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- H.E. Csaba Kőrösi, President of the 77th Session of the UN General Assembly
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23rd March 2023

Dear Secretary General,

Urgent call for greater accountability, rigor, and ambition in the outcomes of the United
Nations 2023 Water Conference and the Water Action Agenda

We write to express our grave concern that without your decisive action, the UN Water
Conference 2023 and the Water Action Agenda will fail to secure the more just, resilient, and
sustainable water future that the world so urgently needs. Humanity faces massive and
unprecedented climate-induced disruption to global water systems, and progress on delivering
the water-related Sustainable Development Goals is shamefully inadequate. As a result, half of
the global population face water stress by 2025, many millions of people, particularly women
and girls, are locked into a life of ill-health and lost opportunity, and the catastrophic loss of
ecosystems gains pace. We urge you to demonstrate bold leadership to dramatically raise the
level of accountability, rigor and ambition within the Conference outcomes to reflect the gravity
and urgency of our global water challenges.

As representatives of civil society, water users, water managers and the research community we
work at the front line of the water crisis to realize the human rights to water and sanitation and
good water governance. We understand the historical significance of this week’s endeavors, as
well as the factors that determine successful interventions on water. We therefore appeal to you
to take immediate steps to strengthen the impact of the Conference and Water Action Agenda
by prioritizing:
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Accountability: Over 600 voluntary commitments have been submitted to the Water
Action Agenda. We fear that their disparate and uncoordinated nature will further
fracture an already fragmented sector and occupy political space on water without
unlocking substantive progress. As voluntary commitments, they are likely to suffer from
woefully low levels of accountability which will conspire against effective delivery.
Instead, coming out of this Conference and going forward, we need to see binding
agreements, cohesive action and transparent reporting from world governments, the
business community, and financial institutions alongside greater levels of targeted aid,
financial and policy reform to address the systemic failures which perpetuate water
insecurity, unsustainable water use and inadequate access to WASH. Without
accountability for systemic change at its core, the Water Action Agenda risks irrelevance.

Rigor: Action must be based on reliable knowledge, evidence of what works, and the
lessons of the past four decades of effort. It should also be informed by the realities and
voices of those most affected. Inputs to the Conference and the preparatory process
could have benefited from formal systematic review of evidence on the bottlenecks and
opportunities for delivering each of the SDG6 targets, and inclusive engagement with the
most water insecure communities. Just as action on climate is informed by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the water crisis warrants its own scientific
panel / commission to review progress, resolve controversies and channel rigorous
evidence to decision makers, alongside mechanisms which enable transparent and
genuine inclusion of lay and science perspectives.

Ambition: This unique opportunity to reset our water management paradigm must be
seized to address the root causes of the water crisis and to establish the institutional
arrangements needed for progress. The Conference must set in train action to establish
a new transnational water governance regime to set ground rules, arbitrate fair water
use, and to bolster authority, transparency, accountability and participation at regional,
national, and local scales. In addition to a new United Nations’ water envoy, a UN
Convention on Sustainable and Equitable Water Use or ‘Just Water Treaty’ would
backstop political prioritization, nurture civic space, and enforce accountability for water.

Now is the time to embed these imperatives and so secure an impactful legacy for this historic
conference for a fair and secure water future for all of humanity. We stand ready to work with
you, and all stakeholders to make sure that this opportunity is not lost.

Yours sincerely,

Representatives of global civil society, water users and the academic community working
for safe WASH and water security listed below:



