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Secretary-General’s 10-Member Group of High-level Representatives, 2024-2025 

Bios 

Prof. Carlos Henrique Brito Cruz OBE (Brazil), Senior Vice-President Research Networks, Elsevier.  

Brito Cruz is a Senior Vice-President, Research Networks at Elsevier, UK, and 

a Professor Emeritus at the University of Campinas (Unicamp), Brazil. 

Born in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Brito Cruz graduated in Electrical Engineering 

(Instituto Tecnológico de Aeronáutica, ITA). He has a MSc and a DSc in Physics 

(Physics Institute, University of Campinas, Unicamp). He was a researcher at 

the Quantum Optics Laboratory, at the University of Rome and a Visiting 

Researcher at the Quantum Optics Group at Universitè Pierre et Marie Curie. 

He has been a professor at the Physics Institute at Unicamp until 2020, when 

he retired. He worked as a resident visitor at AT&T Bell Laboratories in 

Holmdel, NJ and was a visitor at Bell Labs, Murray Hill, NJ. 

Brito Cruz has been the Director of the Physics Institute at Unicamp for two 

terms. He has been the Vice-President - Research at Unicamp, the President of the São Paulo Research Foundation, 

FAPESP and President of the University of Campinas. 

In 2010 Brito Cruz was a member of the 12 members special committee formed by the Inter Academy Council, at 

the request of the U.N. SG, to review the IPCC procedures. From 2005 to 2020 he was the Scientific Director at 

the São Paulo Research Foundation, FAPESP (www.fapesp.br/en), a public foundation, funded by the taxpayer in 

the State of São Paulo, with the mission to support research projects in higher education and research institutions, 

in all fields of knowledge. His job there was to oversee the analysis, evaluate, and reach a decision about funding 

25,000+ research proposals in all fields (Physical Sciences, Life Sciences, Engineering, Humanities, Social Sciences) 

received by the foundation yearly, as well as to develop new research programs to foster the science and 

technology development of the state of São Paulo, Brazil, including university-business research collaboration and 

international research collaboration. 

Brito Cruz is a member of the International Advisory Board of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, the Shell 

Science Council, a co-chair of the Forum for International Physics at the American Physical Society, and a member 

of the Panel of Judges for the Queen Elizabeth Engineering Prize. He has been a member of the U.N. 10-Member 

Group of High-level Representatives from 2021 to 2023. 

Brito Cruz is a member of the Brazilian Academy of Sciences (ABC), the Academy of Sciences of the State of São 

Paulo (ACIESP), the World Academy of Sciences (TWAS), and is a Fellow of the American Association for the 

Advancement of Science (AAAS), and of the American Physical Society (APS). He received the Ordre des Palmes 

Academiques de France, the Order of the Scientific Merit from the Federative Republic of Brazil, and the Order of 

the British Empire (OBE). 

http://www.fapesp.br/en
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Prof. Joyeeta Gupta (Netherlands citizen and overseas citizen of India), Professor of Environment and 

Development, Faculty of Social and Behavioral Sciences, University of Amsterdam; and Professor on 

Sustainability, IHE Delft Institute for Water Education 

Joyeeta Gupta is Professor of environment and development in the global south at 

the University of Amsterdam and professor at IHE-Delft Institute for Water 

Education. Previously, she was professor on Climate Change Policy and Law at the 

Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam. She won the highest academic recognition in the 

Netherlands – the Spinoza prize in 2023 (1.5 M € for 2024-2029). Professor Gupta 

has a European Research Council Advanced Grant (€2.5 M for 2021-2026) which 

studies the role of big investors in leaving fossil fuels underground and the North 

South implications of doing so. Winning this personal grant is in line with the 

prizes/scholarships she has won since in school and college in India. 

She is on the editorial board of several environmental and law journals, was lead 

author in the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (1998-2014) and of the 

Millennium Ecosystem Assessment. Her book - the ‘History of Global Climate 

Governance’ (2014: Cambridge University Press) won the Atmospheric Science Librarians International (ASLI) 

Choice Award in 2015 for 2014 in its history category. She has co-edited 15 books and 14 special issues on climate 

change, water, forest, urban governance, and development cooperation. Her Google Scholar Impact Factor is 68. 

