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In trod uc t ion  
 The Zimb a b we Na tiona l Sta t is t ic a l Age nc y

(ZIMSTAT), in te rms of the Ce ns us a nd Sta t is t ic s Ac t
of 20 0 7, p rovid e s offic ia l s ta t is t ic s for monitoring of
na t iona l a nd g lob a l d e ve lopme nt p la ns .

 This p re s e nta t ion p rovid e s a high ligh t on the s ta tus of
d a ta for SDG monitoring a nd c ha lle nge s e nc ounte re d
d uring its p rod uc t ion .
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Status of SDG Indicators



● During the 20 22 pe riod ZIMSTAT c a rrie d out a

Popula t ion a nd Hous ing Ce ns us whic h p rod uc e d 3 0

SDG ind ic a tors d ire c t ly from the d a ta .

● The in trod uc t ion of a Qua rte rly La b our Forc e Surve y

ha s a ls o s e e n a n improve me nt in up to d a te d a ta on

e mployme nt a nd une mployme nt .
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● Up d a te d GDP fig ure s c ove ring the pe riod 20 17 to
20 21 we re re le a s e d .

● The Age nc y is now prod uc ing qua rte rly GDP fig ure s ,
a move tha t will improve pe riod ic ity a nd p rovid e
t ime ly d a ta for the De volu t ion Age nd a , (20 19 - 20 22).
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● Pla nne d ZDHS whic h foc us e s on he a lth ind ic a tors a nd
whos e re s u lts s hould b e a va ila b le b y J une 20 24

● Upd a t ing of Vita l a nd Mig ra t ion Sta t is t ic s in p rog re s s

● Zimb a b we Bud ge t ing Surve y (formerly PICES) to b e
und e rta ke n d uring the 4 th q t r 20 23 .
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● Ove ra ll, a b out 6 3 ,2% of p rioriris e d SDG ind ic a tors c a n
b e monitore d us ing a va ila b le d a ta le a ving a ga p of
3 6 ,8 %.

● This is a fte r inc orpora t ing da ta c olle c te d from the
20 22 Pop ula t ion a nd Hous ing Ce ns us & Qua rte rly
La b ourforc e .
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63.2%

Quantitative Qualitative Administrative

86 14 63

Social Goals-5
Economic Goals – 3
Environmental Goals - 8
Peace - 1

Prioritized Goals:
Goal 2: 
Goal 3: 
Goal 4: 
Goal 5.
Goal 6: 
Goal 7: 
Goal 8: 
Goal 9: 
Goal 13: 
Goal 17:



Data Gaps and Challenges 
Faced in Overcoming the 

Gaps
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Da ta p rod uce d b y ZIMSTAT for SDG monitoring is d e rive d from its
c e ns us e s a nd s urve ys whils t o the r ins t itu t ions p roduc e
a d minis tra t ive d a ta .

Howe ve r, the s e c e ns us e s a nd s urve ys a re pe riod ic a l a nd c a rrie d
out a fte r a fixe d pe riod of t ime , e .g . 3 , 5 a nd 10 ye a rs . This re s ults
in the p ro life ra t ion of da ta ga ps in b e twe e n s urve ys unle s s s uc h
d a ta a re a va ila b le from othe r s ourc e s .



Howe ve r, the s itua t ion with re ga rd s to d a ta a va ila b ility s hows tha t
the re s t ill e xis t d a ta ga ps .

● It s hould b e note d tha t ga ps e xis t whe re d a ta is e n t ire ly not
a va ila b le a nywhe re (e g . Goa l 14 )

● ZIMSTAT is c a rrying out a d a ta ga p a na lys is to e s ta b lis h whic h
ind ic a tors a re mos t ly a ffe c te d .

