• Actions to protect, 

sustainably  manage and 

restore ecosy stems while 

simultaneously promoting 

wellbeing.

• They often rely on the 

participation and initiative of 

indigenous peoples and 

local communities.



Building nature-

based human 

development
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Source: Human Development Report 2020

NAT URE-BA SED SOLUT IO NS A ND T HE PO T ENT IA L FO R A 

VIRT UO US CYC LE BET WEEN PEO PLE A ND PLA NET



Decoupling economic 

growth from carbon 

emissions is critical to 

reducing poverty while 

protecting the 

environment
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Average rising carbon intensity (kg of fossil CO2 

emissions per $1, 2017 PPP) per one percentage point 

GDP growth in the 52 countries experiencing continuously 

rising carbon intensity alongside consistent economic 

growth 2021-2023, globally and by income group (left 

panel) and by region (right panel).

In 80 percent of the poorest countries, 66 

percent of LMICs, and 18 percent of UMIC s 

that are grow ing, fossil carbon emissions 

are increasing  as their economies expand.

Source: UNDP - Growth without gains



GRO WTH IS A  PRE -C O NDIT IO N, BUT  IT  IS A  

MEA NS, NO T  AN END
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