She has successfully supervised 33 PhDs and is currently supervising 20 PhD students on environment and 

development issues.  

She has led, or participated in, acquiring 60 projects from funding agencies including the European Commission 

and the National Science Foundation in the Netherlands. She participated in the design and signature of The Rome 

Declaration of 2017 on the Human Right to Water, initiated by the Pope and the Pontifical Academy of Sciences 

in Vatican City.  

Joyeeta Gupta was co-chair of UNEP’s Global Environment Outlook-6 (2016-2019), published by Cambridge 

University Press, presented to governments at the United Nations Environment Assembly in 2019, which won the 

Association of American Publishers PROSE award for Environmental Science. She led the Technical Summary of 

the Report which was published by Cambridge University Press in 2021. She is co-chair of the Earth Commission 

(2019-2024), set up by Future Earth, together with Johan Rockström and Dahe Qin, which aims to identify safe 

and just targets and transformative governance processes. She co-presented the results published in Nature at 

the World Economic Forum on 18 January in the WEF in Davos, 2023 and 2024. 

She has been on many scientific steering committees including Future Earth’s Earth System Governance 

programme (2008-2018), Science Europe’s Scientific Committee for the Sciences (2016-2018). She is on the 

Supervisory Board of SNV Netherlands Development Organization. She was the Vice-chair of the Commission on 

Development Cooperation (2011-2019) and member of the Advisory Council on International Affairs (2011-2019), 

a statutory body that advises three Cabinet Ministers in the Netherlands. She is currently vicechair of the 

Curatorium of the Prins Claus Chair on Equity and Development. 
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Dr. Keywan Riahi (Austria), Program Director, Energy, Climate, and Environment Programme, 

International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, Austria 

Prof. Dr. Keywan Riahi who is the Director of the Energy, Climate and Environment 

Program at IIASA. This nomination is motivated by the unique and exceptional 

scientific and policy-relevant contribution of colleague Riahi. He is an eminent 

scientist and a pillar of knowledge in the practice of interdisciplinary studies, 

scientific policy advice and a person who has made a significant contribution to 

climate change studies, energy systems, dynamics of technological change and 

sustainability transformations. 

Notably, he was ranked first by Reuters in 2021 as the most influential climate 

scientist worldwide. He has been working in the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) as a Lead 

Author since the late 1990s and is providing policy advice at the international as well as national level. He is a 

Member of the Scientific Advisory Board on Climate Change of the European Commission as well as member of 

the Scientific Advisory Board of the City Council of Vienna, Austria.  

He was recognized in 2021 by Clarivate as one of the 23 researchers worldwide in the list of Highly Cited 

Researchers in not less than three different categories (Geosciences; Social Sciences; and Environment and 

Ecology). This illustrates his truly interdisciplinary background that he would continue to bring in the next 10-

Member Group. Among the many scientific achievements (he has published more than 180 articles and receives 

more than 10.000 citations each year), I would like to highlight his leadership in the development of the so-called 

Representative Concentration Pathways (RCPs) and the Shared Socio-economic pathways (SSPs), which have 

facilitated integrated analysis of climate change response options across scientific communities. These climate 

change scenarios critically shape the assessments of the IPCC since the beginning, and it is without doubt that his 

work in the IPCC has contributed to the importance of climate change research. He led the core chapter on 

mitigation pathways in the Working Group III of the most recent Sixth Assessment Report of the IPCC. He was part 

of the group that was one of the first to identify carbon dioxide removal options as a possible strategy to limit 

climate change and was also one of the first who conducted an integrated analysis of the UN 2030 Agenda, 

exploring critical trade-offs and synergies of meeting energy (SDG7) and climate (SDG13) goals for multiple societal 

benefits. His work critically influenced international and national policy making including the climate negotiations 

of the United Nations Framework on Climate Change. More recently, his research focused on exploring “just and 

equitable” environmental transitions, providing rigorous definitions of minimum standards for living and bottom-

up representation of physical and social well-being. His recent paper on the attainability of stringent climate 

targets is a milestone in climate research and critically underpins the IPCC conclusions on emissions targets and 

costs of solving the climate problem, resulting in about half of all the transition pathways that were selected and 

assessed by the IPCC. 

