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Distinguished Excellencies, 
High Level Dignitaries, 
Delegates, 
Colleagues, Friends, 
 
It is my honour to deliver this statement on behalf of the Institute for Environmental 
Security, its partners and our civil society friends who cannot be in Lisbon today. 
 
If we don’t already know that the health of our planet is dependent on the health of 
our oceans, we are fools. Yet, there’s a constant barrage of disregard for our ocean, 
particularly from extractive and polluting activities, which some may call ecocide. We 
applaud the UN’s latest multilateral progress on a plastic treaty but where’s the 
simultaneous and urgent concern for and real action about the other threats to our 
ocean? i.e. acidification from anthropogenic build-up of CO2, overfishing or deep-sea 
mining. I will address these three in reverse.  
 
Deep-sea mining: it’s a literal race to the bottom – the bottom of the ocean to mine 
all that glitters – but like the saying, all that glitters is not gold: not if DSM remains an 
extremely risky business that is dependent on market fluctuations and engenders 
major prospects of governance issues. Our future generations will not be awarding us 
the gold medal either when our present ignorance of the complexities of deep ocean 
conditions bring about the destruction of marine ecosystems and severe disruption of 
the livelihood of coastal communities. We as concerned civil society implore you to 
not foolishly plunge into the deep and we join concerned parliamentarians in the 
call for a global moratorium on deep-sea mining. 
 
On my second point; overfishing: give a man a fish and he’ll eat for a day – teach a 
man to fish and you might regret it because he will overfish. Fisheries provide a source 
of food, employment and economic well-being, but it is also an industry for the illicit 
economy. 90% of the world’s fisheries is classified as fully exploited or overexploited. 
Illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing represents upwards of 15% or $15 billion 
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USD of the global marine capture. It’s one of the world’s major environmental crimes, 
with proven elements of transnational organised crimes. We implore you to invest 
more in technology to combat IUU fishing and embed risk indicators on organised 
crime into national management regimes. 
 
Lastly, the climate crisis: our ocean and its deep-sea ecosystems are key components 
to the fight against climate change. As Time Magazine puts it: “the ocean is climate 
change’s first victim and last resort”. It should not be toyed with. Thus, we implore 
leaders and key decision-makers to start walking the talk and stop with the dilly-
dally.  
 
Need I say more? 
 
Thank you. 
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