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(1) To visually demonstrate the interface between ecosystems and 
human exposure for a range of natural hazards and ecosystem types in 
each country

(2) To identify potential areas for ecosystem conservation and/or 
restoration in order to reduce exposure for the highest number of 
people

(3) To scale-up Eco-DRR investments and actions globally

Objectives of the Opportunity mapping for Eco-DRR



Methodology

Overlaying hazard exposure with relevant ecosystem coverage

Tsunami
Tropical 

cyclone
Landslide Flood

Forest ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Mangrove ✓ ✓  

Sea grass ✓ ✓  

Coral reef ✓ ✓  

Eco-DRR mapping combinations
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Current methodology for global scale

Opportunity mapping index 
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Global map (2)

For opportunities for the combination of flood exposure / forest coverage

High ecosystem coverage
→ Priority for protection

Low ecosystem coverage →
Priority for restoration

Medium ecosystem coverage
→ priority for maintenance



Opportunities areas for flood and landslide reduction

Opportunity areas represent a bit over half of the territory



Looking ahead

• Sector specific analysis – e.g. coastal areas / tourism 

• Climate change analysis – country level 

• Socio-economic vulnerability analysis – country level 



GEF 6: MANAGING TOGETHER: INTEGRATING COMMUNITY-CENTERED, ECOSYSTEM-
BASED APPROACHES INTO FORESTRY, AGRICULTURE AND TOURISM SECTORS



Thank you

Marisol Estrella 

Disasters and Conflicts Branch

Email: Marisol. Estrella@un.org

www.unep.org

https://pedrr.org/mapping-eco-drr-opportunities/


