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Facts about mangroves
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Source: The State of the World’s Mangroves 2022. Global Mangrove Alliance
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More than 
1,1 million ha 
of mangroves 
have been lost 
since 1996 

We have 
14 million ha 
mangroves left, 
half of their 
original extent



Community of Ocean Action for 
Mangroves



Purpose of the CoA
It aims to support its members in implementing their mangrove-related 
voluntary commitments (VC) by exchanging progress reports, 
experiences, lessons learned and good practices.

Role of Focal Points
✔ To follow up on the implementation of VCs. 
✔ To promote learning and collaboration
✔ To facilitate collaboration and networking amongst different actors in 

support of SDG 14

Role of Community Members
✔ Engage and network withing the CoA for the benefit of the group. 

Proactively reach out to other members to seek collaboration 
opportunities

✔ Keep the CoA updated of your progress
✔ Encourage others to communicate new voluntary commitments!



Stakeholder Participation
211 VCs 
(to date) 

43% 
of VCs from 
NGOs/CSOs

9% 
of 

governments



Links to Climate Action
55% of commitments contribute towards 
climate action and SDG13



Mangrove Voluntary Commitments
Most common objectives

● Mangrove restoration and rehabilitation (increasing 

forested area)

● Mangrove protection

● Improving community livelihoods

● Empowerment through community-based 

stewardship, management and co-management

● Improving community and ecosystem resilience and 

adaptation to impacts of climate change

● Improving sustainability of fisheries

● Enhancing carbon storage (blue carbon)

● Improving knowledge base

 Specific Activities

● Mangrove planting
● Putting in place and increasing MPAs and PAs

● Implementing ecosystem approach, i.e. Ridge to Reef, Marine Spatial 

Planning

● Enhancing participation, gender issues, social justice and human rights

● Pollution reduction

● Scientific research in carbon storage, mapping, monitoring, modeling and 

migratory species research

● Strengthening cultural aspects of management and use of traditional 

knowledge

● Quantification of ecosystem services, valuation

● Influencing policy (climate change/biodiversity)

● Ecotourism and other sustainable economic activities

● Public awareness and education

● Financing

* From analysis done in 2018



How can we as a Community help VC implementation?*

● Advocating at the international and national policy levels
● Disseminating best practices 
● Sharing of mapping information and updated mangrove coastal 

vulnerability data
● Coordinate efforts for outreach and educational campaigns. 
● Sharing knowledge of relevant similar commitments within the 

mangrove community by providing an overview of the mangrove 
VCs by region.

● Find companies interested in investing

* From a survey done to CoA members in 2018



Practical challenges to realize the purpose of the CoA

● Information challenges: lack of access to disaggregated data online 
(geographies, geospatial data, extent in hectares), which would 
allow for data analysis and comparability. 

● Reporting challenges: noticeable low rate of reporting from existing 
VCs. 

●  Follow-up challenges: emailing list of VCs not available to focal 
points

● Coordination challenges: some VCs can be assigned to several 
CoAs which requires strengthened coordination  

The CoAs should be considered a mechanism to facilitate the success of the UN Ocean 
Conference in 2025 BUT they didn’t have visibility in the CSOs consultations.



Featured initiatives/VCs



Initiative (&Partnership):
Global Mangrove Alliance and Mangrove Breakthrough





Initiative:
Great Blue 
Wall
The Great Blue Wall, launched at the 
UNFCCC COP26 in Glasgow, is a Western 
Indian Ocean led, Africa driven roadmap to 
achieve a nature positive world by 2030.



2016 –2025 9.1 million EUR

Working in partnership to reverse the decline of mangrove habitats in an 
effort to restore biodiversity, protect livelihoods, and address climate 
change

•Raising awareness and capacity of political decision makers
•Embedding ambitious goals in political agendas
•Building and accelerating partnerships
•Enhancing and exchanging knowledge and solutions
•Increasing relevance of mangrove/NbS investment

Connecting:
• international level
• regional cooperation in the Western Indian Ocean
• national work in Kenya, Madagascar, Mozambique and 
Tanzania
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Initiative: 
Save our Mangroves Now!
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Initiative:
Mangroves for the Future

• 3 major donors 
(Sida, Norad, 
Danida)

• 11 
member 
countries

• 150+ 
institutional 
partners

• 230+ 
members in the 11 
national 
coordinating bodies

• 500+ small, 
medium and large 
projects funded

Policy relevant: 

People centered:

Partnership based:

Supporting national legal and policy 
frameworks

Assisting coastal communities in 
livelihood development

Seeking to meet the needs of all partners
Investment orientated: Recognizing coastal ecosystems as valuable

natural infrastructure



- CAD 30 million

- March 2023-March 2026
- Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique, Comoros 

and Madagascar

Initiative:
Regenerative seascapes for people, 
climate, and nature

Improved effectiveness and equitable conservation of 
locally managed marine areas, including key coastal 

and marine ecosystems, for nature and people

Enhanced adoption of gender responsive NbS by local 
actors for effective management and sustainable use 

of coastal and marine resources

Increasing women’s economic empowerment in NbS 
value chains for climate change adaptation
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Partnership:
IUCN Members and IUCN Mangroves 
Specialist Group

1400+ IUCN Members (States, National and 
Subnational Governments, Int’l and National 
NGOs, and IP organizations)

3 Members dedicated to mangroves, 5 
Members focusing on coasts, and 40+ 
Members specialized in seas and oceans

- 30+ experts on the MSG, chaired by Prof. 
Shing Yip (Joe) LEE from the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong

- MSG 2015 Annual Meeting held in Xiamen
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What is still needed to drive a joint global 
mangrove agenda?
• Connect initiatives and agree on complementary roles and 

mandates
• Embed shared ambitions for mangroves in Ramsar, CBD and 

UNFCCC conventions and the SDGs
• Develop joint strategies and plans;
• Build on existing knowledge and experience
• Ensure a science-based approach and learn from the past; 

steer away from driving large-scale tree-planting efforts
• Connect political momentum to financial pledges and build 

a pipeline of investible projects on the ground
• Commit to a shared global goal for mangroves



Thank you!

For more information contact: 
Adriana Vidal Adriana.vidal@iucn.org 
Maria Rivera rivera@ramsar.org 

mailto:Adriana.vidal@iucn.org
mailto:rivera@ramsar.org

