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• The Sustainable Development Goals are often cited as the roadmap and blueprint towards recovery

• There is a need to strengthen multilateralism and partnerships to address the goals

• We need integrated and multi-dimensional solutions to tackle the multi-dimensional global 
challenges

• The 2030 Agenda has already made significant achievements at national level
• Creating space for stakeholders
• Changing the normative thinking about sustainable development
• Bringing in an integrated approach

• Our Common Agenda – realignment, fit for purpose and strengthening of multilateralism

• The SDG Summit in September 2023 will serve as mid-point review of the 2030 Agenda
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The VNRs: Some Numbers
V O L U N T A R Y  N A T I O N A L  R E V I E W S

329 VNRs have been conducted to date

• 22 in 2016, 43 in 2017, 46 in 2018, 47 in 2019, 47 in 2020, 42
in 2022, 44 in 2022 and 39 in 2023

188 countries have presented VNRs with 123 countries having
conducted more than one VNR. The European Union conducted
a voluntary review in 2023.

9 countries have not yet presented a VNR

65 countries have presented 1 VNR, 107 countries have

presented 2 VNRs, 14 countries have 3 VNRs and 2 country
have 4 VNRs.

38 countries will present their VNRs in 2024. Link to VNR Database: https://hlpf.un.org/countries 

https://hlpf.un.org/countries


3

38 VNR presenters at the 2024 HLPF 
Number of Times  
Presenting/Region

1st Time 
(2)

2nd time
 (19)

3rd Time 
(13)

4th Time 
(5)

Africa (15) South Sudan Congo (Republic of the), Equatorial 
Guinea, Eritrea, Guinea, Libya, 
Mauritania, Mauritius, South Africa

Chad, Kenya, Namibia, Uganda, 
Zimbabwe

Sierra Leone

Asia Pacific (10) Yemen Micronesia (Federated States of), 
Oman, Palau, Samoa, Solomon 
Islands, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Vanuatu

Lao PDR, Nepal, 

Eastern Europe (3) Armenia, Georgia, Azerbaijan

Latin America and 
the Caribbean  (8)

Belize, Brazil, Ecuador, Costa Rica, Honduras, Peru, Colombia, Mexico

Western Europe and 
Other Groups  (2)

Austria Spain
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High-level Political Forum for Sustainable 
Development

F O L L O W  A N D  R E V I E W  O F  T H E  2 0 3 0  A G E N D A

The HLPF has a “central role in overseeing a network of follow-up and review processes at the global level” (2030 
Agenda, paragraph 82). The HLPF is convened each year in July  under the auspices of ECOSOC and presided over by 
the President of ECOSOC. VNRs are part of the follow-up and review process of the 2030 Agenda.

Theme of the 2024 HLPF will be "Reinforcing the 2030 Agenda and eradicating poverty in times of multiple crises: 
the effective delivery of sustainable, resilient and innovative solutions”. (A/DEC/77/553)

SDGs under in-depth: Goal 1; Goal 2; Goal 13; Goal 16; Goal 17. However, VNR reports should cover all of the SDGs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The HLPF in July 2024 will be the first HLPF under the auspices of ECOSOC after the 2023 SDG Summit . The 2024 HLPF will support the implementation of the Political Declaration and other outcomes of the SDG Summit for advancing the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs.The HLPF in July 2024 will be the first HLPF under the auspices of ECOSOC after the 2023 SDG Summit . The 2024 HLPF will support the implementation of the Political Declaration and other outcomes of the SDG Summit for advancing the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs.

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4005535?ln=en
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VNR presentations at the HLPF
Timing (TBD):

First timers:
15 minutes for presentation 
Q&A time tbc

Second and third timers: 
• 10 minutes for presentation 

Q&A time tbc

Format:
The panel format: presentations are held sequentially; when all the 
presenters participating in the session have presented, questions are asked 
of all the presenters. The usual practice is for each country to receive 2-3 
questions. Once all the questions have been posed, the presiding office 
(President/Vice-President of ECOSOC) gives each country the opportunity to 
make brief responses.

The individual format: a country makes its presentation, followed by 
questions.