Name Title Organization

Sareen Malik
Executive
Secretary

African Civil Society Network for Water and
Sanitation

Dr Nick Hepworth Executive Director Water Witness International, UK

Malesi Shivaji Director
Kenya Civil Society Network for Water and
Sanitation

Barbara Schriener Executive Director Water Integrity Network, Germany

Alana Potter
Global
Coordinator End Water Poverty, South Africa

Nathalie Seguin Coordinator Freshwater Action Network Mexico

Abel Degange Executive Director Shahidi wa Maji, Tanzania

Prof Naho Mirumachi

Professor of
Environmental
Politics King’s College London, UK

Dieneke van der Wijk
Managing
Director Simavi, The Netherlands

Lucy Stevens
Head of Cities
programme Practical Action, UK

Brian Reed WASH trainer United Kingdom

Prof Chad Staddon

Prof of Resource
Economics and
Policy UWE, Bristol, UK



Harold Lockwood Director Aguaconsult, UK

Dr Gustavo
Valdivia-Corrales Lecturer Universidad del Pacífico, Lima - Peru

Dr Caterina Fonseca Finance Specialist IRC, Netherlands

Franella Halla Lecturer Ardhi University, Tanzania

Tseguereda Abraham

Senior WASH
Manager,
Governance,
Rights &
Accountability On behalf of WaterAid

Cate Lamb
Global Director,
Water Security CDP, UK

Walter Chinangwa
National
Coordinator Water Witness Malawi

Professor Bruce
Lankford

Irrigation and
Water
Governance
Expert University of East Anglia, UK

Eng Herbert Kashililah Chairperson Laken Rukwa Basin Water Office, Tanzania

Abatneh Biazen
Senior WASH
program Advisor Caritas Switzerland

Simon O'Connell CEO SNV, Netherlands

Enock Kiminta Chief Executive
Kenya National Association of Water Resource
Users Associations



Stephan Simon WASH advisor Welthungerhilfe, Germany

Reuben Akili Program Officer
Combined Harare Residents Association,
Zimbabwe

Peter Nyapetwa Coordinator
Epworth Residents Development Association,
Zimbabwe

Lloyd Mupfudze Director
Gutu United Residents and Ratepayers
Association, Zimbabwe

Molvin Dube Director Gwanda Residents Association, Zimbabwe

Charles Mazorodze Director Gweru Residents Forum, Zimbabwe

Cornilia Selipiwe Director
Gweru Residents and Ratepayers Association,
Zimbabwe

Precious Shumba Director Harare Residents Trust, Zimbabwe

Tafadzwa Goliathi Coordinator
Kadoma Progressive Residents Association,
Zimbabwe

Alex Homela Chairperson
Kwekwe Residents and Ratepayers Association,
Zimbabwe

Vumani Ndlovu Coordinator
Lupane Residents and Ratepayers Development
Trust, Zimbabwe

Tapiwa Chengeta Director Marondera Residents Open Forum, Zimbabwe

Muteyo Upenyu Director
Marondera Progressive Residents and
Ratepayers Association, Zimbabwe



Anoziva Muguti Director
Masvingo United Residents and Ratepayers
Alliance, Zimbabwe

Reverend Mhosira Director
Mutoko Residents and Ratepayers Association,
Zimbabwe

Sitshengisiwe Kalenge Chairperson Mvuma Residents Association Trust, Zimbabwe

David Machombo Coordinator Norton Residents Alliance Trust, Zimbabwe

Westone Makoni Chairperson
Penhalonga Residents and Ratepayers Trust,
Zimbabwe

Masimba Manyanya Coordinator Simukai Rural Residents Association, Zimbabwe

Josephat Tizirai Coordinator
United Chiredzi Residents and Ratepayers
Association, Zimbabwe

Edson Dube Director
United Mutare Residents and Ratepayers Trust,
Zimbabwe

Paul Makuvise Coordinator Buhera Rural Residents Association, Zimbabwe

Royal Ndlovu Coordinator
Victoria Falls Combined Residents Association,
Zimbabwe

George Makoni Director
Wedza Rural Development Initiative Trust,
Zimbabwe

Michael Ticharwa
Chibodo Director Shurugwi Residents Forum, Zimbabwe

Badges Chidemo Director
Ruwa Residents and Ratepayers Association
Trust



Harmony Chabuka
Interim Secretary
General

Redcliff Residents and Ratepayers Association,
Zimbabwe

Fidelis Chima
Greater Hwange Residents Association,
Zimbabwe

David Matumbike Coordinator Local Government Trust, Zimbabwe

David Mutambirwa
Mutare Residents and Ratepayers Association,
Zimbabwe

Peter Hove Director
Zvishavane Residents and Ratepayers
Association Trust, Zimbabwe

