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Hon. Minister Vatimi Rayalu,
Mr. Amson Sibanda,
Professor Lin Zhanxi,

Ladies and gentlemen,
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Good morning!

It 1s a pleasure to attend the International Symposium and
Workshop in this beautiful place with the theme of

“Applications of Juncao Technology and Its Contribution to the



Achievement of Sustainable Agriculture and the Sustainable
Development Goals of Pacific Island Countries”. Just days ago,
we celebrated the Chinese New Year. As a new year begins,
everything takes on a new look. On behalf of the Chinese
Embassy in Fiji, I would like to extend my warmest New Year
greetings to all the guests, and wish the workshop a full success.
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Before coming to Fiji, I learnt that Juncao is a magical
plant. It is resilient to drought and salt. It can fix sand, feed
animal and grow mushroom. It has provided a pathway for
millions of Chinese farmers and herdsmen to escape poverty and
achieve prosperity, turned impoverished villages into modern
communities, led poor families to better lives. With President Xi
Jinping’s support and promoting, Juncao has taken root in more
than a hundred countries and regions, creating hundreds of

thousands of jobs, and helping countless families out of poverty.



BlEFLUE, RTBEAIEAFERERRFEES, £E
BT FEREHETNE 2014 FAZFHEM. HFEMKEZ,
THEAK. BERAELGFRERE, LYW HA. stk
FREVHEEETH. 2023 53 A, FE—ATFEFS
ERATREFCEXFEXNBA, HIFEEE L EF, &
] AT B B TR YR

After my arrival in Fiji, I came to know, President Xi
Jinping visited Fiji two times and facilitated the launch of
China-Fiji Juncao Technology Project in 2014. After a decade of
hard work and progress, Juncao technology has been widely
applied in Fiji, making important contributions to poverty
alleviation, job creation and environment protection. In March
2023, China-Pacific Island Countries Juncao Technology
Demonstration Center was inaugurated in Fiji, which marks the
application of Juncao technology in the wider Pacific Island
region.
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Ladies and gentlemen,

Juncao is a vivid example of China Aid featuring helping
people learn how to fish rather than giving them fish. China’s
foreign aid respects the will of recipient countries, adapts to
local conditions, attaches importance to capacity building, and
emphasizes sustainable development. In recent years, China has
trained over 2400 Fijian people in Juncao technology. Locals
have planted 2,000 hectares of Juncao grass. Many local farmers
use Juncao for mushroom farming and livestock raising.
Delicious mushroom is now in Fiji’s supermarket and on
people’s dining tables. The lack of livestock food during the dry
season is effectively resolved. Due to its contribution to poverty

alleviation and people’s well-being, Juncao has come to be



known as “the grass of happiness” and “the grass of prosperity”.
A 73-year-old villager from Muanaira Island, Mr. Tawake said,
it’s Juncao technology that still could provide income for an old
fella like me. President of Rewa Disabled People’s Organization
Litia Naitanui commends Juncao technology for enabling people
with disabilities to earn their own living, regaining dignity and
winning back the respect of the society. Juncao has also become
a grass for environment protection, as its deep roots help protect
the soil. The widely planted Juncao grass in Bula Agro Farm has
effectively prevented the tearing away of river bank and loss

of soil and water.
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Ladies and gentlemen,

Juncao is a witness to the friendship between China and
Pacific Island countries. On 20th February, 2016, tropical
cyclone Winston hit Fiji, with blowing wind and pouring rains
striking big trees down. Experts from Juncao team were then in
danger too. However, rather than their own safety, what first
came into their mind was whether the mushroom shed would be
destroyed and whether the farming land would hold on. After
the cyclone, the experts rushed to distribute Juncao mushroom
substrate bags to disaster-hit villages, so that farmers could
make a living by fostering, consuming and selling the
mushrooms. In the eyes of Juncao experts, the demonstration
center is their home abroad. Generation after generation, Juncao
experts dedicated to promoting Juncao technology with their
time and sweat, nourishing the hope of poverty alleviation. The
sincere friendship to the people of PICs, the desperate need for
development of their countries, are always in those experts’

mind. They are willing to show the know-how of being



better-off and achieving rejuvenation through diligence. Some of
the experts have missed the Spring Festival gathering with their
families for over 20 years. Some have missed the golden years
of their kids’ childhood. Some have kept postponing their
wedding ceremony. Some missed the passing of their old parents.
Such are the vivid embodiment of the friendship between China
and other developing countries. And such touching stories are
still going on.

A1, L&A,

HERTESARFEREFARKANELZER. W
FRIALT —NMHRAFAERERTWMIT S ST, ARXEFE
FHBR R EVENTBAG L, A2IRBRF L 70k = i 8
“PER”, XEERAEST ZRIA. 1994 F, HERAK
1A “EEeE” SEMRGEITATXE “FESEMEL
BRFERMKAESETE” . 2017 FFE—IFaEMFE5X
RECHWERATE"E, WEKARNELHKEE 2030
FUREARETWARERE . 04, HEHATEL2IK 106
MERMME N RES, TRFHEEE 17 M RELEE
TR 13 ANEAE, AFSERBAMESKRPRBET ¥ E
HEMTEATE.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Juncao technology is a picture of China and other



developing countries’ common efforts to achieve rejuvenation. It
reflects the thought and deed of a major oriental state to benefit
all. It 1s providing confidence for developing countries to
eradicate poverty, as well as China’s wisdom for global poverty
reduction. This 1s widely welcomed by the international
community. In 1994, Juncao technology was listed as a
"South-South Cooperation" project and a "Priority Cooperation
Project between China and Other Developing Countries" under
the United Nations Development Programme. In 2017, the
Juncao Technology Project was launched by China-UN Peace
and Development Trust Fund, and has become an effective
measure for the implementation of United Nations 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development. Today, serving 13 out of 17 UN
sustainable development goals, Juncao technology has been
introduced in 106 countries and regions around the world, and
offered the Chinese wisdom and Chinese solutions for poverty

alleviation and ecological protection to many countries.
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Ladies and gentlemen,

The story of Juncao technology is a story of people getting
rid of poverty, a story of China contributing to the world, and a
story of mankind exploring the new path of modernization.
China 1s willing to make joint efforts with other countries to
provide new opportunities for world development with new
achievements in Chinese modernization. In the future, China
will continue to take concrete actions to fulfill its commitments
and responsibilities, providing assistance within its capacity for
more developing countries to achieve sustainable development.
China will also actively promote the Juncao project to take root
in more countries, improve the developing countries’ ability of
sustainable agriculture development , and continuously foster
the Global Development Initiative to achieve more concrete

results, making new contributions to the timely accomplishment



of United Nations 2030 Sustainable Development Goals, and to
building a community with a shared future for mankind. I
believe that the small yet smart "Chinese grass" will bloom
"flowers of happiness" in more countries.

Thank you!