V O L U N T A R Y  N A T I O N A L  R E V I E W S
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Voluntary National Reviews at 2024 HLPF
• VNR countries need to submit Main Messages for their VNRs in one of the six official UN languages by 24 April 

2024. The compilation of the main messages will be published as an official document of the HLPF

• Main Messages can contain emerging conclusions from the review. The Main Messages provide an indication of 
some of the key messages that the country would like to share with the international community.

• VNRs continue to showcase how countries have included the 2030 Agenda and SDGs in national development 
plans, strategies and frameworks – as well as describing their evolution. 

• VNR have also shown the adaption of institutions to accommodate crises and shifting priorities

• VNRs are articulating some systemic issues related to the monitoring and implementation of the 2030 Agenda – 
such as data/statistics and sustainable financing – as well as articulating some solutions and calls to action

• Localization of the SDGs and increasing practice of sub-national reviews – shows increasing domestication and 
ownership of the 2030 Agenda at multiple levels. Some countries are integrating VLRs in their VNRs

• Unique methods of engaging the stakeholders to ensure a whole of society approach 

C O N S I D E R A T I O N S  A N D  G O O D  P R A C T I C E S  
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Voluntary National Reviews at 2024 HLPF
• Some countries have linked VNR reports to national data and information platforms or 

stakeholder engagement networks

• VNRs also acknowledged the impact of global challenges, especially the COVID-19 pandemic, 
on their SDG implementation as well as how they used the SDGs to build resilience

• Highlighted the importance of multilateralism and international cooperation and partnerships

• Some countries analyzed SDG progress achieved since the previous VNR, including efforts to 
illustrate how baseline data was expanded and data innovations to fill the gap 

• Leaving no one behind and reaching those furthest behind first – capacity building to ensure 
more marginalized groups are included 

• Broader range of stakeholders are being included in the reports and presentations – 
indigenous peoples, women, children and youth, persons with disabilities, older persons, 
LGBTQI+, migrants and refugees, internally displaced persons

• Highlighted the importance of peaceful and inclusive societies

C O N S I D E R A T I O N S  A N D  G O O D  P R A C T I C E S  



9

Antigua and Barbuda 2021 VNR 
• Stakeholders in Antigua and Barbuda identified through the consultations those groups that are at risk of being 

left behind. 
• The VNR highlighted each vulnerable group within the context of an SDG goal, the current situation of the groups 

as well as the country’s commitment through national policies and strategies to make these groups resilient.
• Highlighted systemic issues and the transformative actions needed to achieve the SDGs, including enhancing 

statistical capacity, the need for financing, including concessionary financing, support in accessing new and 
innovative financing mechanisms and the need to plan for exogenous shocks which have the potential to stall 
development progress 

C O U N T R Y  E X A M P L E S

https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2022/VNR%202022%20Jamaica%20Report.pdf
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Jamaica 2022 VNR 
• The lessons learned from Jamaica’s 2018 VNR have been interrogated and translated in efforts towards 

strengthening the implementation framework around Vision 2030 Jamaica. 
• Jamaica included the recommendations from the 2018 VNR into the 2022 VNR 
• Under each SDG chapter, Jamaica include linkages to other SDGs, lessons learnt/best practice, way forward and 

resource requirements

C O U N T R Y  E X A M P L E S

https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2022/VNR%202022%20Jamaica%20Report.pdf
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Dominica 2022 VNR 
• Highlighted sustainable development challenges and vulnerabilities specific to the country. Dominica’s VNR also 

addressed the countries recovery efforts from two devastating climate events – Hurricane Maria in 2017 and 
Tropical Storm Erika in 2015.

• Leaving No One Behind. Vulnerable groups were identified through consultations, the VNR highlighted 
government actions to reduce vulnerability. 

• Highlighted transformative actions and Dominica’s Resilience Vision, “The World’s First Climate Resilient Country” 

C O U N T R Y  E X A M P L E S

https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2022/VNR%202022%20Jamaica%20Report.pdf
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Suriname 2022 VNR 
• Highlight innovative stakeholder engagement initiatives – for example, several youth focused initiatives were 

implemented to generate SDGs, such as the SDG Voice Project and SDG Youth Ambassadors programme, which 
included campaigns and activities for youth to promote the SDGs amongst their peers. A card game called SDG 
quartet was also developed in Suriname to get the youth more acquainted with the SDGs in a playful manner.

