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Drinking water and sanitation are human rights, and access to drinking water, sanitation and

hygiene services is vital to health, development and social and economic progress

Access to safe drinking water and sanitation are internationally recognized human rights, derived
from the right to an adequate standard of living under Article 11(1) of the International Covenant

on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Furthermore, since 2015, the General Assembly and the Human Rights Council have recognized
both the right to safe drinking water and the right to sanitation as closely related but distinct human
rights. International human rights law obliges States to work towards achieving universal access
to water and sanitation for all, without any discrimination, while prioritizing those most in need.
In guiding the implementation by States, key elements of the rights to water and sanitation are
elaborated by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in its General Comment

No. 15. Water must always be:

« Availability: The water supply for each person must be sufficient and continuous to cover
personal and domestic uses, which comprise water for drinking, washing clothes, food
preparation and personal and household hygiene. There must be a sufficient number of
sanitation facilities within or in the immediate vicinity of each household, and all health or
educational institutions, workplaces and other public places to ensure that all the needs of
each person are met.

e Accessibility: Water and sanitation facilities must be physically accessible and within safe
reach for all sections of the population, taking into account the needs of particular groups,

including persons with disabilities, women, children and older persons.


https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CESCR.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CESCR.aspx

o Affordability: Water services must be affordable to all. No individual or group should be
denied access to safe drinking water because they cannot afford to pay.

o Quality and safety: Water for personal and domestic use must be safe and free from micro-
organisms, chemical substances and radiological hazards that constitute a threat to a
person’s health. Sanitation facilities must be hygienically safe to use and prevent human,
animal and insect contact with human excreta.

o Acceptability: All water and sanitation facilities must be culturally acceptable and
appropriate, and sensitive to gender, life-cycle and privacy requirements.

FORI FOUNDATION FOR WOMEN EMPOWERMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL
ONITIATIVE(FOFOWEEI) joined the world to campaign and accelerate our voices in
Identifying the solutions and pathways that can deliver accelerated change in hygiene.
Identifying accelerating change to solve the water & sanitation crisis ESPECIALLY IN Niger

and the world at large.

With the campaign” Be the Change” FORI FOUNDATION encourages Water stakeholders,
Governments, Water Philanthropist, Academia, CSOs, INGOs to take action in their lives with

water. the only solutions that can narrow the gap in achieving the relevant SDGs.
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