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700 words 
 
 
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,  
 
Please let me begin by thanking the President of the General Assembly, his 
Excellency Csaba Kőrösi, for convening this important meeting and the co-hosts of 
the UN 2023 Water Conference, the Republic of Tajikistan and the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, for their vision and leadership.  
 
As Chair of UN-Water, I am pleased that we have been able to work closely with the 
co-hosts and the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, that 
serves as the Secretariat for the Conference, to provide substantive support to this 
milestone event and its preparatory process. 
 
-- 
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
We are within sight of a once-in-a-generation opportunity – a watershed moment – to 
unite the world around the global water and sanitation crisis. 
 
Global demand for water is rocketing, while many water sources are becoming more 
polluted. 
 
Agriculture is getting thirstier, as is industry, manufacturing and energy generation. 
 
Climate change is making water scarcer and more unpredictable, wreaking havoc 
and displacing many people. 
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Chronic underinvestment throughout the water cycle has left billions of people living 
in indignity and ill-health. 
 
We cannot build a fairer, more stable, more sustainable future while we allow this 
situation to continue. 
 
Without urgent action, as a global society we remain dangerously vulnerable to 
threats, including the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Right now, the world is seriously off track to meet SDG 6 and other water-related 
goals and targets.  
 
The latest data gathered via UN-Water’s Integrated Monitoring Initiative for SDG 6 
show that governments must quadruple their rate of progress to ensure water and 
sanitation for all by 2030. 
 
Many countries will need to work even faster. 
 
If we are to keep the promises of the 2030 Agenda, this work is fundamental. 
 
Solving the water and sanitation challenges is absolutely critical to building resilience 
and supporting progress towards all of the other SDGs, including on climate change, 
environment, gender, health, education, social justice, and livelihoods. 
 
This is why the midterm review of the Water Action Decade 2018-2028, with its UN 
2023 Water Conference, MUST be a turning point in the water story.  
 
In recent months, the UN-Water family has been pleased to help shape the themes 
for interactive dialogues that are designed to drive rapid change.  
 
Today, the themes of the dialogues will be finalized and our Members and Partners 
will continue to support this process until March and beyond.  
 
The fact that the event will not have a negotiated outcome means we can focus our 
energy on the main result of the Conference: the Water Action Agenda. 
 
The UN-Water family, building on the SDG 6 Global Acceleration Framework, is 
collectively supporting all the key building blocks of the Water Action Agenda: 
 

1. the mobilization of transformative commitments;  
 

2. the scaling up of their implementation in countries and across sectors; 
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3. and the follow-up to enable learning to happen, progress to be measured 
and new commitments to be made. 

 
We are convinced that the Water Action Agenda and its game-changing initiatives 
can originate from anywhere.  
 
This is one of the reasons why UN-Water's global campaigns in 2023 will ask people 
to commit to action, however small, and to contribute their ideas to accelerating 
change. 
 
Inclusive approaches like this will be key to generating innovation – and public 
support – for action. 
 
We must also ensure that the Water Action Agenda is led by the data. 
 
We must fully utilize the evidence at our disposal in UN-Water’s SDG 6 Data Portal 
and commit to investing in the systems that will fill in the many data gaps that still 
exist. 
 
-- 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Right now, all roads lead to the UN 2023 Water Conference. 
 
We have all worked for a long time to make this event a reality.  
 
But next year’s event is not the final destination, it is a moment to refuel and plan the 
route ahead. 
 
Let us ensure this Conference is the beginning of a new era of accelerated action, 
driven by your political leadership and by strong, cross-sectoral partnerships that will 
deliver on water and sanitation far into the future. 
 
The world is watching. The poorest and most vulnerable people cannot wait any 
longer. Our planet cannot wait. 
 
For everyone’s sake, we must unite and accelerate. 
 
Thank you. 
 