Dr. Riahi plays a leading role in the scientific community. As a member of Scientific Steering Committee of 

Integrated Assessment Modeling Consortium and the International Committee on New Integrated Climate-

Change Assessment Scenarios, he is responsible for the coordination and co-design of flagship research activities 

across the international scientific research communities. He has also been appointed to the Earth Commission of 

the Future Earth, Working Group I on Earth and Human System Modelling Intercomparison Project. Since 1998, 

he has served as a Lead Author and Review Editor to various international assessments, such as the UNEP GAP 

reports, the Global Energy Assessment, as well as The World in 2050 (TWI2050) initiative. 
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Dr. Aree Moon (Republic of Korea), President, Korea Foundation for Women in Science, Engineering 

and Technology; and Vice President, The Korean Academy of Science and Technology 

Dr. Aree Moon is the President of the Korea Foundation for Women in Science, 

Engineering and Technology (WISET), which is a public institution under the Ministry 

of Science and ICT, Korea. She also serves as a Vice President of the Korean Academy 

of Science and Technology (KAST), the chair of the Central Pharmacy Review Board 

Committee, and a Member of the Institutional Review Board of Institute for Basic 

Science. She has been a professor at College of Pharmacy, Duksung Women’s 

University since 1995. 

Notable earlier positions include, among others, serving as the Director General of 

National Strategic R&D Programs in National Research Foundation of Korea; President 

of the Pharmaceutical Society of Korea;  Research Fellow board member of the 

Presidential Advisory Council on Science and Technology; Vice President of the 

Korean Society for Molecular and Cellular Biology; Vice President of Duksung Women’s University; Director of the 

Duksung Innovative Drug Center; Member of the Government Performance Evaluation Committee; Member of 

the Presidential Commission on Sustainable Development; President of Women’s Bioscience Forum; and Vice 

President of the Korean Federation of Science and Technology Associations. 

Dr. Aree Moon is a pharmacist and biochemist. She has special expertise in breast cancer metastasis, Ras isotype-

specific signaling, the roles of tumor microenvironment in breast cancer aggressiveness, and gender-specificity 

issues in cancer.  

In recognition of her work and engagement, Dr. Aree Moon has received many awards, such as Female Scientist 

of the Year Award, Pharmacy Academic Award, Order of Women Promotion Merit, Gold Tower Award of Korean 

Pharmaceutical Association, Musa Lecture Award of Korean Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, 

Univera Bioscience Award, the L'Oreal-UNESCO Korea Honor for Women in Bioscience, Presidential Citation for 

Excellent Service in Science and Technology. She was listed in the Hall of Fame for Best Teaching and Best Research 

Awards, Duksung Women’s University.  
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Dr. Motoko Kotani (Japan), Executive Vice President for Research, Professor and Principal Investigator, 

Advanced Institute for Materials Research & Mathematics Institute, Tohoku University, Japan, and 

Vice President, International Science Council  

Prof. KOTANI Motoko, Director and Vice President for Research, Tohoku University, 

is a mathematician recognized for her work in the field of applied mathematics, 

including applying mathematical models to understand material structures and 

demonstrating the usefulness of materials design using mathematics. In 2005,  

Prof. Kotani received the Saruhashi Prize, an award given to female scientists for 

outstanding research achievements in the natural sciences. In 2019, Prof. Kotani 

was selected as one of fifty distinguished women scientists in the report “Profiles 

of Women Scientists in Asia: Their inspirational stories” by the Association of 

Academies and Societies of Sciences in Asia (AASSA).  

Prof. Kotani is an internationally recognized scientist and was elected President of the International Science 

Council (from 2024), where she currently serves as the Vice President for Science and Society.    

Prof. Kotani is highly regarded for her achievements as a mathematician. She has served as a part-time expert 

member of the Council for Science, Technology and Innovation in Japan, as a board member of RIKEN, as president 

of the Mathematical Society of Japan, and continued to serve as a board member of the Okinawa Institute of 

Science and Technology Graduate University, which has enriched her experience in policy making and academic 

governance.  

