
 
 

Issue #1: 11 October 2023 
229 days to go!  

 
Message from the Secretary-General of the SIDS4 Conference: 
 
“I am honoured to serve as Secretary-General of the Fourth International Conference on 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS4), which is taking place from 27 to 30 May 2024. 
Hosted by Antigua and Barbuda under the theme “charting the course toward resilient 
prosperity,” the Conference is expected to deliver a bold new Programme of Action for SIDS, 
with concrete, measurable targets to support SIDS to achieve their sustainable development 
objectives over the next ten years. The outcome will build on the SAMOA Pathway (2014); 
Mauritius Strategy (2004); and Barbados Programme of Action (1994). 
 
The international community has long recognized the unique challenges that magnify SIDS 
vulnerability to external economic, social and environmental shocks including their small 
size, geographical remoteness, and comparatively narrow resource and export bases. The 
Conference will bring together world leaders, partners, civil society, private sector, 
academia, youth and other stakeholders, through a formal programme, including plenary 
sessions and interactive dialogues, as well as a range of side events, to develop practical and 
impactful solutions to address SIDS-specific challenges.  
  
Over the past few months, SIDS have engaged in a preparatory process to lay the foundation 
for an ambitious outcome at SIDS4. Already, they are converging on priorities and proposing 
solutions for action at national, regional and global levels.  I encourage all Member States to 
engage in the upcoming intergovernmental negotiations and support SIDS in this important 
endeavor.” 
 

— Mr. Li Junhua, UN Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs  
 

 
 

https://sdgs.un.org/smallislands
https://sdgs.un.org/smallislands
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N14/628/45/PDF/N1462845.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N05/237/16/PDF/N0523716.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N94/276/99/PDF/N9427699.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.un.org/smallislands


 
 
Regional preparatory meetings 
 
In preparation for SIDS4, regional meetings were held in each of the three SIDS regions to 
assess progress implementing the SAMOA Pathway and identify regional priorities and areas 
for action at SIDS4. 
  
The Atlantic, Indian Ocean and South China Seas (AIS) Preparatory Meeting was hosted by 
Mauritius from 24 to 26 July. The AIS outcome document is available here. The Caribbean 
Preparatory Meeting was hosted by St. Vincent and the Grenadines from 8 to 10 August. 
The Caribbean outcome document is available here. The Pacific Preparatory Meeting was 
hosted by Tonga from 16 to 18 August. The Pacific outcome document is available here. 
 

https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/FINAL%20AIS%20Oucome%20Doc%202023%2007%2026.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-09/Caribbean%20regional%20SIDS%20Outcome%20Doc%20Sept23rvd.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-08/Nuku%27alofa%20Outcome%20Document_Pacific%20SIDS%20Regional%20Preparatory%20Meeting%20-%20Final%20after%20silence_25Aug2023.pdf


  
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
Interregional meeting 
 
The interregional meeting, hosted by Cabo Verde from 30 August to 1 September, was an 
opportunity for SIDS to identify their shared priorities. The Praia Declaration sets out a 
common position, listing several action items under five pillars, which will be the basis of the 
new Programme of Action: 

• Revitalizing our economies: strategies for dynamic and inclusive growth; 

• Transformative actions to enhance environmental resilience; 

• Forging a path to empowerment, equity, inclusion, peaceful societies and safe 
communities; 

• Strengthening institutional and statistical capacity; 

• Means of implementation: from vulnerability toward a more resilient future. 
  
Among the priorities identified were climate change, access to concessional finance, 
including debt sustainability, biodiversity, blue economy, institutional capacity, 
partnerships, means of implementation, and monitoring and evaluation, including data. 
 

https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-09/Interregional%20outcome%20-%20FINAL.pdf


 
 

Stakeholders’ participation – special accreditation for non-governmental 
organizations and other relevant stakeholders 

Participation of representatives from non-governmental organizations, major groups and 
other relevant stakeholders at the SIDS4 Conference is guided by General Assembly 
resolution A/RES/77/245 (Para 38, and Para 41) as well as by A/CONF.223/2024.PC.L1 
(Annex II, Section III). 

Who can participate? 

Organizations that fall under the following categories will be able to request registration for 
their representatives to attend the SIDS4 Conference:  

1. Non-governmental organizations and major groups identified in Agenda 21 and 
other stakeholders in consultative status with ECOSOC. You can check if your 
organization has consultative status with ECOSOC here.  
 

2. Organizations that were accredited to any of the following previous United Nations’ 
conferences on the sustainable development of SIDS (please click on the links for 
details):  

• Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Island 
Developing States, 26 April-6 May 1994, Bridgetown, Barbados;   

• International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Programme of 
Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, 
10-14 January 2005, Port Louis, Mauritius; and/or  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2FRES%2F77%2F245&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
http://undocs.org/en/A/CONF.223/2024/PC/L.1
https://esango.un.org/civilsociety/displayConsultativeStatusSearch.do?method=search
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/SIDS_Accredited_Organizations_Barbados.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/SIDS_Accredited_Organizations_Barbados.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/SIDS_Accredited_Organizations_Mauritius.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/SIDS_Accredited_Organizations_Mauritius.pdf


• Third International Conference on Small Island Developing States, 1-4 
September 2014, Apia, Samoa.  