Joel Zilala Chairperson
Progressive Karoi Residents Association,
Zimbabwe

Hardlife Mudzingwa
National
Coordinator Community Water Alliance, Zimbabwe

Admire Zaya Director
Chitungwiza Progressive Residents Association,
Zimbabwe

Dr Neil Munro
Senior Lecturer in
Chinese Politics University of Glasgow, UK

Steffen Wiese WASH focal point Tearfund Germany

Emmanuel Jackson
National
Coordinator TAWASANET, Tanzania

Thilo Panzerbieter Executive Director German Toilet Organization

Timothy Kpeh
Executive
Director

United Youth for Peace Education Transparency
and Development in Liberia



Benjamin Adrion Executive Board Viva Con Agua Foundation

Michael Fritz
Co-Founder,
Activist Viva con Agua

Neven Subotic CEO Well:Fair Foundation

Dr Shehnaaz Moosa Director Southsouthnorth

Yunia Musaazi Executive Director Uganda Water & Sanitation Network

Aisha Faith Nankanja Executive Director
Rural Water Initiative for Climate Action (
RWICA) Uganda

Shivika Aggrawal

Water Literacy
Advocate &
Research Advisor Delta Lives, India

Iris Zhan Youth messenger ClimateScience

Joel Mukanga
Safe Water
Manager UpEnergy Group

Faith Zungu Co-founder Water talks

Ekansh Agarwal SERB OVDF Purdue University USA and SERB India

Esayas Menegsha
Africa Program
Manager Water Witness International, Ethiopia

Eng. Fabrice
KABURUGUTU

Founder and
CEO

Association of Young Leaders United for
Sustainable Development, AJLUDD

Delphine Magara
Youth
Coordinator Swiss Water Partnership Youth



Patrick Moriarty IRC

Simi Kamal Chairperson Hisaar Foundation (Pakistan)

Tigist Gebremedhin WASH Manager HEKS-EPER

Muluken Emagnu

WASH Systems
Strengthening
Approach
Manager

Welthungerhilfe, Ethiopia

Hellen N KasujjaDr
Samantha Ross

Deputy Executive
Director Director

Community Integrated Development Initiatives
(CIDI)LINK Education, UK

Jessica Troell

Director,
International
Water Program Environmental Law Institute

Arti Indallah
Tjakranegara

Country
Engagement
Manager
Indonesia

Humanis and Social Innovation
Foundation/Yayasan Humanis dan Inovasi Sosial
(member of VCA Alliance)

Ariana Karamallis

Programme
Coordinator,
Advocacy &
Resilience

Slum Dwellers International (member of VCA
Alliance)

Joseph Muturi Chair of the Board Slum Dwellers International

Essia Guezzi

Country
Engagement
Manager Tunisia Hivos (member of VCA Alliance)

Meena Nair Head - Research Public Affairs Centre, India.



Binesh Roy

WASH
Programme
Manager WaterAid Nepal

Ashok Chapagain
Senior
Researcher Pacific Institute

Peter Njaggah

Director
Licensing,
Standards &
Advocacy

Water Services Regulatory Board( Wasreb)-
Kenya.

Ken Caplan Director Partnerships in Practice, UK

Said Maneno
Assistant
Lecturer OUT-Tanzania

Charlotte Scott Project Manager
SouthSouthNorth, Voices for Just Climate Action
Alliance

Dr Martin Atela
Head, Research
& Policy

Partnership for African Social & Governance
Research, Kenya

Olutayo
Bankole-Bolawole

Regional Director,
East Africa &
Ethiopia WaterAid

Nathaniel Mason Director Manatee Insight Ltd.

Prof Lyla Mehta
Professorial
Fellow Institute of Development Studies, UK

Veronica Brand RSHM
NGO
Representative Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary

Birgilio Rivera Cabrera CEO Uso Inteligente ASV AC



Murtah Shannon Policy advisor Both ENDS

Solene Pradat-Paz
Heads of
Secretariat WASH Roadmap

Georgina Vidriales Chan
Country
Co-Coordinator Redes del Agua Mexico and SENDAS A.C.

Claudia Velarde Ponce
de Leon Area coordinator AIDA, Mexico

María de Lourdes Vargas
Ramírez Presidenta Fundación Ecología con Amor A.C.

Valentina Riva
Head of External
Affairs The Brooke

Michelle Loisel,DC
NGO
Representative Company of the Daughters of Charity

Deepa Joshi

Gender and
Social Inclusion
Lead

International Water Management Institute, Sri
Lanka

El ouidadi omar
National
coordinator

Moroccan alliance for climate and sustainable
développement AMCDD

Jane Sembuche Country Director Wateraid Uganda

Dr Athanas A. Ngalawa Chairperson

Wings Environmental and Education
Transformation Unity (WEETU)-
Morogoro,Tanzania