In addition, as the Program Director of the “International Science and Technology Cooperation Program for Global 

Issues (SATREPS)” operated by the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), the Japan Science and 

Technology Agency (JST), and the Japan Agency for Medical Research and Development (AMED), Prof. Kotani has 

deep insight into the role of STI for the SDGs, with which she is expected to contribute to the activities of the UN 

10-Member-Group.  
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Dr. Magnus Andersson (Sweden), Associate Professor of Economic Geography, Department for Urban 

Studies, Malmö University, Sweden 

Mr. Magnus Andersson is vice dean with responsibility for doctoral education, 

associate professor in economic geography in the Department of Urban Studies and 

senior lecturer at the Institute for Urban Research at Malmö University, Sweden. 

He is a relatively young but already world-renowned academic and development 

practitioner who has supported planners and policy makers in developing and 

developed countries alike. He is known for spatial analysis of sustainable economic 

development and the impacts of infrastructure and technology investment, their 

relationship to socio-economic change, urban expansion, and the 

internationalization of real-estate markets, and research on reforms of market 

systems in developing countries, primarily in African and Asian countries. He has pioneered empirical tools and 

approaches, based on remote sensing, satellite and big data and GIS, to help developing countries and LDCs with 

limited access to official statistics – work which was featured widely including in the Economist Magazine 

(“Measuring economic development from space”).  

Professor Andersson is a highly recognized expert in transport and logistics issues and has trained and advised 

widely. This includes, for example, providing advice to the Swedish Transport Administration, Malmö City Council, 

IDE-JETRO, Japan, UN DESA, World Bank (Africa and Lao PDR), Asian Development Bank and its Institute, the Prime 

Minister’s Office of Thailand, Japan External Trade Organization, the Swedish Foreign Ministry, and the Swedish 

International Development Agency. With his academic research, he has been engaged with a wide range of 

funding agencies, such as Vinnova, STINT, K2 - National knowledge center for public transport. 

Such work has ranged from investigating alternative design of new fast train lines (integrating housing 

construction and planning issues) in Sweden, to innovative business cluster development in the Greater 

Copenhagen region, to transport development in the Greater Mekong Subregion, technology and methods for 

measuring SDG progress, to the spatial dynamics of mining and economic development in Africa, to a national 

transport and logistic strategy for Lao PDR, the Mongolian transport system, to recovery from the 2004 Indian 

Ocean Tsunami, to rural development, regional inequalities, and market reform.  

Importantly, Associate Professor Andersson is recognized as a pioneer in building effective science-policy 

interfaces between universities, development partners, and society, in order to ensure societal relevance and to 

make academic findings readily available for decision-makers, as well as to gear academic research into a direction 

in the service of development.   

He has undertaken extended stays at abroad for research and teaching, including in Thailand, the Philippines, 

Turkey, Spain, Germany, France, Australia, and Japan. His approach has been one of immersion and sensitivity to 

cultural values and traditions. He is fluent in several languages, also obtained a PhD from Thammasat University 

in Thailand. 

Professor Andersson is the editor of the Routledge Companion to International Housing Markets. Example titles 

of his writings include: “How data-poor countries remain data poor”, “Impacts of international transport 

infrastructure”, “How the built environment and the railway network can affect the mobility of older people”, and 

“Measuring progress”. 
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Dr. Vladimir Crnojević (Serbia), Founder and Director of BioSense Institute; Professor in Computer 

Science, University of Novi Sad, Serbia 

Prof. Vladimir Crnojević is the founder and director of BioSense Institute – Research 

and Development Institute for Information Technology in Bio Systems. The institute is 

an international institution with research and development in various fields: artificial 

intelligence and data science, satellite imaging and remote sensing, micro and 

nanotechnology, bio-sensors development, Internet of Things, agri-robotics, and 

bioinformatics – with a particular interest in applications in agri-food, environment 

and other bio-fields. The primary motive is to support digital transformation of 

agriculture through multidisciplinary research and innovation, thus fostering its 

sustainable growth to meet opposing future challenges – provide the food for the 

growing global population and protect the environment. 

Prof. Crnojević is a Full Professor in Computer Science at the University of Novi Sad, Serbia. He studied Electrical 

Engineering and obtained his PhD in Image Processing in 2004, when he entered the field of artificial intelligence 

applied to agriculture and environment, thus becoming one of the pioneers in this field in Serbia and the region. 

He acted as a director of the Department of Electrical Engineering at the University of Novi Sad from 2012-2015, 

and in 2015 founded BioSense Institute.  