● It is on ly through s uc h a n e xe rc is e tha t a p la n c a n b e d e ve lope d
to find wa ys of mit iga t ing the s e ga ps 12



Cha lle nge s  in  Ove rc oming  Ga ps
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● Mis s ing Da ta - whe re d a ta is not c o lle c te d a nywhe re

● Non- e xis te nc e of a robus t s ha ring a rra nge me nt b e twe e n
ZIMSTAT a nd d a ta s upp lie rs

● Fa ilure to c ond uc t d e d ic a te d s urve ys d ue to fund ing is s ue s

● No c a pa c ity to e xp lore o the r s ourc e s of d a ta , e .g c it ize n
ge ne ra te d d a ta , b ig d a ta



Recommendations for 
Mitigation of Data Gaps



Na tiona l Stra te gy for De ve lopme nt  of Sta t is t ic s  
(NSDS III), 20 21 - 20 25

● The prod uc t ion of a Na tiona l Stra te gy for De ve lopme nt of
Sta t is t ic s (NSDS III), is e xpe c te d to inc re a s e d a ta a va ila b le for
monitoring De ve lopme nts Pla ns through improve d
c olla b ora t ion with NSS s ta ke hold e rs .

● The s tra te g y wa s d e s igne d in line with a s p ira t ions of NDS1,
Age nd a 20 3 0 a nd Age nd a 20 6 3 a nd is e xpe c te d to mit iga te
the c ha lle nge s of d a ta ga ps through a d op tion of a
c olla b ora t ive a pp roa c h in d a ta p rod uc t ion .
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● A lot of d a ta tha t c a n b e ha rne s s e d for s ta t is t ic a l
purpos e s a re s c a t te re d a c ros s mos t MDAs a nd with
b e t te r c oord ina t ion of the Na t iona l Sta t is t ic a l Sys te m,
d a ta flow to ZIMSTAT will b e g re a t ly improve d .
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Us e  of Non – Tra d it iona l Sourc e s  of Da ta

● The Ag e nc y, in line with g lob a l t re nd s in s ta t is t ic a l
p rod uc t ion is c ons id e ring the us e of non- t ra d it iona l
s ourc e s of d a ta s uc h a s c it ize n ge ne ra te d d a ta , b ig d a ta
a nd proxie s to c omple me nt a lre a d y e xis t ing s ourc e s .

● Howe ve r, going th is route ma y ta ke s ome t ime to
imp le me nt d ue to la c k of c a p a c ity a nd the ne e d to le a rn
from b e s t p ra c t ic e .
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Da ta  Sha ring  Agre e me nts

● MDAs a nd othe r ins t itu t ions with in the NSS ge ne ra te
huge a mounts of d a ta ke p t a s a d minis t ra t ive re c ord s .

● Suc h d a ta c a n b e ha rne s s e d for s ta t is t ic a l purpos e s a nd
he lp re d uc e e xis t ing d a ta ga ps .

● ZIMSTAT De ve lope d a Da ta Sha ring Agre e me nt to a llow
the Age nc y e a s y a c c e s s to s e c ond a ry d a ta . The
a g re e me nt s hould a llow ZIMSTAT to re c e ive d a ta in a n
a g re e d forma t a t a g re e d t ime line s 18



Pa rtne rs h ip s  in  Da ta  Colle c t ion

● The Age nc y c a n b oos t d a ta a va ila b ility throug h
pa rtne rs h ip s with orga nis a t ions in the ir a re a s of in te re s t .

● Suc h pa rtne rs h ip s p rovid e d a ta to c omple me nt a lre a d y
e xis t ing or whe re d a ta is e n t ire ly not a va ila b le

19



The Agency responsible must fulfil 
coordination function effectively

Closing
Data 
Gaps

Supply 
Vs.

Demand

Adopt common principles, standards
and policy frameworks to ensure data
comparability and the capacity to
integrate data from different sources,
as well as a supportive environment
for collaboration

Production must occur within a 
framework of demand

Consider the use of ,non-traditional 
sources, proxies where data are not 
readily available

A “robust” funding model that
ensures long-term production of vital
data.

Partnerships in Data Production

Data Sharing Agreements



I  THANK  YOU
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