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DESA/DPIDG is leading the development of strategy guidance 
notes.
• Experts in the practice areas, in global consultation with 

other specialized experts in the field.
• They contain:

• Understanding the strategy; public sector situation and 
trends and methods of implementation;

• Recent case studies; good practices;
• Peer to peer learning; and
• International Development Cooperation

Local aspects of the notes



How can we increase localisation of the principles of 
effective governance for sustainable development?

• Good local governance is not just about providing a range of services but 
also about doing things like ensuring civic dialogue, supporting 
environmentally sustainable local development and enriching the quality 
of life of citizens. 

• Local and regional governments are places of opportunities, but they are 
also tackling the world’s most pressing challenges, which are hampering 
their sustainability and resilience. One of the biggest challenges for many 
small local governments remain a lack of technical capacity, access to 
resources and data, and limited competences to advance these 
commitments.
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Some recommendations from a CEPA paper (2022):

(a) Promote the integration of Sustainable Development Goal 
implementation into national, regional and local policies that 
reflect local priorities, needs, challenges and opportunities;

(b) Provide more technical and financial support for local 
governments through meaningful (regional and international) 
partnerships, including to improve data collection and 
performance monitoring capacities;
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(c) Strengthen local efforts to promote transparency, access to 
information, open local governance and digital transformation 
and to address digital divides;
(d) Promote participatory approaches, in particular in 
budgeting, 
(e) Empower and build the capacity and skills of local and 
regional governments as crucial actors that require appropriate 
and sufficient resources;
(f) Empower and engage all, including young people at local 
levels. Education is also crucial to prevent corruption, ensuring a 
better sustainable future for all.



Since 2019, APRM/ UNDESA have been cooperating in 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and Agenda 2063.

A Baseline Study on the Implementation of the CEPA 
principles in Africa has been produced: 
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2021-10/updated-
version-of-the-CEPA-REPORT_English%20%281%29.pdf
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https://publicadministration.un.org/en/Intergovernment
al-Support/CEPA/Principles-of-Effective-Governance

https://publicadministration.un.org/en/Intergovernment
al-Support/Committee-of-Experts-on-Public-
Administration/Governance-principles/Addressing-
common-governance-challenges/CEPA-strategy-
guidance-notes
Other materials:
Curriculum Toolkit on National to Local Effective 
Governance as well as 6 Handbooks on local governance 
developed by 
DPIDG/UNPOG: https://unpan.un.org/capacity-
development/otc/self-assessment-tools
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