Special accreditation process 

As guided by resolution A/CONF.223/2024.PC.L1 (Annex II, Section III), other relevant 
stakeholders who do not meet the above criteria but who wish to attend and contribute to 
the Conference may participate as observers in the Conference, as well as in the 
preparatory meetings, subject to the approval of the Preparatory Committee or the General 
Assembly.  

The secretariat of the Conference will review the relevance of the work of the applicant 
organizations on the basis of their background and involvement in sustainable development 
issues, in particular in the follow-up of the Barbados Programme of Action for the 
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, the Mauritius Strategy for 
Implementation and the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway.  

Interested organizations must apply here by 10 November 2023. 

For additional information about stakeholder participation in the SIDS4 Conference, please 
visit: un.org/smallislands.  
 

Global Online Stakeholder Consultation Report 
 
To engage stakeholders, especially those in SIDS countries, with the substantive 
preparations for the Conference, the United Nations Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs (UN DESA), in collaboration with the UN Office of the High Representative for the 
Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing 
States (UN-OHRLLS), convened a global online stakeholder consultation from 13 June to 7 
July 2023. Through the online form, stakeholders were asked to identify key challenges that 
SIDS face in achieving their sustainable development priorities and to highlight policy 
recommendations and examples of game-changing actions that can accelerate progress 
toward sustainable development in SIDS.  
 
Based on more than 170 inputs from stakeholders, UN DESA prepared three regional 
snapshots and one interregional report that were promoted in connection with the regional 
and interregional preparatory meetings. The reports are available here: 

• Atlantic, Indian Ocean and South China Sea (AIS) Region 
• Caribbean Region 
• Pacific Region 
• SIDS4 Conference Global Online Stakeholder Consultation Report 

For more information about the online consultation, please visit: bit.ly/SIDS4Consultation. 
All of the received answers can be accessed here: bit.ly/SIDSOnlineConsultationPublic. 
  

Next steps 

https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/SIDS_Accredited_Organizations_Samoa.pdf
http://undocs.org/en/A/CONF.223/2024/PC/L.1
https://www.un.org/esa/dsd/dsd_aofw_sids/sids_pdfs/BPOA.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/dsd/dsd_aofw_sids/sids_pdfs/BPOA.pdf
https://undocs.org/en/A/CONF.207/11
https://undocs.org/en/A/CONF.207/11
https://www.un.org/ohrlls/sites/www.un.org.ohrlls/files/samoa_pathway.pdf
https://indico.un.org/event/1007774/
https://sdgs.un.org/smallislands
https://sdgs.un.org/events/online-stakeholder-consultation-fourth-international-conference-small-island-developing
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/AIS%20Regional%20Snapshot%20%282%29%20%281%29.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-08/Caribbean%20Regional%20Snapshot.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-08/Pacific%20Regional%20Snapshot.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-08/Global%20Report%20-%20SIDS%20Online%20Stakeholder%20Consultation_0.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/events/online-stakeholder-consultation-fourth-international-conference-small-island-developing
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FSIDSOnlineConsultationPublic&data=05%7C01%7Cnaiara.costa%40un.org%7C54b1eb82375449b5bd5108dbc05a4ab3%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638315266247798655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EUr6nrjCL9XhZycPKfHLnXWMEucHD1hcy4d%2F48mjeXI%3D&reserved=0


 
During the upcoming UN General Assembly Second Committee session, Member States will 
consider the annual resolution on implementation of the SAMOA Pathway, which will begin 
to lay the groundwork for ambitious outcomes at SIDS4. 
  
A zero draft outcome document for the Conference will be circulated to all Member States 
in December, ahead of intergovernmental negotiations commencing in January. Two 
Preparatory Committee sessions will be convened in New York from 22 to 26 January 2024 
and from 1 to 5 April 2024 to progress the outcome document and build momentum toward 
the Conference. 
 

For more information 
  

• Visit the official SIDS4 website at sdgs.un.org/smallislands. 

• Click here to sign up for our newsletter and receive the latest updates about the 
Conference straight to your inbox.  

• Sign up here to receive regular updates and information regarding stakeholder 
engagement opportunities in the lead-up to and during the SIDS4 Conference. 

 
 

     
 

https://sdgs.un.org/smallislands
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/14PKKxhlnd3W5xRaFtZwEFbRvMIZ2JvWQXBRz66d8UzY/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fe%2F06zv7tJ2HE&data=05%7C01%7Canastassiya.khvan%40un.org%7C23c74b9e032e4ec9beb608dbc9b34670%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638325544033477724%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mTFXPLon1KnOwsLg%2BMJT3AHwYULk5EIJ0jXaBEbbfik%3D&reserved=0
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