• Showcased awareness raising initiatives with different sectors, including private sector

C O U N T R Y  E X A M P L E S

https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2022/VNR%202022%20Jamaica%20Report.pdf


13

Barbados 2023 VNR 
• The VNR highlighted some of the challenges and external shocks that impede SDG attainment, but also articulate 

the country’s plans for transformation. The report highlights national policies aligned to the SDGs, ranging from 
social protection, food security, energy sector transformation, blue economy ocean protection and financing for 
development

• Articulates financing for development issues that are vital for the attainment of the SDGs in the country. The VNR 
highlights the Bridgetown Initiative which calls for reform of the Global Financial Architecture and increased 
climate financing for vulnerable countries to achieve SDG 13. 

C O U N T R Y  E X A M P L E S

https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2022/VNR%202022%20Jamaica%20Report.pdf
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Chile 2023 VNR 
• The VNR highlighted collaborative actions in Chile to foster sustainability. One 

milestone of this renewed commitment has been the adoption of the National 
Strategy for Implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The Strategy represents a broad 
agreement at the country level on a road map that charts a path from now until the 
symbolic target of 2030. 

• The strategy also seeks to strengthen alliances at all levels, especially amongst those 
working locally to achieve the global objectives

• In preparation of the Strategy, approx. 2000 people and organizations were brought 
together 15 regional dialogues, dialogues with children and adolescents, older 
persons,  private sector, social, economic and environmental working groups and 
interviews and meetings with key informants. 

• Chile developed its first Voluntary Business Report for Sustainable Development in 
collaboration with the United Nations Global Compact

• Highlighted progress towards significant legislation such as the Climate Change 
Framework Law of 2022

C O U N T R Y  E X A M P L E S

https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2022/VNR%202022%20Jamaica%20Report.pdf
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Saint Kitts and Nevis 2023 VNR 
• Utilized VNR presentation to galvanize international support and partnerships to attain the SDGs
• VNR report highlighted bright spots and success stories, as well as opportunities and the way 

forward under each goal
• The VNR highlighted the country’s efforts in   economic diversification, targeting sustainable 

agriculture and food security through the establishment of environmentally friendly green villages; 
promoting regenerative tourism; building resilience; sustainable consumption of environmental 
resources; and developing the green, blue and orange economies; and renewable energy

C O U N T R Y  E X A M P L E S

https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2022/VNR%202022%20Jamaica%20Report.pdf
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Guyana 2023 VNR 
• Theme of the VNR was One Guyana: Achieving Low-Carbon Sustainable Development for All – and showcased 

the alignments of the 2030 Agenda to the national vision
• Highlights the incorporation of the SDGs into Guyana’s budget cycle. The integration of the SDGs into the 

national budget process from the preparation, in the Budget call circular, the annual Estimates of the Public 
Sector, in year programme performance reviews. 

• Each SDG there is also sections on Challenges, emerging issues and addressing the way forward; lessons learned; 
and financing key initiatives 

• Main messages – highlights need for access to more concessional lending

C O U N T R Y  E X A M P L E S

https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2022/VNR%202022%20Jamaica%20Report.pdf
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• The Sustainable Development Goals are often cited as the roadmap and blueprint towards recovery

• There is a need to strengthen multilateralism and partnerships to address the goals

• We need integrated and multi-dimensional solutions to tackle the multi-dimensional global 
challenges

• The 2030 Agenda has already made significant achievements at national level
• Creating space for stakeholders
• Changing the normative thinking about sustainable development
• Bringing in an integrated approach

• Our Common Agenda – realignment, fit for purpose and strengthening of multilateralism

• The SDG Summit in September 2023 will serve as mid-point review of the 2030 Agenda

Thank you
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Costa Rica 2020 VNR 
• In relation to "leave no one behind’’ and data capacity in Costa Rica, the National Institute of Statistics and 

Censuses, as the SDGs Statistical Advisory Body made major effort to improve the tools of statistical operations, 
to ensure that users of information have the highest levels of disaggregation for population groups. The VNR 
included a timeline of the actions taken. 

• Highlighted multi-stakeholder survey of signatories of the National Pact, designed to assess progress, identify 
good practices, challenges, lessons learned in the implementation the 2030 Agenda. Showcasing the contribution 
on different stakeholders to SDGs.

• Showcase localization process of the SDGs

C O U N T R Y  E X A M P L E S

https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2022/VNR%202022%20Jamaica%20Report.pdf
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