Under his leadership, BioSense Institute grew from 12 to almost 200 employees, out of which more than 60 hold 

a PhD. In only a few years it became recognized as a regional leader in digital transformation of agriculture with 

more than 100 various projects implemented. Among 170 emerging centers of excellence in the EU within the 

Horizon 2020 program BioSense Institute was ranked No.1 and remains strongly engaged in participation in EU 

R&D projects. In parallel, BioSense has established a cooperation with a number of global entities, such as the 

World Bank, IFC, NASA, UNDP and various universities worldwide. 

Prof. Crnojevic has promoted BioSense Institute not only as a research institution, but as a reliable partner in 

industrial collaboration with various AgriTech and FinTech companies and public sector institutions in the process 

of digital transformation of agriculture. At the same time, BioSense Institute has supported social innovation by 

deploying several accelerator programs, through which more than 200 innovative SMEs in AgTech were funded 

to develop innovative solutions, where some became companies with global presence. In addition, BioSense 

supported the creation of a number of spin-off companies from the institute thus supporting research ideas to 

become concrete products on the market. Prof. Crnojevic showed great effort in digital transformation of the 

society with his concept of the Digital Village, where various digital systems are used by tens of thousands of 

people in rural areas on a non-profit basis to improve their sustainability. 

During his carrier Prof. Crnojevic served as a member of various expert bodies, such as the Strategic Programming 

committee of the European Commission’s program Horizon 2020, and a member of the national scientific board 

for information technology. During his carrier he was a visiting lecturer at various universities and served as a 

reviewer for a number of eminent scientific journals. Vladimir’s current research interests include artificial 

intelligence, big data, image processing, satellite imaging and remote sensing, with the applications in agri-food, 

environment and other bio-systems, with the aim to apply the research results in solutions for sustainable digital 

transformation of the global society. 
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Dr. Karen Scrivener (UK), Professor, Laboratory of Construction Materials, Ecole Polytechnique 

Fédérale de Lausanne, Switzerland; founder Nanocem 

Professor Scrivener is the head of the Laboratory of Construction Materials at EPFL, 

Lausanne Switzerland. She has more than 40 years of experience in construction 

materials and is a world-leading scholar and researcher in the field of cementitious 

materials and sustainable development. Her work in understanding and developing 

innovative, environmentally friendly building materials has not only contributed to the 

reduction of carbon emissions in the construction industry but has also improved the 

quality and longevity of structures worldwide. She was made a Fellow of the Royal 

Academy of Engineering UK in 2014 and has worked as a UN CEET member since 2022. 

Professor Scrivener has consistently demonstrated a deep commitment to fostering international collaboration 

and knowledge sharing. She has been instrumental in organizing numerous international conferences and 

workshops that bring together experts from diverse backgrounds to address critical issues related to whole 

sustainable construction value chain, arises from her deep belief in the importance of linking academic research 

to real-world applications. She created the “Nanocem Industrial Academic Network” in 2002. is so far the biggest 

Industrial-Academic Research Network which focused on fundamental research on cementitious materials. She 

ran it until 2022, when the network transitioned into “Innovandi” the Global Cement and Concrete Research 

Network of the GCCA (Global Cement and Concrete Association). 

She is currently also leading the LC3 (www.lc3.ch) project, which is a new breakthrough technology that saves up 

to 40% of CO2 in its production compared to Ordinary Portland Cement (OPC). This has the potential to save more 

than 500 million tons of CO2 a year on a global scale. LC3 technology is open source as research efforts were 

conducted to provide the industry with a realistic and scalable solution to build the world of tomorrow more 

sustainably. Nowadays, LC3 is gaining momentum in the whole construction sector, with already more than 3 

million tons of capacity installed. LC3 is cited in the sustainability strategies on many cement companies and will 

be deployed at a large scale worldwide in the short term, which will help the sector meet the target of net zero 

emissions while providing affordable and decent housing for everyone. Throughout her career, she actively 

involved in various IATT work streams, interacting with international enterprises, NGOs, and different levels of 

public policymakers, aiming to bridge strong willingness from both the private and public sectors to work together 

for the SDGs. 

