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W h y  d o e s  S D G  b u d g e t i n g  m a t t e r ?
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B a r r i e r s  t o  S D G  p o l i c y  d u r a b i l i t y  o v e r  t i m e  

- lack of  durable funding & prior ity  changes

- personal  dimension of SDGs leadership (mayor or  specif ic  staff )

- economic pressure to act  quickly  and address tough trade -offs

- lack of  a  c lear roadmap towards implementation (data,  pol icy,  budget)

- long-term agenda fa l ls  v ict im to pol it ical  cycles & change of  mayor or  
party in power



4Drivers of SDG Consistency Beyond Election Cycles
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What is the SDG effect on municipal budgets?

• Shift government budgeting and procurement 
to align spending with policy commitments

• Direct public expenses and investments to 
maximize progress on their SDG priorities

• Facilitate political arbitrations

• Identify gaps



61) Mapping the municipal budget to the SDGs

Stras b o u rg  (F ran c e) ’s 2 0 2 2 
investment  b u d get

• De c id in g  h o w to  a l lo cate  b u d get  
l in e s  by  S DGs :  p r im ar y  &  
s e co n d ar y  target s

• I nve st m e nt  b u d get  v s .  f u n c t ion ing  
b u d get

• T h is  b u d get  a l ign m e nt  exe rc i s e  
can  a l s o  reve a l  m is s ing  p ie c e s  in  
t h e  SDG f ram ewo rk .
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2) Ensuring continuity of action across budget cycles

M alm ö  (Swe d e n ) ’s b u d get  i s  th e  
c e nt ra l  ac t io n  p lan  fo r  im p le me nt ing  
t h e  S DGs  an d  t h e  Age n d a  2 0 3 0

• B eyon d map p in g ,  integrat in g  th e  
SDGs  into  b u d get  p ro c es s ,  mak in g  
th i s  th e  c i ty ’s  top  too l  for  steer in g  
i t s  ac t ion s  on  th e  S D Gs

• B u i ld in g  re lat io n s hips  an d  ra i s in g  
awaren es s :  c reate  a  d ia log u e  
ac ross  a l l  p ar ts  o f  th e  c i ty  
ad min ist rat ion .  
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3) Applying SDG data and metrics in the budget 
systems 

S ard in ia  ( I ta ly ) ’s  m eas u rem ent  to o l  
to  as s e s s  h o w lo ca l  inve st m e nt  
p o l i c ie s  an d  p ro gram s  co nt r ib ute  to  
p ro gres s  o n  SDGs  target s
• W ith ou t  d ata  an d  metr ic s ,  loca l  

p o l i c y makers  st ru g g le  to  a l ig n  
sp en d in g  d ec i s ion s  to  
env i ron menta l ,  econ omic ,  an d  
soc ia l  p o l i c y  p r ior i t ies .  

• Weig hted  matr ix  th at  captu red  
eac h  investment ’s  d i rec t/ ind irec t  
ef fec t an d  s ca le/ d i rec t ion  o f  
co ntr ib ut io n  to  th e  1 6 9  targets .
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3) Changing municipal procurement policies to 
reflect local priorities within the SDGs

• B r isto l  (UK)  req u i res  th at  a l l  co ntrac to rs  d em o n strate  th e  s o c ia l  va lu e  o f  th e i r  
s er v ic es ,  wi th  targets  an d  m eas u res  m ap p ed  to  th e  SDGs .  Th is  va lu e  rep resents  2 0  
p erc ent  o f  th e  f in a l  we ig ht in g  in  th e  p roc u rement  d ec i s ion -mak in g  p roc ess .

• Yo ko h ama ( Jap an ) estab l i s hed  th e  Yo ko h ama C i ty  SDGs  Cert i f i cat io n  System  (Y -
SDGs )  th at  su p p orts  smal l  an d  med iu m - s i zed  enterp r i ses  ( S M E s)  an d  oth ers  for  
th e i r  su sta in ab le  op erat ion s  an d  S D G en gagement .  
• Cert i f i cat ions  can  b e  u s ed  as  n on - f in anc ia l  in format ion  in  th e  eva lu at ion  by  

f in an c ia l  in st i tu t ion s .  
• Cert i f ied  co m p an ies  are  e l ig ib le  fo r  ad d i t io na l  p o ints  in  th e  s co r in g  fo r  p u b l ic  

p ro c u rem ent  co m p et i t ive  b id  o f  Yo ko h am a.
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4) Unlocking sustainable financing at scale

• New f in an c in g  opt ion s  are  n o t  em erg in g  at  th e  s ca le  an d  s p eed  n ec es s ar y .  

• S D G b u d get in g  fac i l i tates  a l ig n ment  wi th  ou ts id e  p ar tn ers ,  in c lu d in g  b u s in esses ,  
intern at ion a l  d eve lop ment  b an ks  an d  fu n d ers ,  to  u n loc k  n ew f in an c in g .  

• By  a l ig n in g  th e i r  loca l  p r ior i t ies  to  a  g lob a l  agen d a  p u rsu ed  by  th e  intern at ion a l  
commu n ity,  c i t ies  a re  p os i t ion in g  th emse lves  as  g lob a l  lead ers .  Th e  S D Gs  o ffer  an  
op p ortun i ty  to  in f lu en ce  n at ional  an d  intern at ional  p o l i cymakers on  p r ior i t ies ,  
p ol i c y  su p p ort ,  an d  resou rc es .

• Ci t ies  a re  in c reas in g  th e i r  co l lec t ive  ad vo cac y  ef fo rts ,  esp ec ia l l y  fo r  c reat in g  
f in an c ia l  too ls  an d  mec h an isms  th at  wi l l  en ab le  loca l  au th or i t ies  to  ac c es s  
res ou rces  d i rect ly  f rom th e  intern at ion al  f in an c ia l  in st i tu t ions .  Th ey  are  
c lamor in g  to  b r id ge  th e  gap  b etween  p ro jec ts  an d  fu n d in g  op p ortun i t ies  an d  
att rac t  n ew d on ors .
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