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SDG Action Segment for Goal 2 – Zero Hunger 

30 January 2024, 04.15 – 05.15 PM 

ECOSOC Chamber, United Nations Headquarters, New York 

Part of the 2024 ECOSOC Partnership Forum 

Organizers 

• Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)  

• Major Group for Children and Youth (MGCY) 

• Science and Technology Major Group, co-led by the International Science Council (ISC) and 

the World Federation of Engineering Organizations (WFEO) 

Background 

At the midpoint to 2030, the global commitment of achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and the SDGs is in peril. Just 15 percent of SDG targets with data are on track, while 

progress on most of the SDGs is either moving much too slowly or has regressed below the 2015 

baseline – yet every bit of progress matters and counts.  

In 2022, global hunger exceeded both pre-COVID-19 levels and the 2015 baseline, with between 691 

and 783 million people facing hunger, 122 million than before the global pandemic and 146 million 

more than in 2015. In addition, more than 3.1 billion people in the world were unable to afford a 

healthy diet in 2021. Looking ahead, if current trends persist, it is projected that almost 600 million 

people will still be chronically undernourished in 2030. This points to the immense challenge of 

achieving the SDG 2 Zero Hunger target. 

Ensuring food security and nutrition and transitioning towards more efficient, inclusive, resilient, 

and sustainable agrifood systems are critical for achieving the 2030 Agenda. They contribute to 

ending poverty, improving health and education outcomes, empowering women, ensuring the 

optimized use of natural resources as well as sustainable consumption and production, creating 

decent jobs and livelihood opportunities, reducing inequalities and rural-urban disparities, and to 

tackling the climate crisis and biodiversity loss. 

While the world is severely off track to achieve SDG 2 – Zero Hunger – by 2030, there is still time to 

reverse the situation. However, this cannot be done in isolation. Ending hunger requires a systemic 

approach, seizing synergistic opportunities and recognizing and addressing the intersecting 

challenges and trade-offs that exist in agrifood systems and with the other SDGs. 

Collaborations across sectors, stakeholders and partners, and geographies are necessary to address 

global complex challenges. Partnerships involving all levels of governments, UN entities, science and 

research institutions, youth, extension services, cooperatives, family farmer and other producer 

organizations, Indigenous Peoples, civil society, parliamentarians, and marginalized communities, as 

well as private sector, philanthropies and media are key to achieving the SDGs and agrifood 

transformation.  
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Building on the momentum of global processes such as the UN Food Systems Summit+2 Stocktaking 

Moment, the SDG Summit and the upcoming Summit of the Future, partnerships can create 

opportunities for all to participate in agrifood systems, support sustainable agriculture and rural 

transformation, and improve livelihoods while addressing social inequalities across agrifood 

systems.  

Scaling up actions to accelerate SDG progress requires knowledge sharing and concerted, 

coordinated efforts from all stakeholders informed by evidence. Enhancing global, regional, national, 
and local partnerships for sustainable development can help to ensure all are engaged without 

leaving no one behind.  

Objectives of the segment 

• Discuss challenges, share lessons learned and good practices as well as report on innovative 

tools, mechanisms, and strategies to strengthen and facilitate meaningful multi-stakeholder 

engagement and partnerships more systematically and impactfully. 

• Show successful cases of practical transformative partnerships to support agrifood systems 

transition.  

• Highlight new emerging innovative multi-stakeholder, cross-sectoral partnerships and 

promising examples from the existing successful partnerships enhanced with transformative 

elements. 

• Demonstrate the potential of transformative partnerships to accelerate the SDG achievement 

in an integrated, holistic and collaborative manner in the time of interconnected challenges 

of climate change, poverty, and food insecurity with practical solutions, good practices, and 

policies that tackle the issues within this nexus in a time of multiple crises. 

• Provide inputs to the review of SDG 2 for the Expert Group Meeting (EGM) and High-level 

Political Forum (HLPF) and build momentum for the Summit of the Future. 

Additional information 

For more information, please visit the webpage here: https://sdgs.un.org/events/SDG-Action-

Segment-Goal-2  

For any additional questions, please contact Ms. Alison Graham, Office of Sustainable Development 

Goals, FAO, alison.graham@fao.org. 
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Programme 
 

Time Item 

04.15 – 04.20 PM Opening remarks 

• Dr. Stefanos Fotiou, Director, FAO Office of Sustainable Development 
Goals & UN Food Systems Coordination Hub (Moderator) 

04.20 – 04.35 PM Panel 1: Innovative approaches of partnerships in implementing 
thematic SDGs 

• Dr. James Hansen, Senior Research Scientist, IRI, Columbia University 

• Ms. Shreyaa Venkat, World Food Forum Youth Policy Board and 
founder/CEO of the NGO NEST4US 

• Ms. Elizabeth Nsimadala, Ugandan young agriprenuer and 
smallholder farmer, President, Eastern Africa Farmers Federation, 
Board member of World Farmers Organisation (WFO)  

04.35 – 04.50 PM  Panel 2: National enabling environments for fostering effective 
partnerships  

• Ms. Edna Ogwangi, Chief Programs Officer, Rise Against Hunger 

• Mr. Muhammad Sarim Raza, Youth Activist, Act4Food Act4Change 

 

04.50 – 05.10 PM  Q&A and facilitated discussion/interventions from audience 

• Ambassador H.E Ms. Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett, Permanent 
Representative of Guyana to the United Nations 

• Ambassador H.E. Bahia Tahzib-Lie, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to the United Nations 

05.10 – 05.15 PM Closing remarks 

• Mr. Joseph Bangura, Youth Activist/ Rapporteur for SDG Action 
Segment Goal 2, Major Group for Children and Youth 

• Dr. Stefanos Fotiou, Director, FAO Office of Sustainable Development 
Goals & UN Food Systems Coordination Hub (Moderator) 

 