More than one billion people live in slum conditions across the world. In developing countries, growth in 

population and fast urbanization mean high demand for affordable construction materials. Professor Scrivener 

always keeps uppermost the challenge “How can we meet a growing demand for decent housing and adequate 

infrastructure in developing countries without negatively impacting climate change and other environmental 

goals?”. For years, she has worked on implementing technology for development and put efforts into the African 

continent. Communications led by Karen to bridge the gap between academia, government authorities, and local 

industries, together with setting up technical centers and organizing international academic conferences all 

already underway in this continent, which will be of key importance to development.  

As a professor working for 22 years in EPFL, she has an exceptional track record and enthusiasm for mentoring 

and inspiring the next generation of researchers. Her excellent career achievements. She has graduated more 

than 50 PhD students and her passion for education and mentorship is reflected in the success of her students 

and the numerous young professionals she has guided towards careers that advance the whole construction 

sector and our sustainable development goal. 
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Dr. Catherine Ngila (Kenya), Executive Director, African Foundation for Women & Youth in Education, 

Sciences, Technology and Innovation, Kenya; former Executive Director, African Academy of Sciences 

Dr. Catherine Ngila currently serves as the Executive Director of the African 

Foundation for Women & Youth in Education, Sciences, Technology and Innovation. 

She has held various leadership positions, including Executive Director of the African 

Academy of Sciences (AAS), Deputy Vice Chancellor for Academic and Student Affairs 

(DVC-AA) at Riara University, Kenya, and Head of Applied Chemistry Department at 

the University of Johannesburg, South Africa. Prof Ngila's extensive career includes 

roles at the Institute of Oil and Gas (MIOG) under the Kenya Pipeline Company, 

where she was responsible for Training, Academic Programmes, and Linkages. She 

has served also as a Visiting Professor at the University of Johannesburg, the 

University of Nairobi and Masinde Muliro University of Science and Technology, among others.  

Prof Ngila is a Fellow of the World Academy of Sciences, Fellow of the Africa Academy of Science (AAS), Member 

of Academy of Science of South Africa. She is the Vice President of International Organization for Chemical 

Sciences in Development, Belgium,  in charge of emerging economies.  

Prof Ngila has received numerous awards, including the 2021 L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science International 

Award representing Africa and the Middle East region, for her groundbreaking contribution on nanotechnology 

for water purification and water resource management in Africa. She also received 2017 African Union Kwame 

Nkrumah Scientific Awards for Women in Science, representing the East Africa Region, and 2016 South Africa 

Distinguished Women in Science Awards. She has received various Grants from South Africa National Research 

Foundation (NRF), Water Research Commission, and Council for Scientific for Industrial Research, among other 

grants. 

Prof Ngila’s research work is in Analytical- Environmental Chemistry which focuses on water quality, pollution 

monitoring; modelling methods of water treatment based on nanotechnology; development of analytical 

methodologies for detecting chemical substances in water. She has mentored over 100 Postgraduate students 

including and has published over 500 publications comprising of journal articles, book chapters, conference 

proceedings, Keynote-Invited Lectures, Invited Symposia presentations and Conference Abstracts. Her research 

outputs and can be viewed on professional academic platforms.1  

Ms Ngila obtained her doctorate degree in chemistry from University of New South Wales, Australia, masters’ of 

science in chemistry and bachelor of education in science degrees from Kenyatta University. She lectured in 

various universities including Kenyatta University, University of Botswana and University of KwaZulu Natal before 

being appointed as a full professor at the University of Johannesburg in April 2011 and later the Chair of the 

department of Applied Chemistry in 2013. 

Prof Ngila has been a member of various chemical societies, namely, the American Chemical Society, Royal Society 

of Chemistry, Royal Australian Chemical Institute, South Africa Chemical Institute, African Scientific Institute, and 

Co-Chair of the 2021 Commonwealth Science Conference. She serves as a Member of Editorial Advisory Board of 

the South African Journal of Science, Panel member for L’Oreal-UNESCO FWIS International Awards, The World 

Academy of Sciences- chemical sciences advisory committee and has previously served in the nomination and 

review committees for Schmidt and Templeton foundations. She also serves as board member of various local and 

 
1 researchgate.net/profile/Jane_Ngila/ ; orcid.org/0000-0002-0121-4567; linkedin.com/in/catherine-ngila-68a620114; 
scholar.google.co.za/citations?user=NNc4NEYAAAAJ&hl=en  
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regional charity organizations namely, Smart Science Africa in Nigeria (https://smartscifrika.com/), Global 

Community Initiative for Growth Kenya (www.gcigkenya.org), St Angela’s Girls Alumnae Association, Kenya. She 

has been a Mentor for Mastercard Foundation- Global Give Back Circle for Girls, Kenya National Commission for 

UNESCO Girls in STEM programme, as well for the African Academy of Sciences Early Career Researchers. 

 

Mr. Xavier Estico (Seychelles), Founder of the Seychelles Centre for Innovation, and Sustainable 

Development (SCISD), Seychelles 

Mr. Xavier Estico is the founder of the Seychelles Centre for Innovation and 

Sustainable Development (SCISD), a newly registered not-for-profit organisation 

aiming at promoting science, technology and innovation with a strong focus on 

STEM. He is also the lead consultant for the UNCTAD Technology Assessment (TA) 

pilot project. A first pilot TA project in Sub-Saharan Africa involving South Africa, 

Seychelles and Zambia. Seychelles is assessing Agrivoltaic for Controlled-

environment Crop Production. 

He is currently consulting in collaboration Innovative Partners Incubation (IPI), a 

US-based consulting firm to develop a marine biotechnology industry strategy for the Seychelles. The new industry 

is part of the Seychelles effort to develop its Blue Economy for economic diversification and resilience. He is also 

a co-consultant with the Africa Centre for Technology studies (ACTS) for the review of the Science, Technology 

and Innovation Strategy for Africa (2014 -2024), known as STISA-2024, led by the African Union Commission (AUC) 

with the support of UNESCO. The review has been successfully completed and accepted by the lead organization 

and its funding partner.  

He worked on the white paper policy as a member of a Working Group of the Indo-Pacific Space Conclave, which 

was tasked to analyse the challenges, risks and opportunities for entrepreneurs investing in the space sector. A 

key outcome of this conclave was to establish the ‘Association of Space Entrepreneurs in the Indo-Pacific’ (ASEIP).  

He initiated the Net-Zero Food System project in collaboration with IPSOS under the Global Science Partnership 

programme under the leadership of the UK Government. He remains a member of the International Science 

Council (ISC) for SIDS. 

He occupied the post of Director General for Science, Technology and Innovation (DSTI) under the auspices of the 

new Ministry of Investment, Entrepreneurship and Industry (MIEI) until March 2023, where he led the National 

Digital Economy Task Force. Prior to his retirement from his post, he initiated the project for Seychelles to start 

developing its STI Roadmap for SDGs, a project funded by the European Commission. 

He was the Chief Executive Officer of the National Institute of Science Technology and Innovation (NISTI) from 

2014 to 2022. In his tenure, he led the development of Seychelles first STI policy and strategic framework, entitled 

the “National STI Policy and Strategy 2016 -2025. He set up the first national STEM education program in 

collaboration with Ministry of Education. He was a member of the Steering Committee of Southern African 

Network Biosciences (SANBio). He was a founding member and first secretary of the Calestous Juma Executive 

Dialogue (CJED), as an ex-alumnus of the late Professor Calestous Juma of Harvard Kennedy School, Technology 

Innovation and Entrepreneurship program for Africa.  

His previous positions have been in different management positions in parastatal organizations, including Air 

Seychelles. His last position was International Administrative Flight Operations Manager. 

https://smartscifrika.com/
http://www.gcigkenya.org/
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His academic background extends from Pedagogy, Agronomical Sciences, Business Administration and 

Aeronautical Sciences. He is a Masters degree holder in all three disciplines, except for Pedagogy, in which he 

holds a Certificate in Education. He attended: The Seychelles Teacher Training College, Institute of Higher 

Agricultural Sciences, Havana, Cuba, University of Southampton, UK, and Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University-

Worldwide, USA, where he recently completed his studies in Aeronautical Sciences. 

He served as a member of the High-Level Steering Committee for Knowledge-based Economy, chaired by the Vice-

President of the Republic of Seychelles. This committee oversaw the progress of the country’s transition to a 

knowledge-based economy. He sat on the Board of Directors of the National Bureau of Statistics and has been 

lately appointed on the Board of Directors of the Seychelles Bureau of Standards. He is also a member of the 

National Commission for UNESCO. 

 

 


